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P-ROGCEEDI-NGS
(Bl essing given by Marjorie Ahnupkana.)

DR JI M KENDALL: \Well, good evening, and
wel conme to the scoping nmeeting for a programmatic
environnental inpact statement for the next offshore oi
and gas program M name's JimKendall. | amthe Acting
Regi onal Director for the Alaska Region, or we call it
BCEMRE, the Bureau of Ccean Energy. W used to be MV

And we do have a translator wth us tonight.
And since | talk fast, I'mgoing to try and sl ow down.
Ckay?

Now, the reason why we're here is the Quter
Continental Shelf Lands Act -- should | slow down or --
the Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act requires that before
the Secretary of the Interior can make a decision to have
a lease sale, he has to have a five-year plan in effect.
The current five-year programends in 2012. It went from
2007 to 2012. Now we are planning for the next five-year
plan, 2012 to 2017.

Now, because that's a major federal action, the
National Environmental Policy Act requires us to do an
environmental inpact statement to |ook at the potentia
i npact fromthese sales. Now, right now the areas of
potential interest -- and this is sonething very
different -- are Cook Inlet if there is any interest by
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industry, and then the Chukchi and the Beaufort.

Now, what makes this very different is that no
deci si ons have been made and no proposals have been nade.
s there going to be one sale in the Beaufort and one sale
in the Chukchi? We don't know. No decision has been
made. It could be one or the other or it could be no
sal es.

The deci sionmaker is the Secretary of Interior.
And we have been sent to talk with you, listen to what
your concerns are, listen to what you believe the issues
that need to be addressed and to see what you think of
this. W are here. W are an open book. W are here to
listen. No decisions are made. We will take your
information. It will be put into the environnmental inpact
statement. Your concerns will be recorded. W have a
recorder, Mary here. And that will go up to the
deci si onmaker all the way to the Secretary, who then will
make these decisions, but no decisions have been nade as
of now.

W have folks fromall over the country here.
W're going as to start with --

(Translation by Edward Nukapi gak.)
DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch
"Il try to speak slower. |'mvery bad at that. Again,
we are here in a listening nmode. No decisions have been
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made. There are no plans. W want to hear what people
think. W wll take the information back. W have a
recorder who is recording every word. So we would al so
ask that when you come up and you tell us what you think
and what you are worried about and your concerns, please
state your name so we have that for a sign of respect. W
want to record the names. W |ike one person to speak at
atime. And | have associates here that will help to
answer any questions. And now | need a favor.
| amvery, very hard of hearing. | amdeaf in
my left ear, partial here [indicating], so | have to
really focus to listen. So I'mgoing to sit right there
so | can listen, and I"'mgoing to let M. Tim Hol der sort
of run the meeting. That way | can give undivided
attention to what is said. This is very, very inportant.
(Transl ation.)

MR TIMHOLDER  Ckay. \Woever would |ike
to speak.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  Sir, before we give
our own testinony, could | ask your nanes.

MR TIMHOLDER  COh, yeah, yeah.

DR JI M KENDALL: Very good idea.

MR TIMHOLDER Excuse us. Excuse us.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  What position you
are with.
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DR JIMKENDALL: "Il start. I'mJim
Kendal|. | amthe Acting Regional Director for the bureau
up here. Up until January 1st, | was head of the

environmental programfor the entire bureau out of
Washington. | worked in the GQulf Region, Qulf of Mexico,
for 11 years. | have been in headquarters 11 years, total
of 22 years, and | woul d oversee the assessnent, the
analysis, and the science.

And our Secretary is very concerned and very
focused at making decisions based on the best science and
traditional know edge. So he said, Jim since you are a
scientist and you work with folks and you know about using
science, | want you to go up there for a few nonths and
work with the team So this is a new day.

And then ny colleague, TimHol der, you are from
wher e?

MR TIMHOLDER: | am based in Washi ngton,
D.C., and ny job is to act as |iaison betwen our
Washi ngton, D.C. headquarters and our processes and events
going on with environnental issues in our Alaska office.
| always have to say that | lived 25 years in Al aska; 19
in Anchorage and six in None. So | try to get as many
points as | can.

MR MKE HALLER I'm M chael Haller, and
I"'mthe Al aska Region community liaison, and | grew up in
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Alaska. So I'mhappy to be here with you tonight. Thank
you very nuch.

DR JI M KENDALL: Mary is our recorder,
and she's very busy, so |'mnot going to bother her. And
M ke.

MR MKE ROUTH ER.  Yeah. M nane is Mke
Routhier. | work in the Anchorage office, and I'ma NEPA
coordi nator, which neans that | help wite the
environmental documents |ike El Ses.

MR STEVE TEXTORIS: M nane's Steve
Textoris. 1'min the Washington, D.C. office and I'mthe
Acting Leasing Division Chief. | came to the Departnent
of Interior fromthe Environmental Protection Agency and
background in environnental consulting.

MR ROB MOWHORTER: M nane is Rob
MWorter. | work for Argonne National Laboratory.
Argonne National Laboratory is helping BOEMRE with the
national environnental inpact statement. And I'mgrateful
to be here, too.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Thank you
for pointing that out. | didn't nean to mss all ny
fol ks.

MS. LOS EPSTEIN. M nane is Lois
Epstein. |'man engineer with the Wl derness Society in
Anchorage. And it's a nonprofit, and I'minterested --
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MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: Al aska W der ness
Soci ety?

MS. LOS EPSTEIN. The WIlderness -- it's
a national group. And I'mhere to listen to what
everybody has to say. |'mnot with the federa
gover nnent .

MR EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  You are not with
t hese groups?

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. Right. So | m ght
actual |y make a couple conments, too. It's a nationa
conservation organi zation. W support oil and gas in
Al aska done right without spills and in the right
locations. |'ll make sone conments. But not everywhere.

(Transl ation.)

MR TIMHOLDER  Ckay. Thank you. So we
will just open up the floor here to comments. If you are
going to speak in English, if you could step up to the
m crophone and state your name so Mary can get that down
for the record. And let's go fromthere.

DR JIM KENDALL: Well, | could start off
wi th saying what we have heard. W have been to Kot zebue,
Barrow, \ainwight, correct? And tomorrow we are going to
Kaktovi k. And the issues that we have heard that we are
al ready taking back are that some of the communities say
that before anything happens they want a seat at the
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table. They want to be part of the process.

They are concerned about infrastructure. Are
there enough assets up here and equipnent to do it right?
There is concern it will not and shoul d not and nust not
interrupt subsistence at all. W take that back. 1Is the
technol ogy available to clean up a spill if, heaven
forbid, there was a spill.

So those are the issues your colleagues and your
fellow citizens have mentioned in the |ast couple of days.
And those are the messages we are taking back. And so we
are here to hear what you want to add to that group

Don't be shy.

(Transl ation.)

MR CARL BRONER  Carl Brower, Nuiqgsut
whaler. W had folks |ike you that came by about |ess
than a year ago receiving testimony fromthis village
And | ask them in the EIS they had nothing -- nothing put
in the book about mtigation neasures for offshore. And
the reason | ask, | always ask themwhat mtigation
measures do you guys have for the whalers on whaling. And
| brought that out. And the only answer | got was Marine
Marmmal Protection Act.

And | wonder what you guys are going to put in
the EISon -- that's coming up on mtigation measures.

Thank you.
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MR TIMHOLDER \Well, when we have a --
you know, |ike when questions come up, I'Il try ny best to
answer the questions. For this -- this stage of the
process of witing the EIS, it's to bring up concerns, and
then the next step of the process is to wite the
environmental inpact statenment, draft environnental inpact
statement, then go out for nore neetings later on this
year. And then in that, because this is a broad
programmatic EIS, | don't believe at that stage that we
put mtigation measures in there. JinP

DR JI M KENDALL: Not at this stage.

MR MKE ROUTH ER  Right.

MR TIMHOLDER | don't believe so. |
believe that the stipulations are brought in -- once you
have a five-year programand if there are |lease sales in a
El S and then you come to a |ease sale EI'S, that's when you
put in stipulations. Ckay.

DR JI M KENDALL: Right. There is no
| easing plans right now This woul d describe for the
Secretary, this document, on the concerns should there be
a |l ease sale. And then when they have | ease sales, you
woul d have the documentation and then the mtigations and
stipulations. This is at the very, very -- we are getting
everybody involved at the very beginning of the process.

So what |'mhearing fromyou, sir, Carl, is that
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you want strong mitigations to protect subsistence
whal i ng.

MR CARL BROAER  Yeah.

MR TIMHOLDER And so that's an issue
that we will put in. W wll take that back and the
Secretary will see that. To kind of backtrack on your
question, | think this may have been a nmeeting in Novenber
and it was on a suppl emental environnental inpact
statenment on some very narrow issues. And that's why you
didn't see stipulations in there. Stipulations were --
and that was a supplenental EI'S for the Chukchi 193 fina
EIS. And there are -- will be stipulations in that
environmental inpact statement. So it gets kind of
confusing because there is lots of documents and |ots of
processes.

DR JI M KENDALL: But the inportant point
Is mtigations to protect the whaling hunts, period.

(Transl ation.)

MR TIMHOLDER:  Next?

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  For the record,
| saak Nukapigak. First | want to wel come you to our
conmunity to hear, express of ny fellow Inupiat people's
concern during the early process of the progranmtic
environmental inpact statement as the federal governnent
proceeds.
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A coupl e of things | want brought out time and
time again that prior during the past Adm nistration that
we have expressed over and over about conments, including
utilization of traditional know edge with science. But --
but in the past we have been ignored by the federal
governnent. And even during the early process of these
| ease sales in the Quter Continental Shelf -- I'ma
whal i ng captain, comm ssioner for Al aska Eskinm Whaling
Conmi ssion, one of the 11 conmunities that do subsistence
hunt under the IEWC systemwi th -- including the NVFS
process of being -- AEWC being managed through the
managenent pl an.

As the process of |ease sale occur, when | eases
are being acquired by the oil conpanies, we have been
trying to work so hard with the industry to accept a
Conflict Avoi dance Agreenent to nmake sure that our
subsi stence whaling is not being disrupted by activity.
V& have seen that happen in the past.

And | like the idea of what our western
nei ghbors say, that yes, | definitely believe that we
have -- that we need to be part of the process. I'min
agreement with the western villagers from Barrow saying
that we need to have a seat on the table. |'mvery much
in agreement with it.

Part of the revenue sharing of the |eases.
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Al aska had -- all these years of |ease Quter Continenta
Shel f | eases that Alaska hasn't received a dine because of
the policies that's been established in the past where
Loui si ana and New Mexico is the one that benefit when
there is a sale occur. So revenue sharing would be a big
exanple. |'mnot against oil and gas, but as long as it
can be done right. Mbst environnental inpact alternative
that is initiated -- we know what the nation needs for
national security, but it needs to be done right.

W need to pace -- we need to be paced on sl ow
pace and proper chains of regulation that need to be
initiated even at the federal level to mandate the
i npact -- mandate of the mtigation neasures that are
bei ng i npl ement ed.

We all know that Shell got shot down recently by
the EPA appeal board because of the conditions. The
Beaufort is our Guard of Eden that we want to protect.

Qur whaling is very inportant. CQur diet is -- our
traditional diet is very inportant to us, living off the
land, living off the sea. So we need protections. Do it
right, you know, and be part of the process.

And | know you guys are in the early stage. |
clap the Obanma Adm nistration is making the right choice
by -- with our Secretary of Interior that's going to be
the one that's going to make the decisions whether the
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next five years of Quter Continental Shelf, whether the
| ease wi Il occur or not. But we need protections.

There is a lot of regulations and policies that
need to be changed within the federal I|evel for our
protection. They are too | oose. One good exanple would
be adopting the Norwegian standards in relation to oil and
gas of zero tolerance discharge. You have industry that
are -- have buckets to transport all their waste instead

of -- right now the policy indicated very well that as
long as they are in conpliance with the regulations, they
can't dispose their waste, the ballistic drilling muds and

so forth. But | think by changing and adopting the new
standard woul d really help us out.

It is our Garden of Eden. The fish that
mgrate. There is an abundance of Fish & Wldlife that we
depend on that we are trying to protect and -- trying to

protect -- and it will jeopardize our livelihood if none
of these policies and regulations are being -- of being
replaced with new type of standard policy. | think by
having -- by having a seat on the table is a -- it's a
good step of being part of the process. W need
protection.

Like I say, like I know you w |l hear nore of
that fromny fellow-- ny local residents. Tinme and time
again that we express our opinions that science and
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traditional know edge work together, but they have been

ignored. 1'mglad that Secretary of Interior Ken Sal azar
realized that and sent you guys up to hear and put
toget her information, you know, what the people feel. |'m

glad for himthat he's nmaking the right choice in starting
the right new path of what's going to happen in the next
five years, as the -- as the |ease sale planning is due to
expire and the new environnmental inpact statenent be
witten,

| mean, there is lots -- |I've got lots of things
inm mnd, but I'mjust going to go ahead and give you
what | believe as a whaling captain. W need protections.
| know | think | take too nuch of your time, but there is
ot her people that wants to express their thoughts.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very nuch
Thank you very nuch. That's what we need to hear.

MR MKE HALLER: | just wanted to
mention, any of you who want to wite letters to us or any
detailed sort of offering witten-w se, please do that.

W have a way and means for you to get that to us. So if
you woul d please feel that you can -- not only in talking
with us tonight, but followup with witing your ideas
down, as you were tal king about |saac.

MR EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: Do you have a
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deadl i ne on your conments?
MR MKE HALLER W do. March 31st. W
wi || pass these around now.
(Transl ation.)
MR FRANK MATUMEAK:  Frank Matuneak. [|'m
a subsistence user in Nuigsut. W have been giving our
testinonies for over 30 years for the same thing that you
have, and |'mwondering if you have studied any of this
testimonies that we have been giving to all the entities
that have been conming here to the village of Nuiqgsut.
Now, |'mvery concerned about our lifestyle
mai nly because we depend on the oceans and our waters and
the rivers. And this does not only include A aska. It
i ncl udes Canada, Geenland, Russia. And this very current
that you are thinking about putting into production is
just endangering all of that -- all those people that uses
the sane foods that we do. And we all are in the sane
environment. And |'mglad you are having this neeting.
Now, ny understanding is that you have these

five-, ten-year plans to do this. | don't want to be a
part of a group that will threaten our people and our
livelihood. | don't mind oil conpanies drilling on our

| ands where -- on the |and onshore where we can contain
anything. Heck, look at that -- that Gulf of Mexico, nman,
that really hurt a whole bunch of people. And who is
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going to be accountable if something |ike that happens on
our oceans on the ice?

And we got no control over that ice. Nobody
does. No natter how many things you do or |ook at the way
you can correct that problem it's never going to be
there. And that's the power of the ice and the ocean.

And we live with it. W understand it. And --

But | don't want to be a part of a group that is
making a ten-year plan, 20-year plan, whatever plan they
have that will endanger our |ivelihoods and our people.

But | do enjoy the service of sharing a little bit of
wealth fromthe oil conpanies when they do it right on
land. But any time you get on the ocean, |'myvery,

very -- | don't want to be a part of a group that is going
to be naking plans to have a | ease sale or anything
because that's really hurting our lifestyle.

Just |ike when you study history -- and you
al ways study history. Look at the Black Hlls, all that
gol d taken away fromthe Indians because of that al mghty
gold. Now you are doing the same doggone thing out in the

ocean for the oil. And that will disrupt our |ivelihoods
and our source of food, our nmainstay.
Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you
MR TIMHOLDER:  Next?
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DR JI M KENDALL: Pl ease, don't be shy.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  Can | speak a couple
mor e?

DR JIM KENDALL: Sure. W are here until
9:45. If there is tine, you can come up and talk nore.

M5. DORA LEAVITT: [|'mDora Leavitt. [I'm
representing the Gty of Nuigsut. |'mthe cul tural
coordinator. And we do a lot of comenting with industry.
There is a lot of people comng in proposing projects, and
yet we have such a short w ndow of tinme to conment on such
a bigthing like this. W would like nore time to review,
more time to -- to -- to, you know, for us to think about
what's going to be out there. It's about tine the federal
governnent came and start comng up with the beginning of
their process.

For years we have been expressing our concerns
over and over again. This comunity is the nost inpacted
community in the North Slope. W are the ones that are
living with the oil and the pipeline. W are having to go
under it when we are out hunting. And it's never ending,
these community hall, this never -- you know, besides
bingo, but there is so much that goes on with neetings,
and yet we have a short window to conment. Thirty days is
not enough.

And ny concerns about this -- the lease sale is
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that you guys are going to go ahead and sell the whole
thing, you know. W need to take it slow. \Wen | |ook at
the Chukchi, they are protected. Twenty-five mles of no
drill, no devel opment, where the Beaufort Sea, we don't
have assurance. W don't have a buffer zone to tell us
that we are protected fromthe devel opment that's going to
go on. | know this because there is so much oil over here
that our buffer zones were stripped. MCovey, being only
four mles fromCross Island and Liberty and Northstar.
Now we have Sivulluk, who is going to be in the path of
our mgration.

VW would like to see nore protection in the
permtting process. W would [ike to be a part of your
permtting process. And, you know, who is going to assure
us that when the oil is gone, that we are going to be able
to hunt out there, ny grandkids, ny son? You know, when
all -- thirty years is going to cone and it's -- you know,
we see that with Al pine developnent. It's already
declining. Now they are going to look for nore and to tap
into nore pipeline to the west of us.

Wth offshore devel opment, we don't have any --
we don't have any revenue sharing. 1'd like to see nore
stipulations, nore mtigation in place.

Wien the devel opers come, the people that have
bought the |ease sale, you know, they have a short w ndow.
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They say they are going to come, like, in July and then
they are going to be 100 mles out. 1In July the shores --
the -- the ice is still close to the -- the shoreline
seven mles. How are they going to be 100 mles out?
Wien they start to make their way to the Beaufort Sea from
the south with the winds and the weather, they are going
to be forced to come closer and cone in through the
barrier islands or just north of the barrier islands to
get to their prospect.

These are some of the things that they put on
paper and say, yeah, we are going to do it this way. W
will be 100 miles out when we get to wherever so we won't
disturb the hunters and the marine mammals. And | was --

when | read that, | was, like, you know what, our ice --
the pack ice is still really close in July.

And then they have a nonth to drill. Like for
the Sivulluk project, they will cone in July, they wll
drill at Sivulluk until August 25 and pull out. Were are

they going to pull out to? To the shore? Is it the day,

the last day going to be the 25th? Because when our

whal ers go out there, they are going 97 mles to get to

our whaling canp. Wen we go out seal hunting, we go far.
Qur ocean is not just like Barrow where it's

just right across the street, you know. It's right there

when they do their seal hunting. Us, we have to go 14
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mles to the river and another seven to 20 mles to the
i ce pack, you know. And they have a buffer zone. W
don't. 1'd like to see an assurance -- |'d like to see a
buffer zone for the Beaufort Sea and to tell me that we
are going to be assured that we are going to be able to
hunt when this oil is extracted and they plug the wells.
W woul d Iike for you guys to cone back and
consult with us. | know that when, you know, you guys do
the | ease sales, you guys profit the money. Are you guys
willing to send soneone here to, you know, work with us;
enmpl oy somebody that will be -- that has a technica
technol ogy reading of all these EIS and whatever? W

don't have anybody here that -- like that. W are
training at that. W have made that recommendation to EPA
and ot her agencies that -- you know, to the State. |'d

like to see one in place with -- under the federal
government when these | ease sales happen. Don't just take
the noney back to Washington, D.C. You know, it's about
time the federal government spent sone of that noney in
these villages that are inpacted the nost.

And come again because |'msure you are going to
hear a lot more. W would |ike nore wi ndow open so we
have nore tinme to comment and nore time to grasp what goes
on the EIS

Thank you.
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MR. TIMHOLDER  Thank you. | have a
question. W have heard this before that Nuiqgsut -- or |
shoul d say before today when we had nmeetings today with
the Native Village of Nuigsut, that they would like a
buffer. Could you say -- and CGoss Island is the canp
that's where you set off from

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That's our whaling
canp.

MR TIMHOLDER Wuld it be a buffer
around Cross |sland?

M5. DORA LEAVITT: That and the nouth of
our river.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  To answer your
question, in the past that we have asked for a buffer to
protect our subsistence whaling ground of Cross Island.
W had asked a 20-mle perimeter, asked Cross Island,
being the central location for the 20-mle perineter for
our protection. And |ike she got nost of ny word what
else -- that's what was in ny mnd.

The benefits that go to the western villages
fromPoint Barrow all the way to Point Hope, it's not
right for us to deal with where they have a buffer that's
been inplenented by former MVS of 20-mile restriction of
no occupancy or no activity fromthe coastline to 25 mles
fromthe coastline. There is restrictions that you can't
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do any sort of activity. And here all these years that we
have been asking for a buffer zone, a buffer to -- that
woul d protect our whaling, our whaling, subsistence
whaling ground. [It's a very inportant area.

Li ke what Dora say, it's in the path of the
mgration of the bowhead whale. The Camden Bay is a very
inportant resting, feeding area for the bowhead when there
is astorm And there is reconmendation being proven by
NOAA where the proposed Shell's prospects, Sivulluk
prospect, and it's only 40 mles east of our whaling --
our whaling ground. It's right in the path of the bowhead
whal e.

W need -- like | say, we need protection. W
need restrictions. W need enforceable policy that needs
to be changed within the federal level. Al these years
we have been expressing our concern. Now, utilization of
our traditional know edge al ways been ignored. And we
need those protections.

It seens to be that the federal government was
more in favor of our eastern neighbors than the western --
the western district than us because it is known that the
natural resource -- it's been acknow edged that the whal es
is wthin that trend. The Barrow are a trend, but we need
protection. W need noise buffer. W need to have that
protection of our whaling ground.
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The rest of the comunity of the 11 whaling
communi ties, people will be able to go hunt, cone back to
their hone place, relax. Nuiqsut has to travel 93 mles
to our whaling ground on one of the barrier islands, Cross
I'sland, and have to be out there until we neet our quota.
In times when Mother Nature don't cooperate, we need to be
out there |onger.

At one point | remenber us being out there
for seven weeks and didn't nmet our quota system because of
activities and the weather prediction where our
subsi stence hunt and the whal es were disrupted because of
this heavily activity going on in the Beaufort. W had to
go 30 mles north. That's where we finally were able to
see whal es because there was so nuch activity east of
Cross Island.

And that tine we had no choi ce because a whale
was got 35 mles north of Cross Island because of the
safety. These small boats that we go out in to harvest,
weat her prediction got bad on us. W had no choice but to
let go of the whale even though we didn't want to. And
that year was so harsh because we didn't neet our quota.
And it was very noticeable in this commnity. There was
no whale nmeat for the conmmunity. There was no whal e neat
stored in our cellars. People were hurting. Very limted
stocks of -- for our nutritional diet. That's the way
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V\e - -

Like | said earlier, we need to sit at the
table. W need to be part of the process. W are in the
early stage. And the final process on the environmental
i npact statenent.

|"ve got so nuch stuff, but | want to give other
fol ks an opportunity, but everything seems to be coming up
and we need -- like I say, we need protection. And
think that the federal government needs to lift up. W
are part of the -- we are part of Anrerica. Folks in the
Lower 48 don't see the inpact. They don't know what type
of livelihood that is for us -- is for us Eskinos go
t hrough while everybody is benefitting out of it.

Wien the price of oil goes up, people scream
say it's too high on the national level. And here we are
only just very short mles away froman oil field, still
paying the high cost of living. And at one point we paid
al nost nine bucks a gallon just to keep our -- just trying
to survive, trying to keep our house warm fromfreezing
up.

That's why -- | mean, that's why we need
these -- policies need to be change nmaybe on the federal
level . Tine and tinme again you are going to hear that
fromnme. There is too much | oose cracks that fell through
the cracks of these policies. There is nobody in the
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federal level are monitoring. Al the years you issue
sal es but not be able to enforce your policy. Thereis
nobody wat ching themout there, not fromthe federa
level . The only thing you believe is what paper trails
that are being submtted, a witten report.

W know that oil conpanies lie. They are only
here for one business, to be profitable. |[|'ve seen that
stuff during ny livelihood. Time to change, and the
federal government needs to live up to its obligation to
enforce and change the policies. It can be where
everybody can benefit. W haven't seen a dine ever since
sal es had occurred back fromlease sale 171 and on.

W need to share some of that sharing, the
revenue sharing. That's one thing that needs to be
changed. It's very inportant. W need to be part of the
process and share the benefits. Not folks that are living
down in the Lower 48 where they are living in |uxury and
not seeing the inpact or having to deal wth inpact.

Thank you.
M5. DORA LEAVITT: Can | go up one nore?
| forgot. Dora Leavitt once again. | forgot to talk

about the social inpacts that is heavy upon this village
that everybody ignores because of the price, maybe. This
conmmunity is inpacted. The oil companies give us 50,000 a
year to fight over for subsistence mtigation. That is
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not enough for 400-sone people. Twenty gallons per 40
househol ds for the subsistence hunters is not enough.
That's really bring a toll on the city that is dispersing
t hese funds.

W get a lot of crap fromthe comunity, you
know, but it's something that the industry does just to,
you know, make it | ook good on paper so that you think
oh, yeah, they are being mtigated. That's okay. That's
not enough. This 50,000 a year is not enough. This
conmunity is 80, 90 percent subsistence househol d hunters.
And when we are given this small mtigation fund to fight
over -- and to ne that is a social inpact that is brought
to our leaders to this conmunity for our subsistence
hunters to fight over.

MR MKE HALLER Dora, question: Could
you explain for the record what that subsistence fund is
and what you think it should change to?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That subsistence
mtigation fund was given -- |like we have one from Pi oneer
as a mtigation for subsistence hunters because in the
past the subsistence hunters saying they are having to go
further out to hunt their ganes. So that they thought
maybe that mtigation fund was enough

Wth -- with the price, you know, the econony
going up, everything going up, the price of gas is up, you
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know, 20 gallons is not enough for our subsistence
hunters. They go out. Like |Isaac said, we go out. W go
out so many mles to go to the ocean to go hunt our seals.
W are not always successful, so we go again when the

weat her permts us.

MR TIMHOLDER But is that for offshore
hunting or for --

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That's for wherever
hunting. W are allowed six vouchers per household. Not
every household gets them There is a [ot of people that
are left out every nonth, and you know, the --

MR TIMHOLDER: But it also applies to
onshore hunting.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: It applies to wherever
hunting, onshore, offshore. |It's just subsistence
hunting. W have a calendar. You know, when there is
caribou, we go after caribou. Wen it's fishing time, we
do our fishing. It's not just the one-day fishing when we
are fishing out there when we have nets under the ice

MR. TIMHOLDER  The reason we are asking
is we have not heard of this in relation to activities on
the Quter Continental Shelf, so it nust be from Pioneer
who is doing things at, say, Al pine?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: No. That's the
devel opnent that's going on just at the mouth of the
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Colville River by Natchiq Pioneer Resource on the Oooguruk
project.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  Off shore
approximately four mles north of -- at the nouth of
Colville River.

MR TIMHOLDER It's in State waters?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Yeah.

MR. TIMHOLDER  There we go.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: But still, you know,
the -- nmy point is that these mtigations are not enough
to -- for the whole village.

MR TIMHOLDER  kay.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Social inpact is
ignored. CQur conmunity has been really inpacted since
devel opment happened with Al pine. Wen we cane -- you see
this picture. This is 1973, this throw that was made.
Wien we came, there was no pipeline, there was no -- we
never knew about oil and gas. One comunity gathering
every day. Meetings have taken the place of our
inspiration, our potlucks, our gatherings. Thereis a lot
of bickering and fighting on the VHF. That's soci al
i npact, everybody not for developnent. It's a -- you
know, it's a split.

W know that the -- you know, the -- the US. is
in need for oil. W knowthat. | drive a truck nyself.
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| use some of that oil. But I'masking themto do it
right and because we are going to be here. W are still
going to be here when this oil runs out. There needs to
be other sources that are | ooked into. The w nd, the
sol ar, something other than destructing our -- our
l'ivel i hood.

There is health assessnents that needs to take
place. For the past ten years this community has had a
cancer patient die every year for the past ten years.
Wiere is it comng fron? There is no health assessnent of
why our people are dying of cancer. And it's been -- it's
been ten years straight, boom boom boom CQur Elders are
getting sick with cancer, people that don't snoke, people,
what ever, you know, one after the other.

And these are sonme of the things that the
agencies ignore. For so many years we have voiced these
out. It's time to -- they have studied the waters. They
have studied -- they've spent so much noney on studying
the marine mammal s, and yet they don't come and study who
the people are, how they are inpacted, what can you do
when people -- you know, there is no rehabilitation center
on the North Slope for this kind of stuff.

Let's get real. Let's get real and let's put
the noney back where the inpact is. That's all I'm
saying. Thank you.
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DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you
MR MKE HALLER Thank you
MR TIMHOLDER:  Next?

MR ERIC LEAVITT: M name is Eric

Leavitt. |'ma subsistence hunter/whaler in the Village
of Nuigsut. | just want to conment on the OCS, the Quter
Continental Shelf. |It's a really touchy subject. If

another |ease sales go on, for instance, if a big player
buys a plot of land on the OCS part where the whales are
mgrating and they strike oil and they have a bl ow out,
that's going to affect our whaling. The whales are going
to go through that path. They are going to get all oiled
up and they are going to die, and we are going to die with
t hem

| just want to say that they should not do the
CCS and nove to, like, onshore where it can be -- if there
is an oil spill onshore, it can be picked up, at |east 90
percent of it, whereas offshore you never know how nuch
you can get; maybe, if you are |ucky, 40 percent due to
the currents and the ice. So |'mjust saying no offshore
due to the protection of our whaling because it's been
going on for thousands of years.

Al'so the mtigation neasures for whaling, ny
personal opinion on mtigation neasures, there is no
dollar sign. There is not enough noney in the federa
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governnent to cover our way of life. If the whales are
gone, what are they going to do? C one whales or what?
It's just -- | don't think there is a mtigation
measurenent for our way of life. It's just there and it
needs to be protected.
Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you

MR TIMHOLDER:  Next?

MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: |'m O arence
Ahnupkana. And it's not just the whale. It's not just
the whale mgration. Plus it's the fish, the fish we eat,
the whitefish and Arctic cisco. They are traveling east
-- east by each river, so | want you to know before you
start -- before you start drilling, fish mgration cone
northeast, mgrating southwest, whitefish, Arctic cisco.
Plus caribou mgrate fromnortheast heading southwest. W
eat caribou neat. So | want you to know this ahead of
tine.

| eat whale. | eat nuktuk. That's ny favorite

food, plus whitefish, caribou, even ducks or geese or sea
or bearded seal. Those are nore inportant food we eat. |
get real hungry real easy when | have chicken, fried
chi cken or chicken soup. That's not enough. Wen | eat
whal e meat and fish, | feel nore nuch confortable after
grow up with Native food.
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Thank you.

MR. TIMHOLDER  Thank you very much.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MR EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: W have an El der
here that's got sone questions.

MR. TIMHOLDER Do you need to take tine
to transl ate?

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  She have hard
time -- sometines hard tine standing. Her nane is
Marj orie Ahnupkana.

M5. MARJORI E AHNUPKANA: My name is
Marj orie Ahnupkana.

(Transl ated by Edward Nukapi gak.)

Assum ng that OCS and the Secretary decides to
go ahead and open the | ease, what are the distance from
the shoreline that they have? Are we |ooking at just one
drill rig, or is there going to be nmore than one drill
rig? And if so, has the OCS -- they studied the condition
of the current, the ice? And what's going to happen if
there is a bl owout out there?

Does the new management that is here tonight
that are not of the past MMS -- she wants to know that you
fol ks are new. And the concern that she has is the
di stance fromthe shoreline, if there is an exploration
out there, there is a devel opment phase, protection phase,
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how many nore drill rigs are going to be out there and how
many mles are it going to be out in the ocean.

Sivulluk is only 12 mles from Fl axman |sl and.
So what nore are you heading -- are they heading further
out towards the North Pole? |Is that the distance that the
federal government is planning to open the federal waters?

DR JI M KENDALL: Those are all good
questions, but nothing has been decided. There was talk
of a buffer zone, how in the west they have the 25-mle
buffer, and you don't have that in the east. There is a
recommendation that there should be a buffer zone and
there should be a buffer zone around Cross Island. Well,
this is a new plan, a new day. There are no plans. W
don't know. We are here for you to tell us the way it
shoul d be. And we can take that back.

(Transl ation.)

M5. MARJORI E AHNUPKANA: W al |l know t hat
we have been fromneeting to meetings, and every meeting
we mention about bowhead whal es. There are other narine
mammal s that are out there that have not been nentioned or
have not been tal ked about. The mamuals migrate during
springtine eastward, and they summer in Canadian waters
and Al askan waters. And the species that we tal k about
are not just bowhead whales. W are tal king about
wal ruses, bearded seals, seals and the other mamal
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species that we may have seen or may not have seen that
are under -- beneath the ocean. And they summer in that
ar ea.

And if they are to be out there to drill, if the
federal government decides to open the Quter Continental
Shel f, do you know the condition of the currents? Does
any of you have studied any of these currents, how the
current shifts and how the ice forms? And if there is a
maj or bl owout, how are you going to approach those in
those icy conditions?

Peopl e have tal ked in the past, especially the
ones that have left us, that the currents are pretty
strong out there, a current an icebreaker cannot even
control, assuming that there is one there by an
infrastructure that's always been in place.

And the biggest concern is how are you going to
clean up if there is a major blowut during ice
conditions. What are the chances of cleaning up any major
spills? Because |, for one -- we are not just talking
about one drill rig. W are not just talking about one
| ease tract. There will be multiple |ease tracts out
there. There will be nore than one infrastructure out
there. And what kind of changes are there going to be to
the environnent, to the ocean and the species?

So every meetings that | come to -- | have been
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comng to these meetings in the past, and every meeting |
hear ny col | eagues tal k of one species, bowhead whal e.
just want to confirmsone of these issues, that there are
more species out there that | know of because it is where
| have grew up in ny surroundi ng

So she's going to speak some nore.

W have nmeetings in the past with oil conpanies,
and sonetines they always trying to weaken the comunity.
And we have spoken so nuch in the past about the ocean,
the environnent of the ocean, how nuch inpact and how much
we have spoken of certain species of mammals out there.

The oil conpanies wants to be out there to
explore and extract oil and gas, but sometines we have to
have neetings, comunity meetings in order to be prepared
for sonme sort of a major neeting that mght come. You
fol ks canme and wanted to hear fromthis comunity in
regards to the Beaufort Sea that we depend on.

| think there are tines that she nentioned about
having a comunity nmeeting with a group of people before
we can have -- before you folks or any other agencies that
come to this village and hold neetings so that way that we
wi |l be prepared to give comments, concerns, may ask
questi ons.

And I, for one, | still feel that it is very
vul nerable right nowto -- to talk about our ocean in
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opening for |ease. She wants to see nore thorough
studies. Her strong concerns are the ice conditions. The
currents still needs to be studied. No one knows what the
conditions are out there. You may have it on your -- on
your black and white data information, but that data
i nformation m ght change because we never know what Mbther
Nat ure can do.
So that was her -- her concerns, her coments
and her questions.
MR TIMHOLDER:  Thank you.
DR JI M KENDALL: Thank her for us. Thank
you, Marjorie. Very good conments, very good questions.
(Transl ated.)
MR CEORGE SIELAK: For the record, ny
name is Ceorge Sielak, ex-whaling crew menber and
subsi stence user. W nust have testinonies probably
thicker than the Library of Congress. Were are all those
testimonies? | think by this tine, this new panel that is
formed by Obama, you should have a master EI'S by now.
Wiere is all our testinonies? For 37 years | have |ived
here, all those testinonies that should be used for this
day of devel opment out in the offshore, where are those
conment s?
| mean, | know by nowit's nore close to all the
testinonies that we have brought to this day. Every year
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for 30-some, alnmost 40 years, | mean, you have nothing to
show for it today. | nean, there is nothing to read. |
mean, it's just kind of disappointing sonetinmes to see
this type of neeting in our conmunities.

And | want to share a little of Isaac's
concerns. | know we have tal ked about these, and |I'msure
you guys probably haven't heard about them Even though
you are a new panel and senior |eaders or senior |isteners
to the federal governnent, | mean, we have tal ked about
these issues. Stricter standard operating procedures,
stricter regulations for under the Clean Air Act to get
stricter, under the air pollution Act. | mean, you have
people living out here up here.

W have seen a |ot of change up here when we
| ook at a Deadhorse, Kuparuk, the offshore islands. |
mean, this is our last shot here. Howlong nore tine are
we going to wait? | mean, this is just a normal come to
the town and listen and wite and -- | nean, where is al
the master testinonies? The master EI'S you shoul d have by
now because there is alnost a devel opment goi ng on out
there. | nmean, you shoul d have that book before you to
present to our people. Here are all our testinonies.
Wiere are they? | mean, it is like our bible for this
conmuni ty.

| mean, for so many years the whol e ocean you
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see out there is our hunting ground. |t provides us, our
conmuni ty, provides the food that we eat fromout there.

And al so one concern | want to bring out, the
ability to clean up an oil spill. Fromthe experiences
they have at the Qulf of the Deep Horizon cleanup, like
| saac say, they should be nore strict monitoring, a
monitoring program not only the paperwork process that's
out there you approve and let it go, oh, it passes
regul ations, it's safe -- | mean, it's mnimnum It wll
be okay. There should be someone out there personally.
Agencies that we have tal ked about should be out there
monitoring the programon site. And on top of that, other
agenci es shoul d be nonitoring the agencies that are out
there.

And it's just, you know, going back to square
one here. | nean, we know devel opment is comi ng because
of the offshore devel opnent. W all knowit's com ng, but
most of all the people up here on the North Sl ope have --
that did not approve the offshore drilling. But |ike nost
of our people here in this comunity, we would rather see
nearshore or onshore devel opment, other than --

And during our -- the lifestyle, the -- the
animal s that we have in our ocean, which is our food to
the table. Even though you don't see it, it's in the
ocean. It's in the water. | nean, there is a lot of food
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we eat that comes fromthe ocean
And | wish that they could get away from

of fshore and start thinking seriously on drilling,
drilling on land and neke it nore safer and less -- less
battling for everybody.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you

MR. TIMHOLDER  Thank you. The one thing
"Il say about the extensive testinony going back into the
1970s was a few years ago our office did collect testinony
fromNuigsut and all the coastal conmmunities and put it
into a conpendium As far as | know, that hasn't been
kept up to date, but at |east we can take it fromthat
point and bring it forward because we certainly have those
records. And that m ght be sonething to put together and
at least have it as a reference docunent.

DR JI M KENDALL: That woul d be a good
| dea.

MR. GEORGE SIELAK: That is a thing |
think we need to see, this comunity need to see. | nean,
for so many years we would like to see that put into the
master plan EI'S for this offshore devel opnent.

MR TIMHOLDER: So at a |east we have got
a substantial part of that, and we just need to bring it
up to date.
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MS. DORA LEAVITT: M question is when
(hanma | eaves the Administration, are you still going to
be, you know -- is there going to be another new face that
we are going to see?
JI M KENDALL:  You rmean for here?
DORA LEAVITT:  Fromright here.
JIM KENDALL: We are career. W are
not political.

5 3D

DORA LEAVITT: | know, but you know,
it --

MR TIMHOLDER Are you asking what woul d
happen to a plan?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: What woul d happen to
the plan when you get new -- a new President and say
she -- Sarah Palin is for devel opnent.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  Don't tal k about
Sarah. Wtch.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: But that's what we face
all the tine.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  She don't care about
Al askans.

DR JI'M KENDALL: Well, if we have a
five-year plan, it's a five-year plan. The five-year plan
we are in now started with the previous Adm nistration.
And what had happened is toward the end of this five-year
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plan --

MS. DORA LEAVITT: They didn't cone to us
like you are doing now. You are doing this different with
the new Adm nistration with Cohama.

DR JIMKENDALL: | didn't want to say too
much about nyself, but when I was brought up here for a
few months, the director said, | want you to cone up
there, and | said, why, why ne? He said, because you are
a scientist. You listen well. Because | have a hearing
problem so | have to focus listening. | ama scientist.
|"ve done a | ot of the science.

And so this Admnistration is very big on making
deci si ons based on the best science, which includes
traditional know edge. And so you are seeing the result
of sort of a new way of doing business. You nentioned
this is the very beginning. W don't have anything to
bring with us for this effort because nothing has been
witten yet. The EISis not witten.

And we have the testinonies that Tim brought
out, but since this is the very, very beginning, we are
comng to the comunities first. And so we want to nmake

sure that before we put pen to paper -- and Rob back there
is going to be one of the fol ks that hel ps us put pen to
paper -- that we have this testinmony starting from
scratch.
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MS. DORA LEAVITT: Are you going to be
i npl enenting the old testimonies of our Elders that have
passed on on some of these EI'S because they have tal ked
about these testimonies froma long tine ago, and they --
a lot of traditional know edge that they gave the old
Adm nistration and the old MVS peopl e.

MR TIMHOLDER Right. | think that's a
really good idea, and we need to nmake sure that that
testimony is not overlooked. And so by virtue of getting
this into the record now, this will cue us up to --

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  |"'m gl ad John Gol
is no longer the Al askan Region Director. That guy was
pro-devel opment, never |istened, didn't want to hear no
traditional know edge, said hey, | don't want to hear your
problems. That's the kind of guy he was.

DR JI M KENDALL: Understood. Under st ood.
Before | left in January to come up here, | asked the
director, Brommich if I could come to all these meetings.
He said, of course you need to be there. And | guess the
previous regional director didn't come to these neetings.
Vell, 1'"mhere now.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  That guy was | ust
sitting there sending his little lieutenants out so he
didn't get beat up.

DR JI M KENDALL: He should have cane up.
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He woul d have |earned so much.

MR. CARL BRONER: Carl Brower, for the
record. Nuigsut whaler. Also hearing everybody on
protection fromthe -- on the oil industrial side, what
about the protection fromall the other fol ks that are
going to be out there, like the fisheries and the barges
that are going back and forth fromeast to west? What
protection is there going to be on the EIS? Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Very good comment. \When
we net with the mayor today, that sane issue cane up that
all of these other countries are sending all this shipping
and it's going through the Bering Strait and it's com ng
up here. That's a serious issue. And Tim you have been
invol ved in sone of this.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: 1" mglad he brought
that up because we know - -

DR JI M KENDALL: You see it.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  It's going to happen
sooner than |ater. The gateway through North America.
That's going to happen. The shortest access to
transportation. Marine highway, that's going to happen.
VW know this. The Coast Quard needs to be out there nore.

MR TIMHOLDER Right. The -- as you all
know, everybody knows the receding polar ice cap is
opening up more opportunity for nore shipping of all
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kinds, not just oil and gas, but conmercial shipping,

crui se ships, all these kinds of shipping. And part of ny
job down in Washington, D.C. is to participate in

conm ttees of various federal agencies dealing with the
Arctic. And sone of those deal with shipping. And the --
there is a great concern about |ack of infrastructure for
safe harbors, for Coast Guard presence. Everybody knows
there is just way not enough. And so those -- those

I ssues have been brought up.

The issues about conflicts with hunting -- al
that kind of shipping with hunting is somewhat recognized,
but | don't think it's recognized well enough. There is
an organization that's part of the United Nations, the
International Mritine Organization, and they have the
ability to regulate and set sea channels for shipping and
marine traffic, and if we can work to figure out where to
set those shipping |anes best, we can get those
reconmendat i ons through our U S. Coast Guard who
represents the U S. governnent at this International
Maritime Organization.

And I"'mgoing to kind of put that on ny list of
things to do, and hopefully we will try to work sone
things out there; even though it's not our agency's
responsibility to do all that, but I think we can -- we
are up here, we are hearing your testinony and concerns,
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and we can facilitate that, | think.

MR MKE HALLER Carl, could you give Ed

just a mnute to share that with Marjorie, please?
(Transl ation.)

DR JI M KENDALL: Very good comments.
Thank you.

MR. CARL BRONER: The reason | ask because
this village experienced inpact fromother vessels during
our whaling season and al nost cost our quota to be only
taken by half. As a whaling captain, it's our
responsibility to take the whale home to feed our
community to last through the year. And to get inpacted
and not receiving the whole quota is very disturbing.
Thank you.

MR. M KE HALLER: Thank you. Thank you

DR JI M KENDALL: Yeah. That cane up at
our nmeeting today as very inportant. How do you have the
transportation and the shipping not inpact subsistence and
whaling. So that -- thank you. Good comments

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  Because they are
assessi ng each househol d that's been done here, | do
believe, through the North Sl ope Borough Wldlife
Managenent or through one of the organizations that did
survey of the consunption used by each, not househol d, but
by each individual per in the household of the consunption
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and use of marine mammuals, of wildlife, the fish, of how
much average of nearly a thousand pounds per person. And
conposed of 30 percent of marine manmals, which is whal es,
seals, you nane it, the marine manmmals that we use

Another 30 percent is the fish. The fish is the mgrating
fish that comes in fromthe ocean.

It is noted of 28 species of fish that comes
over winter and have them-- and half of those fishes
winter inthe Colville River. Like the Arctic ciscois a
mgration fish that spawn fromthe MacKenzie that has been
pushed through the current until they are three-,
four-year-old. By that tine they are in our river system
But there is fishes that comes in the river. That's why
we are worried what wll happen

These are some of the diets, our customary diet
that we depend on, not just whales, but whales are one of
the main species that we really depend on, and it's been
known over 10,000 years, known that we have been whaling
It's been passed down from generation to generation.

My brothers and | cane froma big whaling
famly. As a matter of fact, cane froma real subsistence
economi c. Qur parents are gone now. Had raised 12 -- 12
children with no cash economc. It's been all
subsi stence, living off the land, living off the sea. And
we are -- and they are gone now. And nowit's our
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responsibility to continue keeping the tradition alive,
and we are passing it on to our kids. That's how the
chain -- the chain of -- the chain link occurs. Wen we
are gone, they will still be here, even when the oil is
gone, been extracted out.

But it needs to be done the right way. Change
in policies, being on the table, sharing the benefit, the
revenue benefits because everything is so high, cost of
living, so expensive. Everything that's transported here
has a markup, 115 percent markup fromthe retail price.

Not all of you have gone to our store today and | ook
around at the prices of our goods conpared to what urban
fol ks pay.

Living an urban life isn't easy. Al ways a cost,
and everything is all very expensive. W are not |iving
in luxury. W are feeling the inpact. And like | say, we
need to be part of the process and enjoy the same benefits
that everybody that lives an urban life that we need to

al so enj oy.
Thank you.
MR TIMHOLDER: Anybody el se want to
speak?
MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: | want to hear from
her.

MR TIMHOLDER: Anybody el se?
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MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: I'Il just share one
here.

MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: M name is
Cd arence Ahnupkana. Yeah. They say they clean up the oi
right. Down in Southeast did they clean up the oil right?
Just the top of it. Under the rocks there is oil, oil
There is nore oil, nore cleanup. Maybe in the near
future, who knows? There will be an oil spill north,
northeast, more and nore and nore and pol lute the Beaufort
Sea. Wo knows? You don't know. | don't know. More
si ckness, nore disease will cone around in the near
future. There will be no -- maybe no left animals there
l'iving.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you

MR. M KE HALLER: This young man here
It's good for us to hear fromthe youth.

MR JI MW OYAGAK: M name's Jimy Oyagak,
city council nenmber of Nuigsut. M only comment is open

ANVWR | ease half of it, a quarter of it. I'msure there
is alot nore oil under there. Leave our oceans al one.
Thank you.

M5. MARJORI E AHNUPKANA:  Earlier we have
mentioned about vessel traffic, open |anes due to climte
change, due to thinning up ice. And there are no nore --
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no more land for the seals and bearded seals to depend on,
the polar bears, the walruses that depend on the ice as
their land. It's shrinking. Now today these manmal s t hat
we speak of and hunt are now using these rivers for

haul -outs. They are being stressed. They are stressed to
a point where -- where our climate change have really
changed, and these are the changes that we are seeing

t oday.

Along tine ago the El ders, when she was able to
remember her surroundings, our Elders have spoken that the
earth was going to shift. It is shifting today. Cimte
change in the Arctic, blizzards, snowstorns in the Lower
48, those are the kind of changes that the Elders have
spoke of. And I, for one, | amw tnessing this today.

One day we will not have any winter. There wll
be no winter on this Arctic. The North Slope is going to
be like Lower 48, ice and snow free. W wll be able to
travel year-round by boat. There will be vessels out
there, either for industrial or commercial, which will be
open. And it's already opening.

And these are the words that | have heard from
my Elders that have left us long time ago. Now I'm
carrying this today ever since | amable to know ny
surroundings when | was a little girl |ike her

There was nothing out there, but today it is
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changi ng. Your people in Lower 48 will experience what we
are experiencing today, snow, blizzard. Your rivers are
going to freeze, lakes are going to freeze. The earth is
shifting. Qur lakes and rivers are not going to be able
to freeze anynore. That's the climte change that we are
seeing today. And | amnot lying to you. It is true

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Thank you
Marjorie

MR CARL BROAER Me again, Carl Brower.
My one last concern is studying the currents out in the
ocean. You got the current fromthe east side that cones
and nmeet the current on the -- fromthe west side. And
when they do neet, it's strong. | experienced |osing
whal i ng equi pnent out in the ocean because of the current
out there. Especially when the south wind and the south
current cone together, the forces are too strong to hold
the big production that's out there.

| just want to see if you guys did any studies
on the current that are further out; not just by the |and,
but the stronger currents that are further out.
Thank you.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  |'mpretty sure you
guys were in Barrow, right?

DR JI M KENDALL: Right.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  You guys see what --
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the pressure ridges that happened from--

DR JI M KENDALL: That was inpressive. |
was there last week. It was flat, and this week three
stories high.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  That's why it needs
to be done the right way. You can't predict Mther Nature
because of the -- what the Mdther Nature can does,
especially here in the Arctic conditions. It can cone
from-- froma calmto --

MR. CARL BROVER: Very violent.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  -- very violent
hurricane type force weat her.

MR CARL BROAER Even if there is no
wind, the current itself is very destructive.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  The current and the
wi nd, once they consult together, that can be very --

MR. CARL BRONER: Very deadly.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  Very danger ous.

DR JI M KENDALL: And the ivus.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: It's not just happening
on top. It's gouging under the sea bed, too.

DR JI M KENDALL: | npressive.

MR MKE HALLER  You know, you were
tal ki ng about Mdther Nature, and | -- very rem niscent
of -- I"msure people in New Zeal and earlier today w sh
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that they had been able to know what Mther Nature had in
mnd for them a terrible earthquake.

DR JI M KENDALL: Everyone is getting
tired.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  Me again, |saac
Nukapi gak. It's the future that we are -- that we need to
consider. Wen oil is gone, we all wll be gone,
especially ny respected Elders. You are ol der than ne.

MR TIMHOLDER:  Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: They are ol der than ne.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: W need to protect
their -- I'mtal king about these kids.

MR MKE HALLER The little ones, right.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  It's their future
that we are -- we are dealing with and doing it the right
way instead of playing -- we are playing Russian roulette
with their livelihood. | knowfor a fact that parents are
teaching themthe right way of -- of living off the Iand,
living off the sea. They -- they have been given a taste,
and they will continue.

If you ever see this young kid as a young man be

a whaler, it's like an individual that lives in urban, has
a dream of become a pilot or career of sone sort. But
when you are a Native, it's always been being a provider
to the community, be a hunter. That's the culture of
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I nupi at. Pass on the traditions that's been passed on to
us for thousands of years.

W have to do it the right way and be part of
the process. That's their future that we are dealing
with. And | want to make sure that maybe -- 1'Il be gone
then, too, when they are -- when they someday becone a
parent or grandfather. They'll have to pass on what they
have been taught. W want to continue keeping our
l'ivelihood alive.

Subsi stence lifestyle is priceless. There is no
price toit, period. It's our livelihood, part of our
culture. That has been passed on to us for thousands of
years.

| nyself wouldn't give ny kids their -- their
traditional diet that's been contam nated. Like, for
i nstance, how would you feel if | realized that our foods
were being contam nated when a disaster can occur? Spills
occur. Q1 spills occur. W have seen that happen with
Qlf of Mexico. and | think that's a wake-up call for the

federal government. |, nyself, wouldn't want to feed ny
kids with contam nated food.
The ocean is abundant by a -- it's abundant

resources that we depend on. Do it the right way. And
I"mglad that Secretary of Interior Ken Sal azar nade t hat
choi ce that during the beginning of every process with the
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EIS to cone to the communities, which is us that are being
i npacted, the nost inpacted comunity, and the people that
are sitting who have never heard or seen the livelihood of
the -- of us. W still make noise. They don't have no --
they are careless and don't have no pity for us.

That's been happening too long. Statements been
ignored. Prom ses been broken. Comm tment never been
followed. Never share -- never share of the benefits. W
need those being part of -- like | say early on, being
part of the process and being on the table to make sure
things are done right and not being ignored.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you

MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA:  For the record,
I"'m d arence Ahnupkana. | have four nephews, four nephews
here listening, watching. They will take over our future.
I's these neetings going to go on and on and on and on
until you get the point? Thank you.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: (to Lois Epstein:)
You bring a translator from Fairbanks or sonewhere where
you conme fron? You have a translator? | amtranslating
for these fol ks here.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  He charges by the
wor d.

MS. LOS EPSTEIN. | just wanted to
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conment very briefly because | was at the --

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  You have an El der
here that don't understand you.

MS. LOS EPSTEIN. Can you interpret for
me?

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: I'mtranslating for
these fol ks here, and you are an individual that came from
anot her organi zati on.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. From Anchor age.

MR EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  Exactly.

M5. LO'S EPSTEIN. Ckay.

DR JIMKENDALL: It is a public neeting.
Anyone fromthe public --

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  So | can translate
for her?

DR JI M KENDALL: Yes, you may, please.

MR EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  Are you going to
pay ne, too? That's a question.

MS. LOS EPSTEIN. | think they will cover
your time for ny conversation, and |I'll be very fast. |Is
t hat okay?

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  Very short.

MS. LOS EPSTEIN. GCkay. Mstly | wanted
to thank the comunity for all your good coments, for
hosting this meeting. | think it's very inportant. And
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al so thanks to the Bureau of Ccean Energy for the
opportunity to speak.

As | said, ny name is Lois Epstein. |'man
engineer. | work on Arctic issues out of Anchorage. And
| left ny card today. | went in and tal ked to people at

the city offices. Unfortunately, the mayor was very busy,
so | didn't get to talk to him except very briefly at the
airport. | was in the tribal offices. | spoke to the
subsi stence organization. And | also stopped in at
Kuukpi k.  So people can get a hold of ne, | left ny
i nformation.

| want to be a resource to the comunity. |
have experience working on Cook Inlet offshore, the zero

di scharge issue. | have done a lot of work on pipelines
onshore and offshore nationally as well as in Al aska for
ten years. | know air pollution is a big issue here in

Nui qsut, and I'mtrying to keep track of that, as well as
i n Kaktovik, encourage people to take photographs of that.
| did want to nention that, you know, as a
wat chdog organi zation, one of the reasons |"'mhere is to
observe and nmake sure the federal government listens to
what everybody says so hopefully that can be -- that can
be hel pful .
Yesterday we heard a |ot in Barrow about the
Conflict Avoidance Agreement and how BOEMRE doesn't have
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the ability to enforce that, and | think that's very
inportant and sonething that they -- the federa
gover nment heard.

So I'"ll nmake nore detailed comments in
Anchorage. That will be on the record. |'mhappy to send
that to anyone. But please, you know, let me know if you
are interested in staying in contact. And if | can help,
I"d like to be able to do that. Thank you.

(Transl ation.)

MS. DORA LEAVITT: | just wanted to put
for the record that we have had very bad representation
fromthe WIderness League in the past, froma
representative that used to live here that is associated
with the Wl derness League or any other environmental
groups. They make out |ike we are a very sick comunity,
a very poor hunting comunity. They speak hal f truth.
Now we are seeing themon TV tal king about Nuigsut.

W heard comments |ike there were 20 respiratory
di stressed babies that were sent out, 120 people on
inhalers. That is not true. W know that there needs to
be a health assessnent that is correct and cones fromthe
community. W are the ones that are inpacted.

| appreciate your comrents, but | would ask you
guys to speak the truth if you are going to try to speak
on behal f of Nuigsut.
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MS. LOS EPSTEIN. | won't speak for you

MS. DORA LEAVITT: O speak what
devel opnent goes around our village. W can speak for
oursel ves. W have heard environmental groups cone in and
distort our testinmonies. They have never been out at our
whal ing camp. They have never been out hunting with us.
And it kind of upsets me to hear it on KACN TV from our
past representative that is closely associated with the
environnental groups. | was kind of pissed off when |
heard those testinonies.

And those were a lot of lies that were com ng
fromthe WIderness League, fromthe Al aska Pacific
Coalition and other environnental groups that speak on
behal f of these conmunities that are inpacted. They are
not wel conme here a lot of times, you know, after the
m srepresentation of our conmunities. They don't come
here and speak -- you know, people kind of shut their
doors because of the lies that were presented from
their -- their organization.

And | would just like to make that for the
record. Thank you.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. |I'mwith the WIderness
Soci ety, not the WIderness League. And | won't speak for
people fromthe community. | would like to help if I can.
MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  |'m gl ad Dora
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brought that up. W had an individual that was affiliated
with a group, was so-called fired, a physician's
assistant. No longer holds a license to practice medica
for telling lies to the world of msleading the gl oba
organi zations that have been -- that are affiliated with
the Friends of the Earth or any environnental
organi zati ons.

W still have abundance of wildlife. W are not
starving. Wales are abundant. The fish are abundant.
But like | say, we need to do it the right way.

Regul ations need to be changed, need -- new enforceable
policies need to be inplemented within the federal |evel.
|"mgoing to repeat nyself over and over because of what
happened in the past that had ignored our requests. It's
| i ke being shut down by the federal governnent.

| think that's the only way that things can be
worked on, the utilization of new technol ogy in
integrating the science and traditional know edge. W

know that we can't -- we can't go backwards. There is
absolutely no way nyself or any of themthat's sitting
here won't -- can go backwards. W can survive. The

El ders that had lived the traditional way w thout |ights,

heating, are gone. W depend on it nowadays. Wthout it,
wi thout the -- without the oil to keep our house warm we
can't go back. W are adopted to that way.
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Even you; even you may be affiliated with other
organi zation, you still utilize it. But maybe you are
driving a Cadillac with the oil, gas being poured in your
vehicle or going on a luxury cruise or do sports hunting.
Still -- and you are still fighting.

W are very fortunate to come fromthat we are
off fromthe Third Wrld. Because of these benefits that
had happened fromfornmation of our hone governnent, we
will be able to tax the industry of the facilities. Now
we are enjoying life. Qur livelihood is much easier.

| grew up in the honey buckets in the past, no
running water. These are benefits that we see.

Enpl oyment. In the past unenploynent with the Natives was
al nost nearly 90 percent unenploynent rate. Nowadays
what's been di scovered, people have a career in public
service; not only in public service, but in the
international -- in the national market being conpetitive,
conpanies to be able to provide jobs, enployment, training
and show the benefits.

W can't go back. W are -- we are adopted to
it. There is absolutely no way that we coul d go back
There is absolutely no way. W can survive. W will

grunble. | want you to understand that. Thank you
M5. LOS EPSTEIN. Thank you, |saac and
Dora. And | -- let ne tell you what | will say in
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Anchorage. | would say | agree with what Dora said, take
it slow Thereis alot of things that the federa
governnent needs to do before it nmoves offshore. |
understand the need for devel opment in Alaska. | was
hired because |'ve spent ny career trying to make it
better to stop the | eases frompipelines. Spent nany
years working on that regulatory structure.

And now those | essons, noving over to the Bureau
of Ccean Energy, the federal governnment pipeline agency is
part of Departnent of Transportation, so | agree with
al most -- just about everything | heard tonight and
that's -- that's where |I'mcomng from

W do need to take it slow. And potentially,
you know, oil shale on State lands is a way to fill the
pipeline. W haven't tried that yet. It's working in
North Dakota. There are other options besides the
of fshore. And those need to be considered by the
gover nnent .

So thank you. And 1'd love to talk to you nore
about this.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: | don't testinony
after overtime because you have to pay ne.

MR TIMHOLDER And the Tea Party is in
charge of Congress and they are cutting our budget, so
it"s going to be hard to pay you, you know. That's just a
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j oke.

Qur schedule is to go to 9:45, and it's 9:45.
And | think we will -- ny sense is everybody has had an
opportunity to speak. If I'mwong, |let ne know.

MR EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  Can | say a very
short, brief -- My name is Edward Nukapi gak, for the
record. |'ma Nuigsut whaler. In the past we have -- we
heard tonight about a lot of things that the governnent
hasn't really heard of, particularly the new panel that
has been selected to oversee and comng to comunities and
gat hering comrents and concerns about the possible
five-year |ease plan.

Toni ght we heard about buffer zones, deferral
lines. Deferral |ine has been brought before Mnerals
Management Service and all the other agencies. It has
al ready been docunented, but in the past Secretary of the
Interior have not really |ooked into it under Bush
Adm ni stration.

Nui gsut is the only one that's been left out
fromthis critical -- that habitat that needs to be
preserved, particularly with offshore exploration.
Deferral line is something that we need to be protected if
federal government wants to be out there to open |ease
sal es.

These areas are not just one island we are
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speaking of. There are nunerous islands that need to be
deferred fromfurther seismc exploration and in the
devel opnent phase. These are the critical habitat of the
wildlife, of the marine manmal s that depend on haul -outs.
W have haul -outs. Wen there is no ice, they depend on
these islands for calving.

| spoke with this young man over here earlier
before we had this neeting going. Hmand | had a good
conversation. | gave himsome nice, good, strong
pointers. And we spoke of deferral lines. W spoke of
the current and the ice conditions that these El ders and
the rest have spoke of. Those have been offset in the
past, and we are still seeing themtoday with different
faces, with new panel, wth new agencies that cones to
this community.

That deferral line is very inportant to us, and
it may be inportant to federal government because it's in
federal waters. It may be in the best interests of
their -- of United States energy needs.

So how are you going to bal ance subsistence vice
versa industrial? Not only oil and gas producers, but we
are talking about marine traffic lane that is bound to
open. Wat kind of mtigation inpact is the federa
governnent going to give to those nonindustrial vessel
traffic that may open in federal waters, either com ng
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fromAtlantic side or comng from Chukchi or fromthe
Bering Strait side?

W tal k about mtigation inpact. Wen you talk
about social inpact, those are the -- are the inpacts that
you are going to -- we are experiencing today. Do you
think that these oil conpanies are going to do good in
giving mtigation inpact to this comunity? O is the
conmunity going to ask the federal governnent to set aside
what ever |ease tracts they have sold on behalf of oil and
gas industry? How nuch can you give to the comunity so
that the conmunity can continue to hunt and harvest?

Earlier you finally figure out what the
mtigation inpact fund neant for the onshore and of f shore,
particularly with Northstar, Pioneer. The inpacts are to
us nean that we have to travel further distance, which is
al ready happeni ng today.

Wth what city can give us, we are only limted
to our boundl ess boundary of our subsistence. W have to
travel further out while this 20 gallons per month is
going to provide the community with what we hunt fromthe
of fshore and how nuch of horsepower are they |ooking at
just fromthis 20 gallon that each hunter receives? So |
amlimted to travel and harvest fromthe ocean because
the inpact is not giving ne enough to travel further to
harvest and provide for the food on the table.
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So those are the things that we have tal ked of
tonight. And we heard the conditions of what Mt her
Nature can do. | think you have already experienced what
a current can do to an ice buildup pressure ridge |ike you
have nentioned in Barrow. These are our unexpected
conditions that can happen. It wll not give you any
warning. National Wather Service ain't going to give you
no warning that sonething is going to happen out there
when the weather is blow ng out there 24 hours ahead of
time. No. It happens instantly.

I ce, you can have ice free, and next thing you
wi |l have ice out there. The current is pushing the w nd,
and the current are pushing the ice together. It can open
the lead within mnutes. It can close the lead within
m nut es.

And you can hear those icebergs slanmm ng | ouder
than what you can hear banging on a drill rig. That's the
kind of current that we have heard of, that we have seen
and heard all these big chunks of ice, no matter how big
you | ook at them \Wen they cone together, they are
smashed, the current -- the ice is carrying them swrling
them So what's going to happen if you put out a drill
rig out there? You think one or two ice breakers is going
to be enough to protect a drill ship out there? No.

Are those other vessels, support vessels, are
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t hey double hull to protect from being possibly crushed
and have a spill themselves? W are not only talking
about a drill ship and a drill rig that may have an oi
spill. W are talking about other vessels that m ght have
oil spills that may be inpacted by some sort of a current,
i ce because the vessels are not double hull. They are
single hull, and they are easily smashed. So we are
not -- those are the kind of spills we are talk about,
too. W are not just talking about froman oil rig that's
going to have a mgjor blowout. You going to think about
safety and do it the right way, you are |ooking at those
ot her vessels, al so.

So there is sonething that -- that we all have
to work together and what -- and how can you bal ance
subsi stence vice versa industry? You can't. How can they
work together? The only way that it can work together is
that we all have to work together

You cone to our comunity to gather infornation
You wanted to hear traditional know edge. You want to
incorporate traditional know edge into black and white.
And you wanted to have traditional know edge fromthese
El ders that have nore know edgeabl e that we have inherited
and fromthese pictures that you have seen up here.

| have experienced the Sivulluk prospect early
in the '80s. Federal government was so carel ess when they
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first opened the |ease sale. Hanmerhead is now called
Sivulluk. That's where Shell first drilled their
prospect. Wen federal government opened that to
Hammer head, everything was chaos.

There was no absolutely monitoring of these
of fshore oil and gas -- there were |ess nonitoring back
then when they first started that offshore. Careless in
discharging oil spill and the fluids into the ocean. And
|"ve seen icebergs covered with drill nud, not natura
mud. Those | have seen in the past.

And noise is a factor. Yes, noise is a factor
in offshore. W talk about bowhead whal es, they are
vul nerable to noise. And not only bowhead whal es, but
also to the other marine manmmals. But in order for us to
do it in a safer manner, our area in the Beaufort Sea
needs to be nore studied before it can be given to the oi
and gas producers.

W know that we have been opposing to offshore
fromtime to time over and over; no, no alternative is no
sale. And next thing we hear is there is a sale going on
there. Qur voices have been heard. They have gone from
one ear and out to the other. | think that maybe there is
more problems. |'mnot going to say. Under Cbhama
Adm nistration, | see now that he has -- has put a panel
together that's willing to listen to us now, hoping to
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listen to us, not just this conmunity, but also those
other conmunities that are being -- will be affected. But
" mvery disappointed that Chukchi Sea side is being nore
favored and that's not being inpacted yet.

The Beaufort Sea side, Kaktovik and Nuiqgsut are
the only two that is being heavily inpacted. And they are
getting nore -- they have been granted nore than what we
have asked for. W have been denied fromtine to time,
not just by one agency; by another agency that we are
dealing with the sane offshore issue. One agency i s going
to say yes, the other is going to say no.

W tal k about air quality, water quality. Those
are the folks that's going to be coming to this conmnity
and make the same presentation for offshore and the
sane -- possibly sane drill ships that we have spoken in
the past, the testinonies that have been given.

This is just the beginning because you have
nothing to present to us. And one way that we can nake
this to come alive is that we have to work together and we
have to put this in the manner where it's not going to
af fect our subsistence |ivelihood.

And we are hoping that we should not be driven
out of Cross Island area because there m ght be so much
devel opnent going on over there. The land fall of the
pipeline is another thing. And those are the -- right on
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the path of the mgration of bowheads, the wal ruses that
comes ashore fromthe north

So we all have to sit down and think what's
going to happen now. Wat's going to happen if you guys
| eave tonmorrow? WIIl this community -- will this
communi ty here ever hear fromyou folks again? WIIl we
ever have a prom se feedback? WII| there be any proni ses
that -- that we want the comunities and the other
communities want -- want to say no to offshore.

But after hearing fromny whaling captains and
ot her whaling captains, | see they are not opposed to it.
They are not opposed to offshore. |'mone of the whaling
captains. They want to nmake sure that the governnment do
it the right way with strongest regulations. The
regul ations need to be stronger. There need to be sone
observers out there because we don't want to go through
that back in 19 early '80s again. | don't want to see
that happen. Wy? Because of Hanmerhead.

Under oil/whal ers agreement back in '86, before
that came -- even came alive, we had a lot of air and
vessel traffic for two seasons. Two seasons none of the
whal es were sited. Two seasons none of the whales were
| anded because of the low altitude of the aircraft and the
choppers that are being shuttled back and forth to the
drill ship. A lot of supply vessels going back and forth
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to West Dock is something that has caused all the whal es
to be skittish. They had to even travel further out, and
that's risking their crew nenbers' Iives.

So anyway, |'mnot opposed to offshore. | just
want to see that it is done in mninal environnentally
| ess impact. And for us to do so, I'mgoing to ask you
that you go back to Washington, D.C. and tell the
Secretary that the Nuiqsut whalers have been |eft out on
this deferral line. |If that deferral |ine cannot be
granted, then it nust be challenged by the conmunity
because it is very inportant.

That Cross Island has been there |ong before
these comrercial and Yankee whal ers have cane that far
north. M people were there subsisting on bowheads,
wal ruses. There are now some bowhead skulls starting to
subnerge -- emerge on the north side of the island. Those
are the signs of the old whalers that have harvested those
whal es. None of us have harvested and | anded a whal e on
the north side of the island.

And we tal k about winter ice conditions because
it is -- we are out there during hurricane season. That's
another thing: There is always a weather factor
sonetines. But tonight | just want to make sure that our
people want to do it in a safer and environnental way.

And we are hoping that -- one oil company that
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doesn't listen to us is Shell. W are hoping that Shel

wi || understand where we are coming from Shell is the
one that we have been always having a hard tine. That's
their royal touch. They are fromanother country. And we
are not going to be stanmpeded by them unl ess the federal
governnent gives themstronger stipulations. It is
sonething that we have gone through, and we don't want to
go through this again with that one conpany.

So anyway, | thought |I'd give a short coment,
concern after hearing fromny col | eagues about a | ot of
certain issues that have been cone forward before you
fol ks.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Good night.

DR JI'M KENDALL:  Anen.

MR CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: For the record,
my nanme is Clarence. | think that's the end of it. Thank
you.

(Proceedings adjourned at 10:11 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcribed under my direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
my hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2011.

MARY A. VAVRI K
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
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Page 2 Page 4
; _— Z\erp PEARANGCES L industry, and then the Chukehi and the Beaufort,
Arctic Liaison 2 Now, what makes this very different is that no
3 U S. Departnment of the Interior .
4 BLgne(?uEgg o(r)i:eea&riner gy Management, Regul ation 3 decisions r_1ave been made an_d no proposals have been made.
4 |sthere going to be one sale in the Beaufort and one sale
> ALm ﬁen%zlg! onbh- B or 5 in the Chukchi? We don't know. No decision has been
6 sl S X pgge‘am‘?g;e?;y t,\?ﬁa'ggtngrﬁti lregulation | 6 made. It could beone or the other or it could be no
7 and Enfor cenent 7 sdes.
8 8 The decisionmaker is the Secretary of Interior.
9 9 And we have been sent to talk with you, listen to what
10 Taken by: Mary A Vavrik, RVR 10 your concerns are, listen to what you believe the issues
11 11 that need to be addressed and to see what you think of
12 12 this. Weare here. We are an open book. We are here to
13 13 listen. No decisions are made. We will take your
14 14 information. It will be put into the environmental impact
15 15 statement. Y our concerns will be recorded. We have a
16 16 recorder, Mary here. And that will go up to the
17 17 decisionmaker all the way to the Secretary, who then will
18 18 make these decisions, but no decisions have been made as
19 19 of now.
20 20 We have folks from all over the country here.
21 BE IT KNOW that the aforenentioned proceedi ngs were taken |21 WEeregoing asto start with --
22 at the tine and place duly noted on the title page, before |22 (Trandlation by Edward Nukapigak.)
23 Mary A Vavrik, Registered Merit Reporter and Notary |23 DR.JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.
24 Public within and for the State of Al aska. 24 1'll try to speak slower. I'm very bad at that. Again,
25 25 weare herein alistening mode. No decisions have been
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 made. Thereareno plans. We want to hear what people
2 (Blessing given by Marjorie Ahnupkana.) 2 think. We will take the information back. We have a
3 DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, good evening, and 3 recorder who isrecording every word. So we would also
4 welcome to the scoping meeting for a programmatic 4 ask that when you come up and you tell us what you think
5 environmental impact statement for the next offshore oil 5 and what you are worried about and your concerns, please
6 and gas program. My name's Jim Kendall. | am the Acting 6 state your name so we have that for asign of respect. We
7 Regional Director for the Alaska Region, or we call it 7 want to record the names. We like one person to speak at
8 BOEMRE, the Bureau of Ocean Energy. We used to be MMS. 8 atime. And | have associates here that will help to
9 And we do have atranslator with us tonight. 9 answer any questions. And now | need afavor.
10 Andsincel talk fast, I'm going to try and slow down. 10 | am very, very hard of hearing. | am deaf in
11 Okay? 11 my left ear, partia here[indicating], so | haveto
12 Now, the reason why we're here is the Outer 12 redly focusto listen. So I'm going to sit right there
13 Continental Shelf Lands Act -- should | slow down or -- 13 sol canlisten, and I'm going to let Mr. Tim Holder sort
14 the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act requires that before 14 of runthe meeting. That way | can give undivided
15 the Secretary of the Interior can make a decision to have 15 attentionto what issaid. Thisisvery, very important.
16 aleasesale, he hasto have afive-year planin effect. 16 (Trangdlation.)
17 Thecurrent five-year program endsin 2012. It went from 17 MR. TIM HOLDER: Okay. Whoever would like
18 2007 to 2012. Now we are planning for the next five-year 18 to spesk.
19 plan, 2012 to 2017. 19 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: Sir, before we give
20 Now, because that's a major federal action, the 20 our own testimony, could | ask your names.
21 National Environmental Policy Act requires usto do an 21 MR. TIM HOLDER: Oh, yeah, yeah.
22 environmental impact statement to look at the potential 22 DR. JIM KENDALL: Very good idea.
23 impact from these sales. Now, right now the areas of 23 MR. TIM HOLDER: Excuseus. Excuseus.
24 potential interest -- and thisis something very 24 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: What position you
25 different -- are Cook Inlet if thereis any interest by 25 arewith.
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DR. JIM KENDALL: I'll start. I'm Jim
Kendall. | am the Acting Regional Director for the bureau
up here. Up until January 1<t, | was head of the
environmental program for the entire bureau out of
Washington. | worked in the Gulf Region, Gulf of Mexico,
for 11 years. | have been in headquarters 11 years, total
of 22 years, and | would oversee the assessment, the
analysis, and the science.

And our Secretary is very concerned and very
focused at making decisions based on the best science and
traditional knowledge. So he said, Jim, sinceyou are a
scientist and you work with folks and you know about using
science, | want you to go up there for afew months and
work with the team. So thisisanew day.

And then my colleague, Tim Holder, you are from
where?

MR. TIM HOLDER: | am based in Washington,
D.C., and my jobisto act as liaison between our
Washington, D.C. headquarters and our processes and events
going on with environmental issuesin our Alaska office.
| dways haveto say that | lived 25 yearsin Alaska; 19
in Anchorage and six in Nome. So | try to get as many
pointsas| can.

MR. MIKE HALLER: I'm Michael Haller, and
I'm the Alaska Region community liaison, and | grew up in
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MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: Alaska Wilderness
Society?

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: TheWilderness -- it's
anational group. And I'm here to listen to what
everybody hasto say. I'm not with the federal
government.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: You are not with
these groups?

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: Right. Sol might
actually make a couple comments, too. It's a national
conservation organization. We support oil and gasin
Alaska done right without spills and in the right
locations. I'll make some comments. But not everywhere.

(Trangdlation.)

MR. TIM HOLDER: Okay. Thank you. Sowe
will just open up the floor here to comments. If you are
going to speak in English, if you could step up to the
microphone and state your name so Mary can get that down
for therecord. And let's go from there.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Wél, | could start off
with saying what we have heard. We have been to Kotzebue,
Barrow, Wainwright, correct? And tomorrow we are going to
Kaktovik. And the issues that we have heard that we are
aready taking back are that some of the communities say
that before anything happens they want a seat at the
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Alaska. So I'm happy to be here with you tonight. Thank
you very much.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Mary isour recorder,
and she's very busy, so I'm not going to bother her. And
Mike.

MR. MIKE ROUTHIER: Yeah. My nameisMike
Routhier. | work in the Anchorage office, and I'm aNEPA
coordinator, which means that | help write the
environmental documents like El Ses.

MR. STEVE TEXTORIS: My name's Steve
Textoris. I'min the Washington, D.C. office and I'm the
Acting Leasing Division Chief. | came to the Department
of Interior from the Environmental Protection Agency and
background in environmental consulting.

MR. ROB MCWHORTER: My nameis Rob
McWhorter. | work for Argonne National Laboratory.
Argonne National Laboratory is helping BOEMRE with the
national environmental impact statement. And I'm grateful
to be here, too.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. Thank you
for pointing that out. | didn't mean to missall my
folks.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: My nameisLois
Epstein. 1'm an engineer with the Wilderness Society in
Anchorage. And it's anonprofit, and I'm interested --
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table. They want to be part of the process.

They are concerned about infrastructure. Are
there enough assets up here and equipment to do it right?
Thereis concern it will not and should not and must not
interrupt subsistence at all. We take that back. Isthe
technology available to clean up a spill if, heaven
forbid, there was a spill.

So those are the issues your colleagues and your
fellow citizens have mentioned in the last couple of days.
And those are the messages we are taking back. And so we
are here to hear what you want to add to that group.

Don't be shy.

(Trangdlation.)

MR. CARL BROWER: Carl Brower, Nuigsut
whaler. We had folks like you that came by about less
than ayear ago receiving testimony from this village.

And | ask them, in the EIS they had nothing -- nothing put
in the book about mitigation measures for offshore. And
thereason | ask, | aways ask them what mitigation
measures do you guys have for the whalers on whaling. And
| brought that out. And the only answer | got was Marine
Mammal Protection Act.

And | wonder what you guys are going to put in
the EIS on -- that's coming up on mitigation measures.

Thank you.
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MR. TIM HOLDER: Wéll, when we have a--
you know, like when questions come up, I'll try my best to
answer the questions. For this -- this stage of the
process of writing the EIS, it'sto bring up concerns, and
then the next step of the processisto write the
environmental impact statement, draft environmental impact
statement, then go out for more meetings later on this
year. And then in that, because thisis a broad
programmatic EIS, | don't believe at that stage that we
put mitigation measures in there. Jim?

DR. JIM KENDALL: Not at this stage.

MR. MIKE ROUTHIER: Right.

MR. TIM HOLDER: | don't believe so. |
believe that the stipulations are brought in -- once you
have afive-year program and if there are lease salesin a
EIS and then you come to alease sale EIS, that's when you
put in stipulations. Okay.

DR.JIM KENDALL: Right. Thereisno
leasing plans right now. Thiswould describe for the
Secretary, this document, on the concerns should there be
alease sale. And then when they have lease sales, you
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A couple of things | want brought out time and
time again that prior during the past Administration that
we have expressed over and over about comments, including
utilization of traditional knowledge with science. But --
but in the past we have been ignored by the federa
government. And even during the early process of these
lease salesin the Outer Continental Shelf -- I'ma
whaling captain, commissioner for Alaska Eskimo Whaling
Commission, one of the 11 communities that do subsistence
hunt under the IEWC system with -- including the NMFS
process of being -- AEWC being managed through the
management plan.

Asthe process of lease sale occur, when leases
are being acquired by the oil companies, we have been
trying to work so hard with the industry to accept a
Conflict Avoidance Agreement to make sure that our
subsistence whaling is not being disrupted by activity.
We have seen that happen in the past.

And | like the idea of what our western
neighbors say, that yes, | definitely believe that we
have -- that we need to be part of the process. I'min

22 would have the documentation and then the mitigations and 22 agreement with the western villagers from Barrow saying
23 stipulations. Thisisat the very, very -- we are getting 23 that we need to have a seat on the table. I'm very much
24 everybody involved at the very beginning of the process. 24 in agreement with it.
25 So what I'm hearing from you, sir, Carl, is that 25 Part of the revenue sharing of the leases.
Page 11 Page 13
1 you want strong mitigations to protect subsistence 1 Alaskahad -- al these years of lease Outer Continental
2 whaling. 2 Shelf leases that Alaska hasn't received a dime because of
3 MR. CARL BROWER: Yeah. 3 the paliciesthat's been established in the past where
4 MR. TIM HOLDER: And so that's an issue 4 Louisianaand New Mexico is the one that benefit when
5 that wewill putin. We will take that back and the 5 thereisasale occur. So revenue sharing would be abig
6 Secretary will seethat. To kind of backtrack on your 6 example. I'm not against oil and gas, but aslong asit
7 question, | think this may have been a meeting in November 7 can be doneright. Most environmental impact alternative
8 and it was on a supplemental environmental impact 8 that isinitiated -- we know what the nation needs for
9 statement on some very narrow issues. And that's why you 9 national security, but it needs to be done right.
10 didn't see stipulationsin there. Stipulations were -- 10 We need to pace -- we need to be paced on slow
11 and that was a supplemental EIS for the Chukchi 193 final 11 pace and proper chains of regulation that need to be
12 EIS. And there are -- will be stipulationsin that 12 initiated even at the federal level to mandate the
13 environmental impact statement. So it getskind of 13 impact -- mandate of the mitigation measures that are
14 confusing because there islots of documents and lots of 14 being implemented.
15 processes. 15 Weall know that Shell got shot down recently by
16 DR. JIM KENDALL: But theimportant point 16 the EPA appeal board because of the conditions. The
17 ismitigations to protect the whaling hunts, period. 17 Beaufort is our Guard of Eden that we want to protect.
18 (Trangdlation.) 18 Our whaling isvery important. Our diet is-- our
19 MR. TIM HOLDER: Next? 19 traditional diet is very important to us, living off the
20 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: For the record, 20 land, living off the sea. So we need protections. Do it
21 Isask Nukapigak. First | want to welcome you to our 21 right, you know, and be part of the process.

NN NN
a b~ WN

community to hear, express of my fellow Inupiat people's
concern during the early process of the programmatic
environmental impact statement as the federal government
proceeds.

N NN DN
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And | know you guys are in the early stage. |
clap the Obama Administration is making the right choice
by -- with our Secretary of Interior that's going to be
the one that's going to make the decisions whether the
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next five years of Outer Continental Shelf, whether the
lease will occur or not. But we need protections.
Thereisalot of regulations and policies that
need to be changed within the federal level for our
protection. They aretoo loose. One good example would
be adopting the Norwegian standards in relation to oil and
gas of zero tolerance discharge. Y ou have industry that
are -- have buckets to transport al their waste instead
of -- right now the policy indicated very well that as
long as they are in compliance with the regulations, they
can't dispose their waste, the ballistic drilling muds and
so forth. But | think by changing and adopting the new
standard would really help us out.
It is our Garden of Eden. The fish that
migrate. Thereis an abundance of Fish & Wildlife that we
depend on that we are trying to protect and -- trying to
protect -- and it will jeopardize our livelihood if none
of these policies and regulations are being -- of being
replaced with new type of standard policy. | think by
having -- by having a seat on thetableisa--it'sa
good step of being part of the process. We need
protection.
Likel say, like | know you will hear more of
that from my fellow -- my local residents. Time and time
again that we express our opinions that science and
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deadline on your comments?

MR. MIKE HALLER: Wedo. March 31st. We

will pass these around now.
(Trangdlation.)

MR. FRANK MATUMEAK: Frank Matumeak. I'm
asubsistence user in Nuigsut. We have been giving our
testimonies for over 30 years for the same thing that you
have, and I'm wondering if you have studied any of this
testimonies that we have been giving to all the entities
that have been coming here to the village of Nuigsut.

Now, I'm very concerned about our lifestyle
mainly because we depend on the oceans and our waters and
therivers. And thisdoes not only include Alaska. It
includes Canada, Greenland, Russia. And this very current
that you are thinking about putting into production is
just endangering all of that -- all those people that uses
the same foods that we do. And we all are in the same
environment. And I'm glad you are having this meeting.
Now, my understanding is that you have these
five-, ten-year plansto do this. | don't want to be a
part of a group that will threaten our people and our
livelihood. | don't mind oil companies drilling on our
lands where -- on the land onshore where we can contain
anything. Heck, look at that -- that Gulf of Mexico, man,
that really hurt awhole bunch of people. Andwho is
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traditional knowledge work together, but they have been
ignored. I'm glad that Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar
realized that and sent you guys up to hear and put
together information, you know, what the people feel. I'm
glad for him that he's making the right choice in starting
the right new path of what's going to happen in the next
five years, asthe -- asthe lease sale planning is due to
expire and the new environmental impact statement be
written.

I mean, thereislots-- I've got lots of things
in my mind, but I'm just going to go ahead and give you
what | believe as awhaling captain. We need protections.
I know I think | take too much of your time, but thereis
other people that wants to express their thoughts.

Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.
Thank you very much. That's what we need to hear.

MR. MIKE HALLER: I just wanted to
mention, any of you who want to write letters to us or any
detailed sort of offering written-wise, please do that.

We have away and means for you to get that to us. So if
you would please feel that you can -- not only in talking
with us tonight, but follow up with writing your ideas
down, as you were talking about | saac.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: Do you have a
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going to be accountable if something like that happens on
our oceans on theice?

And we got no control over that ice. Nobody
does. No matter how many things you do or look at the way
you can correct that problem, it's never going to be
there. And that's the power of the ice and the ocean.

And we live with it. We understand it. And --

But | don't want to be a part of agroup that is
making aten-year plan, 20-year plan, whatever plan they
have that will endanger our livelihoods and our people.
But | do enjoy the service of sharing alittle bit of
wealth from the oil companies when they do it right on
land. But any time you get on the ocean, I'm very,
very -- | don't want to be a part of agroup that is going
to be making plans to have alease sale or anything
because that's really hurting our lifestyle.

Just like when you study history -- and you
aways study history. Look at the Black Hills, all that
gold taken away from the Indians because of that almighty
gold. Now you are doing the same doggone thing out in the
ocean for the cil. And that will disrupt our livelihoods
and our source of food, our mainstay.

Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.
MR. TIM HOLDER: Next?
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1 DR. JIM KENDALL: Please, don't be shy. 1 They say they are going to come, like, in July and then
2 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: Can | speak acouple 2 they are going to be 100 miles out. In July the shores --
3 more? 3 the--theiceisdtill closeto the -- the shoreline,
4 DR. JIM KENDALL: Sure. We are here until 4 seven miles. How are they going to be 100 miles out?
5 9:45. If thereistime, you can come up and talk more. 5 When they start to make their way to the Beaufort Sea from
6 MS. DORA LEAVITT: I'm DoraLeavitt. I'm 6 the south with the winds and the weather, they are going
7 representing the City of Nuigsut. I'm the cultural 7 to beforced to come closer and come in through the
8 coordinator. And we do alot of commenting with industry. 8 barrier islands or just north of the barrier isandsto
9 Thereisalot of people coming in proposing projects, and 9 get to their prospect.
10 yet we have such a short window of time to comment on such 10 These are some of the things that they put on
11 ahigthing like this. Wewould like more time to review, 11 paper and say, yeah, we are going to do it thisway. We
12 moretimeto -- to -- to, you know, for usto think about 12 will be 100 miles out when we get to wherever so we won't
13 what's going to be out there. It's about time the federal 13 disturb the hunters and the marine mammals. And | was --
14 government came and start coming up with the beginning of 14 when | read that, | was, like, you know what, our ice --
15 their process. 15 thepack iceisstill realy closein July.
16 For years we have been expressing our concerns 16 And then they have amonth to drill. Likefor
17 over and over again. This community is the most impacted 17 the Sivulluk project, they will comein July, they will
18 community in the North Slope. We are the onesthat are 18 drill a Sivulluk until August 25 and pull out. Where are
19 living with the oil and the pipeline. We are having to go 19 they going to pull out to? To the shore? Isit the day,
20 under it when we are out hunting. And it's never ending, 20 thelast day going to be the 25th? Because when our
21 these community hall, this never -- you know, besides 21 whalers go out there, they are going 97 miles to get to
22 bingo, but there is so much that goes on with meetings, 22 our whaling camp. When we go out seal hunting, we go far.
23 and yet we have a short window to comment. Thirty daysis 23 Our ocean is not just like Barrow whereit's
24 not enough. 24 just right across the street, you know. It'sright there
25 And my concerns about this-- the lease sale is 25 when they do their seal hunting. Us, we haveto go 14
Page 19 Page 21
1 that you guys are going to go ahead and sell the whole 1 milesto theriver and another seven to 20 milesto the
2 thing, you know. We need to take it slow. When | look at 2 icepack, you know. And they have a buffer zone. We
3 the Chukchi, they are protected. Twenty-five miles of no 3 don't. I'd liketo see an assurance -- I'd like to see a
4 drill, no development, where the Beaufort Sea, we don't 4 buffer zone for the Beaufort Sea and to tell me that we
5 have assurance. We don't have a buffer zoneto tell us 5 are going to be assured that we are going to be able to
6 that we are protected from the development that's going to 6 hunt when thisoil is extracted and they plug the wells.
7 goon. | know this because there is so much oil over here 7 We would like for you guys to come back and
8 that our buffer zones were stripped. McCovey, being only 8 consult with us. | know that when, you know, you guys do
9 four milesfrom Cross Island and Liberty and Northstar. 9 thelease sales, you guys profit the money. Areyou guys
10 Now we have Sivulluk, who is going to be in the path of 10 willing to send someone here to, you know, work with us;
11 our migration. 11 employ somebody that will be -- that has a technical
12 We would like to see more protection in the 12 technology reading of all these EI'S and whatever? We
13 permitting process. We would like to be apart of your 13 don't have anybody herethat -- like that. We are
14 permitting process. And, you know, who is going to assure 14 training at that. We have made that recommendation to EPA
15 usthat when the oil is gone, that we are going to be able 15 and other agencies that -- you know, to the State. I'd
16 to hunt out there, my grandkids, my son? Y ou know, when 16 liketo see onein place with -- under the federal
17 al -- thirty yearsis going to come and it's -- you know, 17 government when these |ease sales happen. Don't just take
18 we seethat with Alpine development. It's already 18 the money back to Washington, D.C. Y ou know, it's about
19 declining. Now they are going to look for more and to tap 19 timethefedera government spent some of that money in
20 into more pipeline to the west of us. 20 these villages that are impacted the most.
21 With offshore devel opment, we don't have any -- 21 And come again because I'm sure you are going to
22 wedon't have any revenue sharing. I'd like to see more 22 hear alot more. We would like more window open so we
23 stipulations, more mitigation in place. 23 have more time to comment and more time to grasp what goes
24 When the devel opers come, the people that have 24 ontheElS.
25 bhought the lease sal e, you know, they have a short window. 25 Thank you.
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MR. TIM HOLDER: Thank you. | havea
question. We have heard this before that Nuigsut -- or |
should say before today when we had meetings today with
the Native Village of Nuigsut, that they would like a
buffer. Could you say -- and Cross Island is the camp
that's where you set off from.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That's our whaling
camp.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Would it be abuffer
around Cross Iland?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That and the mouth of
our river.

MR. I1SAAC NUKAPIGAK: To answer your
guestion, in the past that we have asked for a buffer to
protect our subsistence whaling ground of Cross Island.
We had asked a 20-mile perimeter, asked Cross Island,
being the central location for the 20-mile perimeter for
our protection. And like she got most of my word what
else -- that's what was in my mind.

The benefits that go to the western villages
from Point Barrow all the way to Point Hope, it's not
right for us to deal with where they have a buffer that's
been implemented by former MMS of 20-mile restriction of
no occupancy or no activity from the coastline to 25 miles
from the coastline. Thereisrestrictionsthat you can't
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The rest of the community of the 11 whaling
communities, people will be able to go hunt, come back to
their home place, relax. Nuigsut hasto travel 93 miles
to our whaling ground on one of the barrier islands, Cross
Island, and have to be out there until we meet our quota.

In times when Mother Nature don't cooperate, we need to be
out there longer.

At one point | remember us being out there
for seven weeks and didn't met our quota system because of
activities and the weather prediction where our
subsistence hunt and the whales were disrupted because of
this heavily activity going on in the Beaufort. We had to
go 30 miles north. That's where we finally were able to
see whales because there was so much activity east of
Cross Idland.

And that time we had no choice because awhale
was got 35 miles north of Cross Island because of the
safety. These small boats that we go out in to harvest,
weather prediction got bad on us. We had no choice but to
let go of the whale even though we didn't want to. And
that year was so harsh because we didn't meet our quota.
And it was very noticeable in this community. There was
no whale meat for the community. There was no whale meat
stored in our cellars. People were hurting. Very limited
stocks of -- for our nutritional diet. That's the way
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do any sort of activity. And here all these years that we
have been asking for a buffer zone, a buffer to -- that
would protect our whaling, our whaling, subsistence
whaling ground. It'savery important area.

Likewhat Dora say, it'sin the path of the
migration of the bowhead whale. The Camden Bay isavery
important resting, feeding area for the bowhead when there
isastorm. And thereis recommendation being proven by
NOAA where the proposed Shell's prospects, Sivulluk
prospect, and it's only 40 miles east of our whaling --
our whaling ground. It'sright in the path of the bowhead
whale.

We need -- like | say, we need protection. We
need restrictions. We need enforceable policy that needs
to be changed within the federal level. All these years
we have been expressing our concern. Now, utilization of
our traditional knowledge always been ignored. And we
need those protections.

It seems to be that the federal government was
more in favor of our eastern neighbors than the western --
the western district than us because it is known that the
natural resource -- it's been acknowledged that the whales
iswithin that trend. The Barrow are atrend, but we need
protection. We need noise buffer. We need to have that
protection of our whaling ground.
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we --

Like| said earlier, we need to sit at the
table. We need to be part of the process. We areinthe
early stage. And thefina process on the environmental
impact statement.

I've got so much stuff, but | want to give other
folks an opportunity, but everything seems to be coming up
and we need -- like | say, we need protection. And |
think that the federal government needsto lift up. We
are part of the -- we are part of America. Folksin the
Lower 48 don't see the impact. They don't know what type
of livelihood that isfor us -- isfor us Eskimos go
through while everybody is benefitting out of it.

When the price of oil goes up, people scream,
say it'stoo high on the national level. And here we are
only just very short miles away from an ail field, still
paying the high cost of living. And at one point we paid
amost nine bucks agallon just to keep our -- just trying
to survive, trying to keep our house warm from freezing
up.

That's why -- | mean, that's why we need
these -- policies need to be change maybe on the federal
level. Time and time again you are going to hear that
from me. Thereistoo much loose cracks that fell through
the cracks of these policies. Thereisnobody in the
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federal level are monitoring. All the years you issue
sales but not be able to enforce your policy. Thereis
nobody watching them out there, not from the federal
level. The only thing you believeiswhat paper trails
that are being submitted, awritten report.

We know that oil companieslie. They are only
here for one business, to be profitable. I've seen that
stuff during my livelihood. Time to change, and the
federal government needs to live up to its obligation to
enforce and change the policies. It can be where
everybody can benefit. We haven't seen adime ever since
sales had occurred back from lease sale 171 and on.

We need to share some of that sharing, the
revenue sharing. That's one thing that needsto be
changed. It'svery important. We need to be part of the
process and share the benefits. Not folksthat are living
down in the Lower 48 where they areliving in luxury and
not seeing the impact or having to deal with impact.

Thank you.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Can| go up one more?

| forgot. DoraLeavitt once again. | forgot to talk
about the social impacts that is heavy upon thisvillage
that everybody ignores because of the price, maybe. This
community isimpacted. The oil companies give us 50,000 a
year to fight over for subsistence mitigation. That is

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRERRRERRRRRRR
O DN WNRPROOOWNOOMWNEPRO

Page 28

know, 20 gallonsis not enough for our subsistence
hunters. They go out. Like Isaac said, we go out. We go
out so many miles to go to the ocean to go hunt our sedls.
We are not always successful, so we go again when the
weather permits us.

MR. TIM HOLDER: But isthat for offshore
hunting or for --

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That's for wherever
hunting. We are allowed six vouchers per household. Not
every household getsthem. Thereisalot of people that
are |eft out every month, and you know, the --

MR. TIM HOLDER: But it also appliesto
onshore hunting.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: It appliesto wherever
hunting, onshore, offshore. It's just subsistence
hunting. We have acalendar. Y ou know, when thereis
caribou, we go after caribou. When it's fishing time, we
do our fishing. It's not just the one-day fishing when we
are fishing out there when we have nets under theice.

MR. TIM HOLDER: The reason we are asking
iswe have not heard of thisin relation to activities on
the Outer Continental Shelf, so it must be from Pioneer
who isdoing things at, say, Alpine?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: No. That'sthe
development that's going on just at the mouth of the
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not enough for 400-some people. Twenty gallons per 40
households for the subsistence huntersis not enough.
That's really bring atoll on the city that is dispersing
these funds.

We get alot of crap from the community, you
know, but it's something that the industry doesjust to,
you know, make it look good on paper so that you think,
oh, yeah, they are being mitigated. That's okay. That's
not enough. This 50,000 ayear isnot enough. This
community is 80, 90 percent subsistence household hunters.
And when we are given this small mitigation fund to fight
over -- and to me that isa social impact that is brought
to our leaders to this community for our subsistence
huntersto fight over.

MR. MIKE HALLER: Dora, question: Could
you explain for the record what that subsistence fund is
and what you think it should change to?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That subsistence
mitigation fund was given -- like we have one from Pioneer
as amitigation for subsistence hunters because in the
past the subsistence hunters saying they are having to go
further out to hunt their games. So that they thought
maybe that mitigation fund was enough.

With -- with the price, you know, the economy
going up, everything going up, the price of gasis up, you
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Colville River by Natchiq Pioneer Resource on the Oooguruk
project.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: Offshore
approximately four miles north of -- at the mouth of
Colville River.

MR. TIM HOLDER: It'sin State waters?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Yesh.

MR. TIM HOLDER: There we go.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: But till, you know,
the -- my point is that these mitigations are not enough
to -- for the whole village.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Okay.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Socia impactis
ignored. Our community has been really impacted since
development happened with Alpine. When we came -- you see
this picture. Thisis 1973, thisthrow that was made.
When we came, there was no pipeline, there was no -- we
never knew about oil and gas. One community gathering
every day. Meetings have taken the place of our
inspiration, our potlucks, our gatherings. Thereisalot
of bickering and fighting on the VHF. That's social
impact, everybody not for development. It'sa-- you
know, it'sasplit.

We know that the -- you know, the -- the U.S. is
in need for oil. We know that. | drive atruck myself.
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| use some of that oil. But I'm asking them to do it
right and because we are going to be here. We are still
going to be here when this cil runsout. There needsto
be other sources that are looked into. The wind, the
solar, something other than destructing our -- our
livelihood.

There is health assessments that needs to take
place. For the past ten years this community has had a
cancer patient die every year for the past ten years.
Whereisit coming from? There is no health assessment of
why our people are dying of cancer. And it'sbeen -- it's
been ten years straight, boom, boom, boom. Our Elders are
getting sick with cancer, people that don't smoke, people,
whatever, you know, one after the other.

And these are some of the things that the
agenciesignore. For so many years we have voiced these
out. It'stimeto -- they have studied the waters. They
have studied -- they've spent so much money on studying
the marine mammals, and yet they don't come and study who
the people are, how they are impacted, what can you do
when people -- you know, there is no rehabilitation center
on the North Slope for thiskind of stuff.

Let'sgetrea. Let'sget real and let's put
the money back where theimpact is. That'sall I'm
saying. Thank you.

© 00N O WNP

NNMNNRNNNRERRRERRRRRRR
O DN WNRPROOOWNOOMWNEPRO

Page 32

government to cover our way of life. If thewhalesare
gone, what are they going to do? Clone whales or what?
It'sjust -- | don't think there is amitigation
measurement for our way of life. It'sjust there and it
needs to be protected.
Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Next?

MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: I'm Clarence
Ahnupkana. And it's not just the whale. It's not just
the whale migration. Plusit's the fish, the fish we eat,
the whitefish and Arctic cisco. They are traveling east
-- east by each river, so | want you to know before you
start -- before you start drilling, fish migration come
northeast, migrating southwest, whitefish, Arctic cisco.
Plus caribou migrate from northeast heading southwest. We
eat caribou meat. So | want you to know this ahead of
time.

| eat whale. | eat muktuk. That's my favorite

food, plus whitefish, caribou, even ducks or geese or seal
or bearded seal. Those are more important food we eat. |
get real hungry real easy when | have chicken, fried
chicken or chicken soup. That's not enough. When | eat
whale meat and fish, | feel more much comfortable after |
grow up with Native food.

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 31

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. MIKE HALLER: Thank you.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Next?

MR. ERIC LEAVITT: My nameisEric
Leavitt. I'm asubsistence hunter/whaler in the Village
of Nuigsut. | just want to comment on the OCS, the Outer
Continental Shelf. It'sareally touchy subject. If
another lease sales go on, for instance, if abig player
buys aplot of land on the OCS part where the whales are
migrating and they strike oil and they have a blow out,
that's going to affect our whaling. The whales are going
to go through that path. They are going to get al oiled
up and they are going to die, and we are going to die with
them.

| just want to say that they should not do the
OCS and move to, like, onshore where it can be -- if there
isan oil spill onshore, it can be picked up, at least 90
percent of it, whereas offshore you never know how much
you can get; maybe, if you are lucky, 40 percent dueto
the currents and theice. So I'm just saying no offshore
due to the protection of our whaling becauseit's been
going on for thousands of years.
Also the mitigation measures for whaling, my

personal opinion on mitigation measures, thereis no
dollar sign. Thereis not enough money in the federal
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Thank you.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Thank you very much.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: We have an Elder
here that's got some questions.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Do you need to take time
to trand ate?

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: She have hard
time -- sometimes hard time standing. Her nameis
Marjorie Ahnupkana.

MS. MARJORIE AHNUPKANA: My nameis
Marjorie Ahnupkana.

(Translated by Edward Nukapigak.)

Assuming that OCS and the Secretary decides to
go ahead and open the lease, what are the distance from
the shoreline that they have? Are we looking at just one
drill rig, or is there going to be more than one drill
rig? And if so, hasthe OCS -- they studied the condition
of the current, theice? And what's going to happen if
there is a blowout out there?

Does the new management that is here tonight
that are not of the past MMSS -- she wants to know that you
folks are new. And the concern that she hasisthe
distance from the shoreline, if there is an exploration
out there, there is a devel opment phase, protection phase,
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how many more drill rigs are going to be out there and how
many miles are it going to be out in the ocean.

Sivulluk isonly 12 miles from Flaxman Island.
So what more are you heading -- are they heading further
out towards the North Pole? Isthat the distance that the
federal government is planning to open the federal waters?

DR. JIM KENDALL: Those are all good
questions, but nothing has been decided. There wastalk
of abuffer zone, how in the west they have the 25-mile
buffer, and you don't have that in the east. Thereisa
recommendation that there should be a buffer zone and
there should be a buffer zone around Cross Island. Well,
thisisanew plan, anew day. Thereare no plans. We
don't know. We are here for you to tell usthe way it
should be. And we can take that back.

(Tranglation.)

MS. MARJORIE AHNUPKANA: Weall know that
we have been from meeting to meetings, and every meeting
we mention about bowhead whales. There are other marine
mammals that are out there that have not been mentioned or
have not been talked about. The mammals migrate during
springtime eastward, and they summer in Canadian waters
and Alaskan waters. And the species that we talk about
are not just bowhead whales. We are talking about
walruses, bearded seals, seals and the other mammal
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coming to these meetingsin the past, and every meeting |
hear my colleagues talk of one species, bowhead whale. |
just want to confirm some of these issues, that there are
more species out there that | know of because it is where
I have grew up in my surrounding.

So she's going to speak some more.

We have meetingsin the past with oil companies,
and sometimes they always trying to weaken the community.
And we have spoken so much in the past about the ocean,
the environment of the ocean, how much impact and how much
we have spoken of certain species of mammals out there.

The oil companies wants to be out there to
explore and extract oil and gas, but sometimes we have to
have meetings, community meetings in order to be prepared
for some sort of amajor meeting that might come. You
folks came and wanted to hear from this community in
regards to the Beaufort Sea that we depend on.

| think there are times that she mentioned about
having a community meeting with a group of people before
we can have -- before you folks or any other agencies that
come to this village and hold meetings so that way that we
will be prepared to give comments, concerns, may ask
questions.

And |, for one, | still feel that it isvery
vulnerable right now to -- to talk about our ocean in
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species that we may have seen or may not have seen that
are under -- beneath the ocean. And they summer in that
area

And if they are to be out there to drill, if the
federal government decides to open the Outer Continental
Shelf, do you know the condition of the currents? Does
any of you have studied any of these currents, how the
current shifts and how theice forms? And if thereisa
major blowout, how are you going to approach those in
those icy conditions?

People have talked in the past, especially the
ones that have left us, that the currents are pretty
strong out there, a current an icebreaker cannot even
control, assuming that there is one there by an
infrastructure that's always been in place.

And the biggest concern is how are you going to
clean up if thereis amajor blowout during ice
conditions. What are the chances of cleaning up any major
spills? Because I, for one -- we are not just talking
about one drill rig. We are not just talking about one
lease tract. There will be multiple lease tracts out
there. There will be more than one infrastructure out
there. And what kind of changes are there going to be to
the environment, to the ocean and the species?

So every meetings that | cometo -- | have been
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opening for lease. She wants to see more thorough
studies. Her strong concerns are the ice conditions. The
currents still needs to be studied. No one knows what the
conditions are out there. Y ou may haveit on your -- on
your black and white data information, but that data
information might change because we never know what Mother
Nature can do.

So that was her -- her concerns, her comments
and her questions.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank her for us. Thank
you, Marjorie. Very good comments, very good questions.

(Trandlated.)

MR. GEORGE SIELAK: For the record, my
name is George Sielak, ex-whaling crew member and
subsistence user. We must have testimonies probably
thicker than the Library of Congress. Where are all those
testimonies? | think by thistime, this new panel that is
formed by Obama, you should have a master EIS by now.
Whereisall our testimonies? For 37 years | have lived
here, all those testimonies that should be used for this
day of development out in the offshore, where are those
comments?

I mean, | know by now it's more close to all the
testimonies that we have brought to thisday. Every year
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for 30-some, almost 40 years, | mean, you have nothing to
show for it today. | mean, thereis nothing to read. |
mean, it's just kind of disappointing sometimes to see
this type of meeting in our communities.

And | want to share alittle of Isaac's
concerns. | know we have talked about these, and I'm sure
you guys probably haven't heard about them. Even though
you are anew panel and senior leaders or senior listeners
to the federal government, | mean, we have talked about
theseissues. Stricter standard operating procedures,
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we eat that comes from the ocean.
And | wish that they could get away from
offshore and start thinking seriously on drilling,
drilling on land and make it more safer and less -- less
battling for everybody.
Thank you.
DR.JIM KENDALL: Thank you.
MR. TIM HOLDER: Thank you. The onething
I'll say about the extensive testimony going back into the
1970s was a few years ago our office did collect testimony

11 dtricter regulations for under the Clean Air Act to get 11 from Nuigsut and all the coastal communities and put it
12 dtricter, under the air pollution Act. | mean, you have 12 into acompendium. Asfar as| know, that hasn't been
13 peopleliving out here up here. 13 kept up to date, but at least we can take it from that
14 We have seen alot of change up here when we 14 point and bring it forward because we certainly have those
15 look at a Deadhorse, Kuparuk, the offshore islands. | 15 records. And that might be something to put together and
16 mean, thisisour last shot here. How long more time are 16 at least haveit as areference document.
17 wegoing towait? | mean, thisisjust anormal cometo 17 DR. JIM KENDALL: That would be agood
18 thetown and listen and write and -- | mean, whereisall 18 idea
19 the master testimonies? The master EIS you should have by 19 MR. GEORGE SIELAK: Thatisathing |
20 now because there is almost a development going on out 20 think we need to see, this community need to see. | mean,
21 there. | mean, you should have that book before you to 21 for so many years we would like to see that put into the
22 present to our people. Here are all our testimonies. 22 master plan EIS for this offshore development.
23 Where arethey? | mean, it islike our bible for this 23 MR. TIM HOLDER: So at aleast we have got
24 community. 24 asubstantia part of that, and we just need to bring it
25 | mean, for so many years the whole ocean you 25 upto date.
Page 39 Page 41
1 seeout thereis our hunting ground. It provides us, our 1 MS. DORA LEAVITT: My question iswhen
2 community, provides the food that we eat from out there. 2 Obama leaves the Administration, are you still going to
3 And aso one concern | want to bring out, the 3 be, you know -- is there going to be another new face that
4 ability to clean up an oil spill. From the experiences 4 we are going to see?
5 they have at the Gulf of the Deep Horizon cleanup, like 5 DR. JIM KENDALL: You mean for here?
6 Isaac say, they should be more strict monitoring, a 6 MS. DORA LEAVITT: From right here.
7 monitoring program; not only the paperwork process that's 7 DR.JIM KENDALL: Weare career. We are
8 out there you approve and let it go, oh, it passes 8 not political.
9 regulations, it'ssafe -- | mean, it's minimum. It will 9 MS. DORA LEAVITT: | know, but you know,
10 beokay. There should be someone out there personally. 10 it--
11 Agenciesthat we have talked about should be out there 11 MR. TIM HOLDER: Areyou asking what would
12 monitoring the program on site. And on top of that, other 12 happentoaplan?
13 agencies should be monitoring the agencies that are out 13 MS. DORA LEAVITT: What would happen to
14 there. 14 the plan when you get hew -- anew President and say
15 And it'sjust, you know, going back to square 15 she-- Sarah Palin isfor development.
16 onehere. | mean, we know development is coming because 16 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: Don't talk about
17 of the offshore development. We all know it's coming, but 17 Sarah. Witch.
18 most of all the people up here on the North Slope have -- 18 MS. DORA LEAVITT: But that's what we face
19 that did not approve the offshore drilling. But like most 19 al thetime.
20 of our people here in this community, we would rather see 20 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: Shedon't care about
21 nearshore or onshore development, other than -- 21 Alaskans.
22 And during our -- the lifestyle, the -- the 22 DR. JIM KENDALL: Wéell, if we have a
23 animalsthat we have in our ocean, which is our food to 23 five-year plan, it'safive-year plan. Thefive-year plan

NN
[62 I N

thetable. Even though you don't seeit, it'sin the
ocean. It'sinthewater. | mean, thereisalot of food

NN
[62 e

we are in now started with the previous Administration.
And what had happened is toward the end of thisfive-year
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plan --

MS. DORA LEAVITT: They didn't cometo us
like you are doing now. You are doing this different with
the new Administration with Obama.

DR. JIM KENDALL: | didn't want to say too
much about myself, but when | was brought up here for a
few months, the director said, | want you to come up
there, and | said, why, why me? He said, because you are
ascientist. You listen well. Because | have a hearing
problem, so | haveto focuslistening. | am ascientist.

I've done alot of the science.

And so this Administration is very big on making
decisions based on the best science, which includes
traditional knowledge. And so you are seeing the result
of sort of anew way of doing business. Y ou mentioned
thisisthe very beginning. We don't have anything to
bring with us for this effort because nothing has been
written yet. The EISis not written.

And we have the testimonies that Tim brought
out, but since thisis the very, very beginning, we are
coming to the communities first. And so we want to make
sure that before we put pen to paper -- and Rob back there
is going to be one of the folks that helps us put pen to
paper -- that we have this testimony starting from
scratch.
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He would have learned so much.

MR. CARL BROWER: Carl Brower, for the
record. Nuigsut whaler. Also hearing everybody on
protection from the -- on the oil industrial side, what
about the protection from all the other folks that are
going to be out there, like the fisheries and the barges
that are going back and forth from east to west? What
protection is there going to be on the EIS? Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Very good comment. When
we met with the mayor today, that same issue came up that
al of these other countries are sending al this shipping
and it's going through the Bering Strait and it's coming
up here. That'saseriousissue. And Tim, you have been
involved in some of this.

MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: I'm glad he brought
that up because we know --

DR.JIM KENDALL: You seeit.

MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: It's going to happen
sooner than later. The gateway through North America.
That's going to happen. The shortest accessto
transportation. Marine highway, that's going to happen.

We know this. The Coast Guard needs to be out there more.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Right. The-- asyou all
know, everybody knows the receding polar ice cap is
opening up more opportunity for more shipping of al
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MS. DORA LEAVITT: Areyou going to be
implementing the old testimonies of our Elders that have
passed on on some of these EIS because they have talked
about these testimonies from along time ago, and they --
alot of traditional knowledge that they gave the old
Administration and the old MMS people.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Right. | think that'sa
really good idea, and we need to make sure that that
testimony is not overlooked. And so by virtue of getting
this into the record now, thiswill cue us up to --

MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: I'm glad John Goll
isno longer the Alaskan Region Director. That guy was
pro-development, never listened, didn't want to hear no
traditional knowledge, said hey, | don't want to hear your
problems. That'sthe kind of guy he was.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Understood. Understood.
Before | |eft in January to come up here, | asked the
director, Bromwich if | could come to all these meetings.
He said, of course you need to be there. And | guessthe
previous regional director didn't come to these meetings.
Well, I'm here now.

MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: That guy was just
sitting there sending his little lieutenants out so he
didn't get beat up.

DR. JIM KENDALL : He should have came up.
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kinds, not just oil and gas, but commercial shipping,
cruise ships, al these kinds of shipping. And part of my
job down in Washington, D.C. isto participatein
committees of various federal agencies dealing with the
Arctic. And some of those deal with shipping. And the --
there isagreat concern about lack of infrastructure for
safe harbors, for Coast Guard presence. Everybody knows
thereisjust way not enough. And so those -- those

issues have been brought up.

The issues about conflicts with hunting -- all
that kind of shipping with hunting is somewhat recognized,
but I don't think it's recognized well enough. Thereis
an organization that's part of the United Nations, the
International Maritime Organization, and they have the
ability to regulate and set sea channels for shipping and
marinetraffic, and if we can work to figure out whereto
set those shipping lanes best, we can get those
recommendations through our U.S. Coast Guard who
represents the U.S. government at this I nternational
Maritime Organization.

And I'm going to kind of put that on my list of
things to do, and hopefully we will try to work some
things out there; even though it's not our agency's
responsibility to do al that, but | think we can -- we
are up here, we are hearing your testimony and concerns,
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1 and we can facilitate that, | think. 1 responsibility to continue keeping the tradition alive,

2 MR. MIKE HALLER: Carl, could you give Ed 2 and we are passing it on to our kids. That's how the

3 just aminute to share that with Marjorie, please? 3 chain -- the chain of -- the chain link occurs. When we

4 (Trangdlation.) 4 are gone, they will till be here, even when the ail is

5 DR. JIM KENDALL: Very good comments. 5 gone, been extracted out.

6 Thank you. 6 But it needs to be done the right way. Change

7 MR. CARL BROWER: Thereason | ask because 7 inpolicies, being on the table, sharing the benefit, the

8 thisvillage experienced impact from other vessels during 8 revenue benefits because everything is so high, cost of

9 our whaling season and almost cost our quotato be only 9 living, so expensive. Everything that's transported here
10 taken by half. Asawhaling captain, it's our 10 hasamarkup, 115 percent markup from the retail price.

11 responsihility to take the whale home to feed our 11 Not al of you have gone to our store today and look
12 community to last through the year. And to get impacted 12 around at the prices of our goods compared to what urban
13 and not receiving the whole quotais very disturbing. 13 folks pay.
14 Thank you. 14 Living an urban lifeisn't easy. Alwaysacost,
15 MR. MIKE HALLER: Thank you. Thank you. 15 and everything isal very expensive. We are not living
16 DR. JIM KENDALL: Yeah. That came up at 16 inluxury. Wearefeeling theimpact. Andlikel say, we
17 our meeting today as very important. How do you have the 17 need to be part of the process and enjoy the same benefits
18 transportation and the shipping not impact subsistence and 18 that everybody that lives an urban life that we need to
19 whaling. So that -- thank you. Good comments. 19 asoenjoy.
20 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: Because they are 20 Thank you.
21 assessing each household that's been done here, | do 21 MR. TIM HOLDER: Anybody else want to
22 believe, through the North Slope Borough Wildlife 22 speak?
23 Management or through one of the organizations that did 23 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: | want to hear from
24 survey of the consumption used by each, not household, but 24 her.
25 by each individua per in the household of the consumption 25 MR. TIM HOLDER: Anybody else?
Page 47 Page 49

1 and use of marine mammals, of wildlife, the fish, of how 1 MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: I'll just share one

2 much average of nearly athousand pounds per person. And 2 here.

3 composed of 30 percent of marine mammals, which is whales, 3 MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: My nameis

4 sedls, you name it, the marine mammals that we use. 4 Clarence Ahnupkana. Yeah. They say they clean up the ail

5 Another 30 percent isthe fish. Thefish isthe migrating 5 right. Downin Southeast did they clean up the ail right?

6 fish that comesin from the ocean. 6 Just thetop of it. Under the rocksthereisail, oil.

7 It is noted of 28 species of fish that comes 7 Thereismore oil, more cleanup. Maybe in the near

8 over winter and have them -- and half of those fishes 8 future, who knows? There will be an oil spill north,

9 winter inthe Colville River. LiketheArcticciscoisa 9 northeast, more and more and more and pollute the Beaufort
10 migration fish that spawn from the MacKenzie that has been 10 Sea. Who knows? You don't know. | don't know. More
11 pushed through the current until they are three-, 11 sickness, more disease will come around in the near
12 four-year-old. By that timethey arein our river system. 12 future. Therewill be no -- maybe no left animals there
13 But thereisfishesthat comesin theriver. That'swhy 13 living.

14 we are worried what will happen. 14 Thank you.

15 These are some of the diets, our customary diet 15 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.

16 that we depend on, not just whales, but whales are one of 16 MR. MIKE HALLER: Thisyoung man here.

17 the main speciesthat we really depend on, and it's been 17 It'sgood for usto hear from the youth.

18 known over 10,000 years, known that we have been whaling. 18 MR.JIMMY OYAGAK: My name's Jimmy Oyagak,
19 It's been passed down from generation to generation. 19 city council member of Nuigsut. My only comment is open
20 My brothers and | came from a big whaling 20 ANWR, lease half of it, aquarter of it. I'm surethere

21 family. Asamatter of fact, came from areal subsistence 21 isalot more il under there. Leave our oceans alone.

22 economic. Our parents are gone now. Had raised 12 -- 12 22 Thank you.

23 children with no cash economic. It's been al 23 MS. MARJORIE AHNUPKANA: Earlier we have
24 subsistence, living off the land, living off the sea. And 24 mentioned about vessel traffic, open lanes due to climate

N
ol

we are -- and they are gone now. And now it's our

N
a1

change, due to thinning up ice. And there are no more --
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1 no moreland for the seals and bearded seals to depend on, 1 the pressure ridges that happened from --
2 the polar bears, the walruses that depend on theice as 2 DR.JIM KENDALL: That wasimpressive. |
3 their land. It's shrinking. Now today these mammals that 3 wasthere last week. It wasflat, and this week three
4 we speak of and hunt are now using these rivers for 4 stories high.
5 haul-outs. They are being stressed. They are stressed to 5 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: That'swhy it needs
6 apoint where -- where our climate change have realy 6 to be donetheright way. You can't predict Mother Nature
7 changed, and these are the changes that we are seeing 7 because of the -- what the Mother Nature can does,
8 today. 8 especialy herein the Arctic conditions. It can come
9 A long time ago the Elders, when she was able to 9 from-- fromacamto --
10 remember her surroundings, our Elders have spoken that the 10 MR. CARL BROWER: Very violent.
11 earth wasgoing to shift. It isshifting today. Climate 11 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: -- very violent
12 changeinthe Arctic, blizzards, snowstormsin the Lower 12 hurricane type force weather.
13 48, those are the kind of changes that the Elders have 13 MR. CARL BROWER: Even if thereisno
14 spokeof. And I, for one, | am witnessing this today. 14 wind, the current itself is very destructive.
15 One day we will not have any winter. There will 15 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: The current and the
16 be nowinter on this Arctic. The North Slopeisgoing to 16 wind, once they consult together, that can be very --
17 belike Lower 48, ice and snow free. Wewill be able to 17 MR. CARL BROWER: Very deadly.
18 travel year-round by boat. There will be vessels out 18 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: Very dangerous.
19 there, either for industrial or commercial, which will be 19 DR.JIM KENDALL: Andtheivus.
20 open. And it's already opening. 20 MS. DORA LEAVITT: It'snot just happening
21 And these are the words that | have heard from 21 ontop. It'sgouging under the sea bed, too.
22 my Eldersthat have left uslong time ago. Now I'm 22 DR.JIM KENDALL: Impressive.
23 carrying thistoday ever since | am able to know my 23 MR. MIKE HALLER: You know, you were
24 surroundings when | was alittle girl like her. 24 taking about Mother Nature, and | -- very reminiscent
25 There was nothing out there, but today it is 25 of -- I'm sure peoplein New Zealand earlier today wish
Page 51 Page 53
1 changing. Your peoplein Lower 48 will experience what we 1 that they had been able to know what Mother Nature had in
2 are experiencing today, snow, blizzard. Your riversare 2 mind for them, aterrible earthquake.
3 going to freeze, lakes are going to freeze. Theearthis 3 DR. JIM KENDALL: Everyoneisgetting
4 shifting. Our lakes and rivers are not going to be able 4 tired.
5 tofreeze anymore. That'sthe climate change that we are 5 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: Meagain, Isaac
6 seeingtoday. And | am not lying to you. Itistrue. 6 Nukapigak. It'sthe futurethat we are -- that we need to
7 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you. Thank you, 7 consider. When oil isgone, we al will be gone,
8 Marjorie. 8 especially my respected Elders. You are older than me.
9 MR. CARL BROWER: Meagain, Carl Brower. 9 MR. TIM HOLDER: Thank you.
10 My onelast concernis studying the currents out in the 10 DR. JIM KENDALL: They are older than me.
11 ocean. You got the current from the east side that comes 11 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: We need to protect
12 and meet the current on the -- from the west side. And 12 their -- I'm talking about these kids.
13 when they do mest, it'sstrong. | experienced losing 13 MR. MIKE HALLER: Thelittle ones, right.
14 whaling equipment out in the ocean because of the current 14 MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: It'stheir future
15 out there. Especialy when the south wind and the south 15 that we are -- we are dealing with and doing it the right
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current come together, the forces are too strong to hold
the big production that's out there.
I just want to see if you guys did any studies
on the current that are further out; not just by the land,
but the stronger currents that are further out.
Thank you.
MR. 1SAAC NUKAPIGAK: I'm pretty sure you
guyswerein Barrow, right?
DR.JIM KENDALL: Right.
MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: You guys see what --
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way instead of playing -- we are playing Russian roulette
with their livelihood. | know for afact that parents are
teaching them the right way of -- of living off the land,
living off the sea. They -- they have been given ataste,
and they will continue.

If you ever see this young kid as a young man be
awhaler, it'slike an individual that lives in urban, has
adream of become a pilot or career of some sort. But
when you are a Native, it's always been being a provider
to the community, be ahunter. That's the culture of
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Inupiat. Pass on the traditions that's been passed on to
us for thousands of years.

We have to do it the right way and be part of
the process. That'stheir future that we are dealing
with. And | want to make sure that maybe -- I'll be gone
then, too, when they are -- when they someday become a
parent or grandfather. They'll have to pass on what they
have been taught. We want to continue keeping our
livelihood alive.

Subsistence lifestyleis priceless. Thereisno
pricetoit, period. It'sour livelihood, part of our
culture. That has been passed on to us for thousands of
years.

I myself wouldn't give my kids their -- their
traditional diet that's been contaminated. Like, for
instance, how would you fedl if | realized that our foods
were being contaminated when a disaster can occur? Spills
occur. Qil spillsoccur. We have seen that happen with
Gulf of Mexico. and | think that's a wake-up call for the
federal government. |, myself, wouldn't want to feed my
kids with contaminated food.

The ocean is abundant by a -- it's abundant
resources that we depend on. Do it theright way. And
I'm glad that Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar made that
choice that during the beginning of every process with the
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comment very briefly because | was at the --

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: You have an Elder
here that don't understand you.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: Canyou interpret for
me?

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: I'm trandating for
these folks here, and you are an individual that came from
another organization.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: From Anchorage.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: Exactly.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: Okay.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Itisapublic meeting.
Anyone from the public --

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: So | can transate
for her?

DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, you may, please.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: Areyou going to
pay me, too? That's aquestion.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: | think they will cover
your time for my conversation, and I'll be very fast. Is
that okay?

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: Very short.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: Okay. Mostly | wanted
to thank the community for all your good comments, for
hosting this meeting. | think it's very important. And
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EIS to come to the communities, which is us that are being
impacted, the most impacted community, and the people that
are sitting who have never heard or seen the livelihood of
the -- of us. We still make noise. They don't have no --

they are careless and don't have no pity for us.

That's been happening too long. Statements been
ignored. Promises been broken. Commitment never been
followed. Never share -- never share of the benefits. We
need those being part of -- like | say early on, being
part of the process and being on the table to make sure
things are done right and not being ignored.

Thank you.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: For therecord,
I'm Clarence Ahnupkana. | have four nephews, four nephews
here listening, watching. They will take over our future.
I's these meetings going to go on and on and on and on
until you get the point? Thank you.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: (to Lois Epstein:)
You bring atrandator from Fairbanks or somewhere where
you come from? You have atrandator? | am trandating

for these folks here.

MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: He charges by the
word.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: | just wanted to
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a so thanks to the Bureau of Ocean Energy for the
opportunity to speak.

As| said, my nameisLois Epstein. I'man
engineer. | work on Arctic issues out of Anchorage. And
| left my card today. | went in and talked to people at
the city offices. Unfortunately, the mayor was very busy,
so | didn't get to talk to him, except very briefly at the
airport. | wasinthetribal offices. | spoketo the
subsistence organization. And | also stopped in at
Kuukpik. So people can get ahold of me, | left my
information.

| want to be a resource to the community. |
have experience working on Cook Inlet offshore, the zero
dischargeissue. | have done alot of work on pipelines
onshore and offshore nationally aswell asin Alaska for
ten years. | know air pollution isabig issue herein
Nuigsut, and I'm trying to keep track of that, aswell as
in Kaktovik, encourage people to take photographs of that.

| did want to mention that, you know, asa
watchdog organization, one of the reasons I'm hereisto
observe and make sure the federal government listensto
what everybody says so hopefully that can be -- that can
be helpful.

Y esterday we heard alot in Barrow about the
Conflict Avoidance Agreement and how BOEMRE doesn't have
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the ability to enforce that, and | think that's very
important and something that they -- the federal
government heard.

So I'll make more detailed commentsin
Anchorage. That will be on the record. I'm happy to send
that to anyone. But please, you know, let me know if you
areinterested in staying in contact. And if | can help,

I'd like to be able to do that. Thank you.

(Trangdlation.)

MS. DORA LEAVITT: | just wanted to put
for the record that we have had very bad representation
from the Wilderness League in the past, from a
representative that used to live here that is associated
with the Wilderness League or any other environmental
groups. They make out like we are avery sick community,
avery poor hunting community. They speak half truth.
Now we are seeing them on TV talking about Nuigsut.

We heard comments like there were 20 respiratory
distressed babies that were sent out, 120 people on
inhalers. That isnot true. We know that there needsto
be a health assessment that is correct and comes from the
community. We are the ones that are impacted.

| appreciate your comments, but | would ask you
guysto spesk the truth if you are going to try to speak
on behalf of Nuigsut.
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brought that up. We had an individual that was affiliated
with a group, was so-called fired, a physician's

assistant. No longer holds alicense to practice medical
for telling lies to the world of misleading the global
organizations that have been -- that are affiliated with
the Friends of the Earth or any environmental
organizations.

We dtill have abundance of wildlife. We are not
starving. Whales are abundant. The fish are abundant.
But like | say, we need to do it the right way.
Regulations need to be changed, need -- new enforceable
policies need to be implemented within the federal level.
I'm going to repeat myself over and over because of what
happened in the past that had ignored our requests. It's
like being shut down by the federal government.

| think that's the only way that things can be
worked on, the utilization of new technology in
integrating the science and traditional knowledge. We
know that we can't -- we can't go backwards. Thereis
absolutely no way myself or any of them that's sitting
here won't -- can go backwards. We can survive. The
Elders that had lived the traditional way without lights,
heating, are gone. We depend on it nowadays. Without it,
without the -- without the oil to keep our house warm, we
can't go back. We are adopted to that way.
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MS. LOISEPSTEIN: | won't speak for you.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Or speak what
development goes around our village. We can speak for
ourselves. We have heard environmental groups come in and
distort our testimonies. They have never been out at our
whaling camp. They have never been out hunting with us.
And it kind of upsets me to hear it on KACN TV from our
past representative that is closely associated with the
environmental groups. | was kind of pissed off when |
heard those testimonies.

And those were alot of lies that were coming
from the Wilderness League, from the Alaska Pecific
Coadlition and other environmental groups that speak on
behalf of these communitiesthat areimpacted. They are
not welcome here alot of times, you know, after the
misrepresentation of our communities. They don't come
here and speak -- you know, people kind of shut their
doors because of the lies that were presented from
their -- their organization.
And | would just like to make that for the

record. Thank you.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: I'm with the Wilderness
Society, not the Wilderness League. And | won't speak for
people from the community. | would liketo helpif | can.

MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: I'm glad Dora
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Even you; even you may be affiliated with other
organization, you still utilizeit. But maybe you are
driving a Cadillac with the qil, gas being poured in your
vehicle or going on aluxury cruise or do sports hunting.
Still -- and you are still fighting.

We are very fortunate to come from that we are
off from the Third World. Because of these benefits that
had happened from formation of our home government, we
will be able to tax the industry of the facilities. Now
we are enjoying life. Our livelihood is much easier.

| grew up in the honey buckets in the past, no
running water. These are benefits that we see.
Employment. In the past unemployment with the Natives was
amost nearly 90 percent unemployment rate. Nowadays
what's been discovered, people have a career in public
service; not only in public service, but in the
international -- in the national market being competitive,
companies to be able to provide jobs, employment, training
and show the benefits.

We can't go back. We are -- we are adopted to
it. Thereis absolutely no way that we could go back.
Thereis absolutely no way. We can survive. We will
grumble. | want you to understand that. Thank you.

MS. LOISEPSTEIN: Thank you, Isaac and
Dora. And| -- let metell youwhat | will say in
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Anchorage. | would say | agree with what Dora said, take
it dow. Thereisalot of things that the federal
government needs to do before it moves offshore. |
understand the need for development in Alaska. | was
hired because I've spent my career trying to make it
better to stop the leases from pipelines. Spent many
years working on that regulatory structure.

And now those lessons, moving over to the Bureau
of Ocean Energy, the federal government pipeline agency is
part of Department of Transportation, so | agree with
almost -- just about everything | heard tonight and
that's -- that's where I'm coming from.

We do need to take it low. And potentialy,
you know, oil shale on State landsisaway to fill the
pipeline. We haven't tried that yet. It'sworkingin
North Dakota. There are other options besides the
offshore. And those need to be considered by the
government.

So thank you. And I'd love to talk to you more
about this.

MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK: | don't testimony
after overtime because you have to pay me.

MR. TIM HOLDER: Andthe TeaParty isin
charge of Congress and they are cutting our budget, so
it's going to be hard to pay you, you know. That'sjust a
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speaking of. There are numerous islands that need to be
deferred from further seismic exploration and in the
development phase. These are the critical habitat of the
wildlife, of the marine mammals that depend on haul-outs.
We have haul-outs. When thereisno ice, they depend on
these islands for calving.

| spoke with this young man over here earlier
before we had this meeting going. Him and | had a good
conversation. | gave him some nice, good, strong
pointers. And we spoke of deferral lines. We spoke of
the current and the ice conditions that these Elders and
the rest have spoke of. Those have been offset in the
past, and we are still seeing them today with different
faces, with new panel, with new agencies that comes to
this community.

That deferral lineis very important to us, and
it may be important to federal government becauseit'sin
federal waters. It may bein the best interests of
their -- of United States energy needs.

So how are you going to balance subsistence vice
versaindustrial? Not only oil and gas producers, but we
are talking about marine traffic lane that is bound to
open. What kind of mitigation impact is the federal
government going to give to those nonindustrial vessel
traffic that may open in federal waters, either coming
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joke.

Our scheduleisto go to 9:45, and it's 9:45.

And | think we will -- my senseis everybody has had an
opportunity to speak. If I'm wrong, let me know.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK: Can| say avery
short, brief -- My name is Edward Nukapigak, for the
record. I'maNuigsut whaler. In the past we have -- we
heard tonight about alot of things that the government
hasn't really heard of, particularly the new panel that
has been selected to oversee and coming to communities and
gathering comments and concerns about the possible
five-year lease plan.

Tonight we heard about buffer zones, deferral
lines. Deferral line has been brought before Minerals
Management Service and all the other agencies. It has
already been documented, but in the past Secretary of the
Interior have not really looked into it under Bush
Administration.

Nuigsut is the only one that's been left out
from this critical -- that habitat that needsto be
preserved, particularly with offshore exploration.
Deferral line is something that we need to be protected if
federal government wants to be out there to open lease
sales.

These areas are not just one island we are
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from Atlantic side or coming from Chukchi or from the
Bering Strait side?

We talk about mitigation impact. When you talk
about social impact, those are the -- are the impacts that
you are going to -- we are experiencing today. Do you
think that these oil companies are going to do good in
giving mitigation impact to this community? Or isthe
community going to ask the federal government to set aside
whatever lease tracts they have sold on behalf of oil and
gasindustry? How much can you give to the community so
that the community can continue to hunt and harvest?

Earlier you finally figure out what the
mitigation impact fund meant for the onshore and offshore,
particularly with Northstar, Pioneer. Theimpacts are to
us mean that we have to travel further distance, whichis
aready happening today.

With what city can give us, we are only limited
to our boundless boundary of our subsistence. We haveto
travel further out while this 20 gallons per month is
going to provide the community with what we hunt from the
offshore and how much of horsepower are they looking at
just from this 20 gallon that each hunter receives? So |
am limited to travel and harvest from the ocean because
the impact is not giving me enough to travel further to
harvest and provide for the food on the table.
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So those are the things that we have talked of
tonight. And we heard the conditions of what Mother
Nature can do. | think you have already experienced what
acurrent can do to an ice buildup pressure ridge like you
have mentioned in Barrow. These are our unexpected
conditions that can happen. It will not give you any
warning. National Weather Service ain't going to give you
no warning that something is going to happen out there
when the weather is blowing out there 24 hours ahead of
time. No. It happensinstantly.

Ice, you can haveice free, and next thing you
will have ice out there. The current is pushing the wind,
and the current are pushing the ice together. 1t can open
the lead within minutes. It can close the lead within
minutes.

And you can hear those icebergs slamming louder
than what you can hear banging on adrill rig. That'sthe
kind of current that we have heard of, that we have seen
and heard al these big chunks of ice, no matter how big
you look at them. When they come together, they are
smashed, the current -- theice is carrying them, swirling
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first opened the lease sale. Hammerhead is now called
Sivulluk. That's where Shell first drilled their
prospect. When federal government opened that to
Hammerhead, everything was chaos.

There was no absolutely monitoring of these
offshore oil and gas -- there were less monitoring back
then when they first started that offshore. Carelessin
discharging oil spill and the fluidsinto the ocean. And
I've seen icebergs covered with drill mud, not natural
mud. Those | have seen in the past.

And noiseisafactor. Yes, noiseisafactor
in offshore. Wetalk about bowhead whales, they are
vulnerableto noise. And not only bowhead whales, but
a so to the other marine mammals. But in order for usto
do it in asafer manner, our areain the Beaufort Sea
needs to be more studied before it can be given to the oil
and gas producers.

We know that we have been opposing to offshore
from time to time over and over; no, no alternativeisno
sale. And next thing we hear isthereisasale going on
there. Our voices have been heard. They have gone from

22 them. Sowhat's going to happen if you put out a drill 22 oneear and out to the other. | think that maybe thereis
23 rigout there? You think one or two ice breakersis going 23 more problems. I'm not going to say. Under Obama
24 to be enough to protect a drill ship out there? No. 24 Administration, | see now that he has -- has put a panel
25 Are those other vessels, support vessels, are 25 together that's willing to listen to us now, hoping to
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1 they double hull to protect from being possibly crushed 1 listento us, not just this community, but also those
2 and have aspill themselves? We are not only talking 2 other communitiesthat are being -- will be affected. But
3 about adrill ship and adrill rig that may have an oil 3 I'm very disappointed that Chukchi Seasideis being more
4 gpill. We aretalking about other vessels that might have 4 favored and that's not being impacted yet.
5 oil spillsthat may be impacted by some sort of a current, 5 The Beaufort Sea side, Kaktovik and Nuigsut are
6 ice because the vessels are not double hull. They are 6 the only two that is being heavily impacted. And they are
7 single hull, and they are easily smashed. Sowe are 7 getting more -- they have been granted more than what we
8 not -- those are the kind of spills we are talk about, 8 have asked for. We have been denied from time to time,
9 too. We are not just talking about from an ail rig that's 9 not just by one agency; by another agency that we are
10 going to have amajor blowout. Y ou going to think about 10 dealing with the same offshore issue. One agency is going
11 safety and do it the right way, you are looking at those 11 to say yes, the other is going to say no.
12 other vessels, aso. 12 Wetalk about air quality, water quality. Those
13 So there is something that -- that we all have 13 arethefolks that's going to be coming to this community
14 to work together and what -- and how can you balance 14 and make the same presentation for offshore and the
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subsistence vice versaindustry? You can't. How can they
work together? The only way that it can work together is
that we all have to work together.

Y ou come to our community to gather information.
Y ou wanted to hear traditional knowledge. Y ou want to
incorporate traditional knowledge into black and white.
And you wanted to have traditional knowledge from these
Elders that have more knowledgeable that we have inherited
and from these pictures that you have seen up here.

| have experienced the Sivulluk prospect early
inthe'80s. Federal government was so careless when they
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same -- possibly same drill ships that we have spokenin
the past, the testimonies that have been given.

Thisisjust the beginning because you have
nothing to present to us. And one way that we can make
thisto come dive is that we have to work together and we
have to put thisin the manner where it's not going to
affect our subsistence livelihood.

And we are hoping that we should not be driven
out of Cross Island area because there might be so much
development going on over there. Theland fall of the
pipelineis another thing. And those are the -- right on
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1 the path of the migration of bowheads, the walruses that 1 doesn't listento usis Shell. We are hoping that Shell
2 comes ashore from the north. 2 will understand where we are coming from. Shell isthe
3 So we al have to sit down and think what's 3 onethat we have been dways having ahard time. That's
4 going to happen now. What's going to happen if you guys 4 their roya touch. They are from another country. And we
5 leavetomorrow? Will this community -- will this 5 are not going to be stampeded by them unless the federal
6 community here ever hear from you folks again? Will we 6 government gives them stronger stipulations. Itis
7 ever have apromise feedback? Will there be any promises 7 something that we have gone through, and we don't want to
8 that -- that we want the communities and the other 8 go through this again with that one company.
9 communities want -- want to say no to offshore. 9 So anyway, | thought I'd give a short comment,
10 But after hearing from my whaling captains and 10 concern after hearing from my colleagues about alot of
11 other whaling captains, | see they are not opposed to it. 11 certain issuesthat have been come forward before you
12 They are not opposed to offshore. 1'm one of the whaling 12 folks.
13 captains. They want to make sure that the government do 13 Thank you.
14 it theright way with strongest regulations. The 14 DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.
15 regulations need to be stronger. There need to be some 15 MS. DORA LEAVITT: Good night.
16 observers out there because we don't want to go through 16 DR.JIM KENDALL: Amen.
17 that back in 19 early '80s again. | don't want to see 17 MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: For the record,
18 that happen. Why? Because of Hammerhead. 18 my nameis Clarence. | think that's the end of it. Thank
19 Under oil/whalers agreement back in '86, before 19 you.
20 that came -- even came alive, we had alot of air and 20 (Proceedings adjourned at 10:11 p.m.)
21 vessd traffic for two seasons. Two seasons none of the 21
22 whaesweresited. Two seasons none of the whales were 22
23 landed because of the low dtitude of the aircraft and the 23
24 choppersthat are being shuttled back and forth to the 24
25 drill ship. A lot of supply vessels going back and forth 25
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1 to West Dock is something that has caused all the whales 1 REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
2 tobeskittish. They had to even travel further out, and 2 I MARY A VAVRIK, RVR Notary Public in and for
3 that'srisking their crew members lives. 3 the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
4 So anyway, I'm not opposed to offshore. | just 4 That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
5 want to seethat it is donein minimal environmentally 5 nme at the time and place herein set forth; that the
6 lessimpact. And for usto do so, I'm going to ask you 6 proceedings were reported stenographically by me and |ater
7 that you go back to Washington, D.C. and tell the 7 transcribed under nmy direction by conputer transcription;
8 Secretary that the Nuigsut whalers have been left out on 8 that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
9 thisdeferral line. If that deferral line cannot be 9 taken at that time; and that | amnot a party to nor have
10 granted, then it must be challenged by the community 10 | any interest in the outcome of the action herein
11 becauseit isvery important. 11 contained.
12 That Cross Island has been there long before 12 IN W TNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
13 these commercial and Y ankee whalers have came that far 13 ny hand and affixed ny seal this __ day of
14 north. My people were there subsisting on bowheads, 14 2011.
15 walruses. There are now some bowhead skulls starting to 15
16 submerge -- emerge on the north side of theisland. Those 16
3 VARY A VAVRIK;
17 arethesigns of the old whalers that have harvested those 17 Rr\?ogti;rtyergt?bl'\i/bé iftorRe oarélf:;
18 whales. None of us have harvested and landed a whale on 18
19 the north side of the island. 19 My Conmi ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
20 And we talk about winter ice conditions because 20
21 itis-- weareout there during hurricane season. That's 21
22 ancther thing: Thereis always a weather factor 22
23 sometimes. But tonight | just want to make sure that our 23
24 peoplewant to do it in asafer and environmental way. 24
25 And we are hoping that -- one oil company that 25
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P-ROGEEDI-NGS
(Bl essing given by Marjorie Ahnupkana.)
DR JI M KENDALL: Wll, good evening, and

wel cone to the scoping neeting for a programatic
envi ronnental inpact statement for the next offshore oi
and gas program M nane's JimKendall. | amthe Acting
Regional Director for the Al aska Region, or we call it
BCEMRE, the Bureau of Ccean Energy. W used to be MVB.

And we do have a translator with us tonight.
And since | talk fast, I'mgoing to try and sl ow down.
Ckay?

Now, the reason why we're here is the Quter
Conti nental Shelf Lands Act -- should | slow down or --
the Quter Continental Shelf Lands Act requires that before
the Secretary of the Interior can nake a decision to have
a | ease sale, he has to have a five-year plan in effect.
The current five-year programends in 2012. It went from
2007 to 2012. Now we are planning for the next five-year
pl an, 2012 to 2017.

Now, because that's a nmgjor federal action, the
Nat i onal Environnental Policy Act requires us to do an
envi ronnental inpact statenment to | ook at the potenti al
I npact fromthese sales. Now, right now the areas of
potential interest -- and this is sonething very

different -- are Cook Inlet if there is any interest by
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I ndustry, and then the Chukchi and the Beaufort.

Now, what makes this very different is that no
deci si ons have been nade and no proposal s have been nade.
Is there going to be one sale in the Beaufort and one sale
i n the Chukchi? W don't know. No decision has been
made. |t could be one or the other or it could be no
sal es.

The deci si onmaker is the Secretary of Interior.
And we have been sent to talk with you, listen to what
your concerns are, listen to what you believe the issues
that need to be addressed and to see what you think of

this. W are here. W are an open book. W are here to

listen. No decisions are nade. W w |l take your
information. It wll be put into the environnental i npact
statenent. Your concerns will be recorded. W have a

recorder, Mary here. And that will go up to the
deci si onnaker all the way to the Secretary, who then wll
make t hese deci sions, but no decisions have been nade as
of now.

We have folks fromall over the country here.
W' re going as to start with --

(Transl ati on by Edward Nukapi gak.)
DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very mnuch.

I"lIl try to speak slower. [|I'mvery bad at that. Again,

we are here in a listening node. No decisions have been
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made. There are no plans. W want to hear what peopl e
think. W will take the information back. W have a
recorder who is recording every word. So we woul d al so
ask that when you conme up and you tell us what you think
and what you are worried about and your concerns, please
state your nane so we have that for a sign of respect. W
want to record the nanes. W |ike one person to speak at
atine. And | have associates here that will help to
answer any questions. And now | need a favor.
| amvery, very hard of hearing. | amdeaf in
my left ear, partial here [indicating], so | have to
really focus to listen. So I"'mgoing to sit right there
sol can listen, and I"'mgoing to let M. TimHol der sort
of run the neeting. That way | can give undi vi ded
attention to what is said. This is very, very inportant.
(Transl ation.)

MR TIM HOLDER: Ckay. Whoever would |ike
to speak.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: Sir, before we give
our own testinony, could | ask your nanes.

MR TI M HOLDER: Ch, yeah, yeah.
JI M KENDALL: Very good i dea.
TI M HOLDER: Excuse us. Excuse us.

2 2 3

| SAAC NUKAPI GAK: What position you

are wth.
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DR JI M KENDALL: 1'll start. |I'mJim
Kendall. | amthe Acting Regional Director for the bureau
up here. Up until January 1st, | was head of the

envi ronnental programfor the entire bureau out of

Washi ngton. | worked in the Gulf Region, @Gulf of Mxico,
for 11 years. | have been in headquarters 11 years, total
of 22 years, and | woul d oversee the assessnent, the

anal ysis, and the science.

And our Secretary is very concerned and very
focused at nmki ng deci si ons based on the best science and
tradi ti onal know edge. So he said, Jim since you are a
scientist and you work with fol ks and you know about using
science, | want you to go up there for a few nont hs and
work with the team So this is a new day.

And then ny coll eague, Tim Hol der, you are from
wher e?

MR TIMHOLDER: | am based in Washi ngt on,
D.C., and ny job is to act as |liaison between our
Washi ngton, D.C headquarters and our processes and events
going on with environmental i1issues in our Al aska office.
| always have to say that | lived 25 years in Al aska; 19
in Anchorage and six in None. So | try to get as nany
points as | can.

MR MKE HALLER |'m M chael Haller, and

I'mthe Al aska Region community liaison, and | grew up in
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Al aska. So |I'm happy to be here with you tonight. Thank
you very nuch

DR JI M KENDALL: Mary is our recorder,
and she's very busy, so |I'mnot going to bother her. And
M ke.

MR MKE ROUTH ER. Yeah. M nanme is M ke
Routhier. | work in the Anchorage office, and |I'm a NEPA
coordinator, which nmeans that | help wite the
envi ronnent al docunents |i ke El Ses.

MR STEVE TEXTORIS: M/ nane's Steve
Textoris. |I'min the Washington, D.C. office and |I'mthe
Acting Leasing Division Chief. | canme to the Departnent
of Interior fromthe Environnental Protection Agency and
background i n environnental consulting.

MR ROB MOCWHORTER My nane is Rob
McwWhorter. | work for Argonne National Laboratory.
Argonne National Laboratory is hel ping BOEMRE with the
nati onal environnental inpact statement. And |I'm grateful
to be here, too.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Thank you
for pointing that out. | didn't nean to mss all ny
f ol ks.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. My nane is Lois
Epstein. |I'man engineer with the Wl derness Society in

Anchorage. And it's a nonprofit, and I'"'minterested --

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: Al aska W/ der ness
Soci ety?

M5. LOS EPSTEIN:. The Wl derness -- it's
a national group. And I'mhere to listen to what
everybody has to say. |I'mnot with the federa
gover nnent .

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  You are not with
t hese groups?

M5. LAOS EPSTEI N: Right. So I m ght
actually nake a couple coments, too. It's a national
conservation organi zation. W support oil and gas in
Al aska done right without spills and in the right
| ocations. 1'll nake sone comrents. But not everywhere.

(Transl ation.)

MR TIM HOLDER: Ckay. Thank you. So we
wll just open up the floor here to comments. If you are
going to speak in English, if you could step up to the
m cr ophone and state your nanme so Mary can get that down
for the record. And let's go fromthere.

DR JI M KENDALL: Well, | could start off
with saying what we have heard. W have been to Kot zebue,
Barrow, Wainwight, correct? And tonorrow we are going to
Kakt ovi k. And the issues that we have heard that we are
al ready taking back are that sone of the communities say

t hat before anythi ng happens they want a seat at the
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table. They want to be part of the process.
They are concerned about infrastructure. Are

t here enough assets up here and equipnent to do it right?

There is concern it will not and should not and nust not
I nterrupt subsistence at all. W take that back. |Is the
t echnol ogy available to clean up a spill if, heaven

forbid, there was a spill.

So those are the issues your coll eagues and your
fellow citizens have nentioned in the | ast couple of days.
And those are the nmessages we are taking back. And so we
are here to hear what you want to add to that group

Don't be shy.

(Transl ation.)

MR. CARL BROVWER  Carl Brower, Nui gqsut
whaler. W had folks |ike you that cane by about |ess
than a year ago receiving testinony fromthis vill age.

And | ask them in the EIS they had nothing -- nothing put
In the book about mtigation nmeasures for offshore. And
the reason | ask, | always ask them what mtigation
nmeasures do you guys have for the whalers on whaling. And
| brought that out. And the only answer | got was Marine
Mammal Protection Act.

And | wonder what you guys are going to put in
the EIS on -- that's comng up on mtigation neasures.

Thank you.
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MR TIMHCLDER: Well, when we have a --
you know, |ike when questions cone up, |I'll try ny best to
answer the questions. For this -- this stage of the
process of witing the EIS, it's to bring up concerns, and
then the next step of the process is to wite the
envi ronnental inpact statenent, draft environnental i npact
statenent, then go out for nore neetings later on this
year. And then in that, because this is a broad
programmatic EIS, | don't believe at that stage that we
put mtigation neasures in there. Jin®

DR JI M KENDALL: Not at this stage.

MR. M KE ROUTHI ER: Ri ght .

MR TIMHOLDER: | don't believe so. |
beli eve that the stipulations are brought in -- once you
have a five-year programand if there are |lease sales in a
EI'S and then you cone to a |lease sale EIS, that's when you
put in stipulations. Ckay.

DR. JIM KENDALL: Right. There is no
| easi ng plans right now. This would describe for the
Secretary, this docunent, on the concerns should there be
a |l ease sale. And then when they have | ease sales, you
woul d have the docunentation and then the mtigations and
stipulations. This is at the very, very -- we are getting
everybody invol ved at the very begi nning of the process.

So what |'mhearing fromyou, sir, Carl, is that
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you want strong mtigations to protect subsistence
whal i ng.

MR. CARL BROVWER: Yeah

MR TIMHOLDER: And so that's an issue
that we will put in. W will take that back and the
Secretary wll see that. To kind of backtrack on your
question, | think this may have been a neeting in Novenber
and it was on a suppl enmental environnental i npact
statenent on sone very narrow i ssues. And that's why you
didn't see stipulations in there. Stipulations were --
and that was a supplenental EIS for the Chukchi 193 fi nal
ElIS. And there are -- wll be stipulations in that
environnental inpact statenent. So it gets kind of
confusi ng because there is |lots of docunents and | ots of
processes.

DR JI M KENDALL: But the inportant point
Is mtigations to protect the whaling hunts, period.

(Transl ation.)

MR TI M HOLDER: Next ?

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  For the record,
| saak Nukapigak. First I want to wel cone you to our
community to hear, express of ny fellow I nupiat people's
concern during the early process of the programatic
envi ronnental inpact statenent as the federal governnent

pr oceeds.
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A couple of things | want brought out tine and
tinme again that prior during the past Adm nistrati on that
we have expressed over and over about comments, including
utilization of traditional know edge with science. But --
but in the past we have been ignored by the federal
governnent. And even during the early process of these
| ease sales in the Quter Continental Shelf -- I'ma
whal i ng captain, comm ssioner for Al aska Eski nbo Whal i ng
Comm ssion, one of the 11 communities that do subsi stence
hunt under the I EWC systemwi th -- including the NVFS
process of being -- AEWC bei ng managed t hrough the
managenment pl an.

As the process of |ease sale occur, when | eases
are being acquired by the oil conpanies, we have been
trying to work so hard with the industry to accept a
Conflict Avoi dance Agreenment to nake sure that our
subsi stence whaling is not being disrupted by activity.

We have seen that happen in the past.

And | like the idea of what our western
nei ghbors say, that yes, | definitely believe that we
have -- that we need to be part of the process. I'min

agreement with the western villagers from Barrow sayi ng
that we need to have a seat on the table. |1'mvery nuch
In agreement with it.

Part of the revenue sharing of the | eases.
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Al aska had -- all these years of |ease Quter Continenta
Shel f | eases that Al aska hasn't received a di ne because of
the policies that's been established in the past where
Loui si ana and New Mexico is the one that benefit when

there is a sale occur. So revenue sharing would be a big

exanple. [|I'mnot against oil and gas, but as long as it
can be done right. Mbst environnental inpact alternative
that is initiated -- we know what the nation needs for

nati onal security, but it needs to be done right.

W need to pace -- we need to be paced on sl ow
pace and proper chains of regulation that need to be
initiated even at the federal |evel to mandate the
I npact -- mandate of the mtigation neasures that are
bei ng i npl enent ed.

We all know that Shell got shot down recently by
t he EPA appeal board because of the conditions. The

Beaufort is our Guard of Eden that we want to protect.

Qur whaling is very inportant. Qur diet is -- our
traditional diet is very inportant to us, living off the
|l and, living off the sea. So we need protections. Do it

right, you know, and be part of the process.

And | know you guys are in the early stage. |
clap the Obanma Admi nistration is making the right choice
by -- with our Secretary of Interior that's going to be

the one that's going to nake the decisions whet her the
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next five years of Quter Continental Shelf, whether the
| ease will occur or not. But we need protections.

There is a lot of regulations and policies that
need to be changed within the federal |evel for our
protection. They are too | oose. One good exanple would
be adopting the Norwegi an standards in relation to oil and
gas of zero tolerance discharge. You have industry that
are -- have buckets to transport all their waste instead
of -- right nowthe policy indicated very well that as
|l ong as they are in conpliance with the regul ati ons, they
can't dispose their waste, the ballistic drilling nuds and
so forth. But | think by changing and adopting the new
standard would really hel p us out.

It is our Garden of Eden. The fish that

mgrate. There is an abundance of Fish & Wldlife that we

depend on that we are trying to protect and -- trying to
protect -- and it will jeopardize our livelihood if none
of these policies and regul ations are being -- of being
repl aced with new type of standard policy. | think by
having -- by having a seat on the table is a -- it's a

good step of being part of the process. W need
pr ot ecti on.

Li ke I say, like I know you will hear nore of
that fromny fellow -- ny local residents. Tine and tine

again that we express our opinions that science and
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traditi onal know edge work together, but they have been
ignored. |I'mglad that Secretary of Interior Ken Sal azar
realized that and sent you guys up to hear and put
toget her information, you know, what the people feel. |I'm
glad for himthat he's nmaking the right choice in starting
the right new path of what's going to happen in the next
five years, as the -- as the | ease sale planning is due to
expire and the new environnental inpact statenment be
witten.

| mean, there is lots -- |I've got |lots of things
in my mnd, but I'"mjust going to go ahead and gi ve you
what | believe as a whaling captain. W need protections.
| know | think I take too nmuch of your tine, but there is
ot her people that wants to express their thoughts.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you very mnuch.
Thank you very nmuch. That's what we need to hear.

MR MKE HALLER | just wanted to
nmention, any of you who want to wite letters to us or any
detailed sort of offering witten-w se, please do that.

W have a way and nmeans for you to get that to us. So if
you woul d pl ease feel that you can -- not only in talking
with us tonight, but followup with witing your ideas
down, as you were tal king about | saac.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: Do you have a
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deadl i ne on your comments?
MR M KE HALLER W do. March 31st. We
w Il pass these around now.

(Transl ation.)

MR, FRANK MATUMEAK: Frank Matuneak. |'m
a subsi stence user in Nuiqsut. W have been giving our
testinonies for over 30 years for the sane thing that you
have, and |I'mwondering if you have studied any of this
testi nonies that we have been giving to all the entities
t hat have been coming here to the village of Nuiqsut.

Now, |'m very concerned about our lifestyle
mai nl y because we depend on the oceans and our waters and
the rivers. And this does not only include Al aska. It
I ncl udes Canada, Greenland, Russia. And this very current
t hat you are thinking about putting into production is
just endangering all of that -- all those people that uses
t he sane foods that we do. And we all are in the sane
environnent. And |I'mglad you are having this neeting.

Now, ny understanding is that you have these
five-, ten-year plans to do this. | don't want to be a
part of a group that will threaten our people and our
livelihood. | don't mnd oil conpanies drilling on our
| ands where -- on the | and onshore where we can contain
anything. Heck, look at that -- that @Qulf of Mexico, nan,

that really hurt a whole bunch of people. And who is
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going to be accountable if sonething |i ke that happens on
our oceans on the ice?

And we got no control over that ice. Nobody
does. No matter how nany things you do or | ook at the way
you can correct that problem it's never going to be
there. And that's the power of the ice and the ocean.

And we live wwth it. W understand it. And --

But | don't want to be a part of a group that is
maki ng a ten-year plan, 20-year plan, whatever plan they
have that will endanger our |ivelihoods and our people.

But | do enjoy the service of sharing a little bit of
wealth fromthe oil conpanies when they do it right on

| and. But any tine you get on the ocean, |'mvery,

very -- | don't want to be a part of a group that is going
to be maki ng plans to have a | ease sale or anything
because that's really hurting our lifestyle.

Just |i ke when you study history -- and you
al ways study history. Look at the Black Hills, all that
gold taken away fromthe | ndi ans because of that al m ghty
gold. Now you are doing the sane doggone thing out in the
ocean for the oil. And that will disrupt our livelihoods
and our source of food, our nainstay.

Thank you.

DR, JI M KENDALL: Thank you.
MR TI M HOLDER: Next ?
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DR. JI M KENDALL: Pl ease, don't be shy.
MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: Can | speak a couple

nor e?
DR JI M KENDALL: Sure. W are here unti
9:45. If there is tinme, you can cone up and tal k nore.
M5. DORA LEAVITT: |I'mDora Leavitt. |I'm
representing the City of Nuiqsut. |'mthe cultural

coordinator. And we do a lot of commenting with industry.
There is a | ot of people com ng in proposing projects, and
yet we have such a short wi ndow of tine to conment on such
a bigthing like this. W would like nore tinme to review,
nore time to -- to -- to, you know, for us to think about
what's going to be out there. |It's about tine the federal
governnent cane and start com ng up with the begi nning of
t heir process.

For years we have been expressing our concerns
over and over again. This community is the nbst inpacted
community in the North Slope. W are the ones that are
living with the oil and the pipeline. W are having to go
under it when we are out hunting. And it's never ending,

t hese community hall, this never -- you know, besides

bi ngo, but there is so nuch that goes on with neetings,
and yet we have a short windowto comment. Thirty days is
not enough.

And ny concerns about this -- the |lease sale is
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that you guys are going to go ahead and sell the whole
thing, you know W need to take it slow. Wien | | ook at
t he Chukchi, they are protected. Twenty-five mles of no
drill, no devel opnent, where the Beaufort Sea, we don't
have assurance. W don't have a buffer zone to tell us
that we are protected fromthe devel opnment that's going to
go on. | know this because there is so nuch oil over here
that our buffer zones were stripped. MCovey, being only
four mles fromCross Island and Liberty and Nort hstar.
Now we have Sivulluk, who is going to be in the path of
our mgration.

W would Iike to see nore protection in the
permtting process. W would like to be a part of your
permtting process. And, you know, who is going to assure
us that when the oil is gone, that we are going to be able
to hunt out there, ny grandkids, ny son? You know, when
all -- thirty years is going to cone and it's -- you know,
we see that with Al pine developnent. [It's already
declining. Now they are going to |l ook for nore and to tap
into nore pipeline to the west of us.

Wth offshore devel opnent, we don't have any --
we don't have any revenue sharing. 1'd like to see nore
stipulations, nore mtigation in place.

When t he devel opers cone, the people that have

bought the | ease sale, you know, they have a short w ndow.
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They say they are going to cone, like, in July and then
they are going to be 100 mles out. In July the shores --
the -- the ice is still close to the -- the shoreline,

seven mles. How are they going to be 100 mles out?
When they start to nmake their way to the Beaufort Sea from
the south with the winds and the weather, they are going
to be forced to cone closer and cone in through the
barrier islands or just north of the barrier islands to
get to their prospect.

These are sone of the things that they put on
paper and say, yeah, we are going to do it this way. W
will be 100 mles out when we get to wherever so we won't

di sturb the hunters and the mari ne manmal s. And | was --

when | read that, | was, |ike, you know what, our ice --
the pack ice is still really close in July.

And then they have a nonth to drill. Like for
the Sivulluk project, they will cone in July, they wll
drill at Sivulluk until August 25 and pull out. \Were are

they going to pull out to? To the shore? 1Is it the day,

the | ast day going to be the 25th? Because when our

whal ers go out there, they are going 97 mles to get to

our whaling canp. Wen we go out seal hunting, we go far
Qur ocean is not just |like Barrow where it's

just right across the street, you know. |It's right there

when they do their seal hunting. Us, we have to go 14
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mles to the river and another seven to 20 mles to the

I ce pack, you know. And they have a buffer zone. W
don't. I'd like to see an assurance -- |1'd like to see a
buf fer zone for the Beaufort Sea and to tell nme that we
are going to be assured that we are going to be able to
hunt when this oil is extracted and they plug the wells.

We woul d I'i ke for you guys to cone back and
consult with us. | know that when, you know, you guys do
t he | ease sales, you guys profit the noney. Are you guys
wlling to send soneone here to, you know, work w th us;
enpl oy sonebody that wll be -- that has a technical
technol ogy reading of all these EIS and whatever? W
don't have anybody here that -- like that. W are
training at that. W have nade that recommendati on to EPA
and ot her agencies that -- you know, to the State. 1'd
like to see one in place with -- under the federal
gover nnent when these | ease sal es happen. Don't just take
t he noney back to Washington, D.C. You know, it's about
tine the federal governnent spent sone of that noney in
these villages that are inpacted the nost.

And conme agai n because |I'm sure you are going to
hear a lot nore. W would |ike nore wi ndow open so we
have nore tine to coment and nore tine to grasp what goes
on the EI S

Thank you.
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MR, TIMHOLDER  Thank you. | have a
question. W have heard this before that Nuiqgsut -- or
shoul d say before today when we had neetings today with
the Native Village of Nuiqsut, that they would like a
buffer. Could you say -- and CGross Island is the canp
that's where you set off from

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That's our whaling
canp.

MR TIMHOLDER: Wuld it be a buffer
around Cross |sland?

MS. DORA LEAVI TT: That and the nouth of
our river.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: To answer your
question, in the past that we have asked for a buffer to
prot ect our subsistence whaling ground of Cross | sl and.
We had asked a 20-mle perineter, asked Cross Isl and,
being the central l|ocation for the 20-mle perinmeter for
our protection. And |like she got nost of ny word what
else -- that's what was in ny m nd.

The benefits that go to the western vill ages
from Point Barrow all the way to Point Hope, it's not
right for us to deal with where they have a buffer that's
been i npl enented by fornmer MVS of 20-mle restriction of
no occupancy or no activity fromthe coastline to 25 mles

fromthe coastline. There is restrictions that you can't
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do any sort of activity. And here all these years that we
have been asking for a buffer zone, a buffer to -- that
woul d protect our whaling, our whaling, subsistence

whal ing ground. It's a very inportant area.

Li ke what Dora say, it's in the path of the
m gration of the bowhead whale. The Canden Bay is a very
I nportant resting, feeding area for the bowhead when there
Is a storm And there is recomendati on bei ng proven by
NOAA where the proposed Shell's prospects, Sivulluk
prospect, and it's only 40 m |l es east of our whaling --
our whaling ground. It's right in the path of the bowhead
whal e.

W need -- like | say, we need protection. W
need restrictions. W need enforceable policy that needs
to be changed within the federal level. Al these years
we have been expressing our concern. Now, utilization of
our traditional know edge al ways been ignored. And we
need those protections.

It seens to be that the federal government was
nore in favor of our eastern nei ghbors than the western --
the western district than us because it is known that the
natural resource -- it's been acknow edged that the whal es
is within that trend. The Barrow are a trend, but we need
protection. W need noise buffer. W need to have that

protection of our whaling ground.
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The rest of the community of the 11 whaling
communities, people will be able to go hunt, cone back to
their hone place, relax. Nuiqsut has to travel 93 mles
to our whaling ground on one of the barrier islands, Cross
I sl and, and have to be out there until we neet our quota.
In times when Mot her Nature don't cooperate, we need to be
out there | onger.

At one point | renenber us being out there
for seven weeks and didn't nmet our quota system because of
activities and the weat her prediction where our
subsi stence hunt and the whal es were di srupted because of
this heavily activity going on in the Beaufort. W had to
go 30 mles north. That's where we finally were able to
see whal es because there was so nuch activity east of
Cross I sl and.

And that tinme we had no choice because a whal e
was got 35 miles north of Cross Island because of the
safety. These small boats that we go out in to harvest,
weat her prediction got bad on us. W had no choice but to
| et go of the whale even though we didn't want to. And
t hat year was so harsh because we didn't neet our quot a.
And it was very noticeable in this comunity. There was
no whal e neat for the community. There was no whal e neat
stored in our cellars. People were hurting. Very limted

stocks of -- for our nutritional diet. That's the way

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

25

Like | said earlier, we need to sit at the
table. W need to be part of the process. W are in the
early stage. And the final process on the environmental
| mpact st at enent.

| ' ve got so much stuff, but | want to give other
fol ks an opportunity, but everything seens to be com ng up
and we need -- like | say, we need protection. And I
think that the federal governnent needs to lift up. W
are part of the -- we are part of Arerica. Folks in the
Lower 48 don't see the inpact. They don't know what type
of livelihood that is for us -- is for us Eskinpbs go
t hrough whil e everybody is benefitting out of it.

When the price of oil goes up, people scream
say it's too high on the national level. And here we are
only just very short mles away froman oil field, still
payi ng the high cost of living. And at one point we paid
al nost nine bucks a gallon just to keep our -- just trying

to survive, trying to keep our house warm from freezi ng

up.
That's why -- | nean, that's why we need

t hese -- policies need to be change naybe on the federal

level. Tine and tinme again you are going to hear that

fromnme. There is too nuch | oose cracks that fell through

the cracks of these policies. There is nobody in the
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federal |evel are nonitoring. Al the years you issue
sal es but not be able to enforce your policy. There is
nobody wat ching themout there, not fromthe federal

| evel . The only thing you believe is what paper trails
that are being submtted, a witten report.

We know that oil conpanies |lie. They are only
here for one business, to be profitable. |[|'ve seen that
stuff during ny livelihood. Tine to change, and the
federal governnent needs to live up to its obligation to
enf orce and change the policies. It can be where
everybody can benefit. W haven't seen a dine ever since
sal es had occurred back from | ease sale 171 and on.

W need to share sone of that sharing, the
revenue sharing. That's one thing that needs to be
changed. It's very inportant. W need to be part of the
process and share the benefits. Not folks that are |living
down in the Lower 48 where they are living in |luxury and
not seeing the inpact or having to deal wth inpact.

Thank you.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Can | go up one nore?
| forgot. Dora Leavitt once again. | forgot to talk
about the social inpacts that is heavy upon this village
t hat everybody ignores because of the price, nmaybe. This
community is inpacted. The oil conpanies give us 50,000 a

year to fight over for subsistence mtigation. That is
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not enough for 400-sone people. Twenty gallons per 40
househol ds for the subsistence hunters is not enough.
That's really bring a toll on the city that is dispersing
t hese funds.

We get a lot of crap fromthe community, you
know, but it's sonething that the i ndustry does just to,
you know, make it | ook good on paper so that you think,
oh, yeah, they are being mtigated. That's okay. That's
not enough. This 50,000 a year is not enough. This
community is 80, 90 percent subsi stence household hunters.
And when we are given this small mtigation fund to fight
over -- and to ne that is a social inpact that is brought
to our |leaders to this community for our subsistence
hunters to fight over.

MR M KE HALLER  Dora, question: Could
you explain for the record what that subsistence fund is
and what you think it should change to?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That subsi stence
mtigation fund was given -- |ike we have one from Pi oneer
as a mtigation for subsistence hunters because in the
past the subsi stence hunters saying they are having to go
further out to hunt their ganes. So that they thought
maybe that mtigation fund was enough.

Wth -- with the price, you know, the econony

goi ng up, everything going up, the price of gas is up, you

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

28

know, 20 gallons is not enough for our subsistence
hunters. They go out. Like Isaac said, we go out. W go
out so nany mles to go to the ocean to go hunt our seals.
We are not al ways successful, so we go again when the

weat her permts us.

MR TIMHOLDER: But is that for offshore
hunting or for --

MS. DORA LEAVITT: That's for wherever
hunting. W are allowed six vouchers per househol d. Not
every household gets them There is a |lot of people that
are left out every nonth, and you know, the --

MR TIMHOLDER But it also applies to
onshore hunti ng.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: It applies to wherever
hunti ng, onshore, offshore. It's just subsistence
hunti ng. We have a cal endar. You know, when there is
cari bou, we go after caribou. Wen it's fishing tine, we
do our fishing. 1It's not just the one-day fishing when we
are fishing out there when we have nets under the ice.

MR. TIMHOLDER The reason we are asking
Is we have not heard of this in relation to activities on
the Quter Continental Shelf, so it nust be from Pi oneer
who is doing things at, say, Alpine?

MS. DORA LEAVI TT: No. That's the

devel opnent that's going on just at the nouth of the
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Colville River by Natchiqg Pioneer Resource on the Oooguruk
pr oj ect .

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: O f shore
approxi mately four mles north of -- at the nouth of

Colville River.

MR TIMHOLDER: It's in State waters?

MS. DORA LEAVI TT: Yeabh.

MR. TIM HOLDER There we go.

V5. DORA LEAVI TT: But still, you know,
the -- nmy point is that these mtigations are not enough
to -- for the whole village.

MR TIM HOLDER  Okay.

MS. DORA LEAVI TT: Social inpact is
i gnored. Qur community has been really inpacted since
devel opnent happened with Al pine. Wen we canme -- you see
this picture. This is 1973, this throw that was nade.
Whien we cane, there was no pipeline, there was no -- we
never knew about oil and gas. One conmmunity gathering
every day. Meetings have taken the place of our
I nspiration, our potlucks, our gatherings. There is a |ot
of bickering and fighting on the VHF. That's soci al
| npact, everybody not for developnent. It's a -- you
know, it's a split.

We know that the -- you know, the -- the US. is

in need for oil. W knowthat. | drive a truck nyself.
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| use sone of that oil. But I'masking themto do it

ri ght and because we are going to be here. W are still
going to be here when this oil runs out. There needs to
be ot her sources that are | ooked into. The w nd, the
sol ar, sonething other than destructing our -- our

l'i vel i hood.

There is health assessnents that needs to take
pl ace. For the past ten years this community has had a
cancer patient die every year for the past ten years.
Wiere is it comng fron? There is no health assessnment of
why our people are dying of cancer. And it's been -- it's
been ten years straight, boom boom boom CQur Elders are
getting sick wth cancer, people that don't snoke, people,
what ever, you know, one after the other.

And these are sone of the things that the
agencies ignore. For so many years we have voi ced these
out. It's tine to -- they have studied the waters. They
have studied -- they' ve spent so nmuch noney on studyi ng
the mari ne manmmal s, and yet they don't come and study who
t he people are, how they are inpacted, what can you do
when people -- you know, there is no rehabilitation center
on the North Slope for this kind of stuff.

Let's get real. Let's get real and let's put
t he noney back where the inpact is. That's all |I'm

sayi ng. Thank you.
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JI' M KENDALL: Thank you.
M KE HALLER:  Thank you.

2 3 3

TI M HOLDER:  Next ?
MR ERIC LEAVITT: WM nane is Eric

Leavitt. |1'ma subsistence hunter/whaler in the Village
of Nuiqsut. | just want to comment on the OCS, the Quter
Continental Shelf. |It's a really touchy subject. |If

anot her | ease sales go on, for instance, if a big player
buys a plot of land on the OCS part where the whal es are
mgrating and they strike oil and they have a bl ow out,
that's going to affect our whaling. The whales are going
to go through that path. They are going to get all oiled

up and they are going to die, and we are going to die with

t hem

| just want to say that they should not do the
CCS and nove to, |like, onshore where it can be -- if there
is an oil spill onshore, it can be picked up, at |east 90

percent of it, whereas of fshore you never know how nuch
you can get; maybe, if you are |ucky, 40 percent due to
the currents and the ice. So |I'mjust saying no offshore
due to the protection of our whaling because it's been
goi ng on for thousands of years.

Al so the mtigation neasures for whaling, ny
personal opinion on mtigation nmeasures, there is no

dollar sign. There is not enough noney in the federal
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governnent to cover our way of life. |If the whales are
gone, what are they going to do? C one whales or what?
It'"s just -- | don't think there is a mtigation
measurenment for our way of life. |It's just there and it
needs to be protected.
Thank you.

DR, JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MR TI M HOLDER: Next ?

MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: ' m d arence
Ahnupkana. And it's not just the whale. It's not just
the whale mgration. Plus it's the fish, the fish we eat,
the whitefish and Arctic cisco. They are traveling east
-- east by each river, so | want you to know before you
start -- before you start drilling, fish mgration cone
nort heast, migrating southwest, whitefish, Arctic cisco.
Pl us caribou mgrate from northeast headi ng southwest. W
eat caribou neat. So I want you to know this ahead of
time.

| eat whale. | eat nuktuk. That's ny favorite

food, plus whitefish, caribou, even ducks or geese or seal
or bearded seal. Those are nore inportant food we eat. |
get real hungry real easy when | have chicken, fried
chi cken or chi cken soup. That's not enough. When | eat
whal e neat and fish, | feel nore nuch confortable after

grow up with Native food.
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Thank you.

MR. TIM HOLDER. Thank you very much.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: We have an El der
here that's got some questions.

MR TIMHOLDER Do you need to take tine
to transl ate?

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  She have hard
time -- sonetines hard tine standing. Her nane is
Mar j ori e Ahnupkana.

M5. MARJORI E AHNUPKANA: My name is
Marj ori e Ahnupkana.

(Transl ated by Edward Nukapi gak.)

Assum ng that OCS and the Secretary decides to
go ahead and open the | ease, what are the distance from
t he shoreline that they have? Are we |ooking at just one
drill rig, or is there going to be nore than one dril
rig? And if so, has the OCS -- they studied the condition
of the current, the ice? And what's going to happen if
there is a bl owout out there?

Does the new managenent that is here tonight
that are not of the past MVB -- she wants to know that you
fol ks are new. And the concern that she has is the
di stance fromthe shoreline, if there is an exploration

out there, there is a devel opnent phase, protection phase,
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how many nmore drill rigs are going to be out there and how
many mles are it going to be out in the ocean.

Sivulluk is only 12 mles from Fl axman | sl and.
So what nore are you heading -- are they heading further
out towards the North Pole? |Is that the distance that the
federal government is planning to open the federal waters?

DR. JI M KENDALL: Those are all good
questions, but nothing has been decided. There was talk
of a buffer zone, how in the west they have the 25-mle
buf fer, and you don't have that in the east. There is a
recommendati on that there should be a buffer zone and
t here should be a buffer zone around Cross Island. Well,
this is a new plan, a new day. There are no plans. W
don't know. W are here for you to tell us the way it
should be. And we can take that back.

(Transl ation.)

M5. MARJORI E AHNUPKANA:  We all know t hat
we have been from neeting to neetings, and every neeting
we nention about bowhead whales. There are other marine
mammal s that are out there that have not been nentioned or
have not been tal ked about. The manmmal s m grate during
springtine eastward, and they summer in Canadi an waters
and Al askan waters. And the species that we tal k about
are not just bowhead whales. W are tal king about

wal ruses, bearded seals, seals and the ot her nanmmal
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species that we may have seen or may not have seen that
are under -- beneath the ocean. And they sumrer in that
ar ea.

And if they are to be out there to drill, if the
federal governnent decides to open the Quter Conti nental
Shel f, do you know the condition of the currents? Does
any of you have studi ed any of these currents, how the
current shifts and how the ice forns? And if there is a
maj or bl owout, how are you going to approach those in
t hose icy conditions?

Peopl e have tal ked in the past, especially the
ones that have left us, that the currents are pretty
strong out there, a current an icebreaker cannot even
control, assumng that there is one there by an
infrastructure that's always been in pl ace.

And t he biggest concern is how are you going to
clean up if there is a major blowout during ice
conditions. What are the chances of cleaning up any ngjor
spills? Because |, for one -- we are not just talKking
about one drill rig. W are not just tal king about one
| ease tract. There will be nultiple | ease tracts out
there. There will be nore than one infrastructure out
there. And what kind of changes are there going to be to
the environnent, to the ocean and the species?

So every neetings that | cone to -- | have been
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coming to these neetings in the past, and every neeting |
hear ny col | eagues tal k of one speci es, bowhead whal e.
just want to confirmsone of these issues, that there are
nore species out there that I know of because it is where
| have grew up in ny surroundi ng.

So she's going to speak sone nore.

We have neetings in the past with oil conpani es,
and sonetines they always trying to weaken the community.
And we have spoken so much in the past about the ocean,

t he environnent of the ocean, how nuch inpact and how nuch
we have spoken of certain species of nmanmmal s out there.

The oil conpanies wants to be out there to
expl ore and extract oil and gas, but sonetinmes we have to
have neetings, community neetings in order to be prepared
for sone sort of a major neeting that m ght cone. You
fol ks cane and wanted to hear fromthis comunity in
regards to the Beaufort Sea that we depend on.

| think there are tines that she nentioned about
having a community neeting with a group of people before
we can have -- before you fol ks or any ot her agencies that

cone to this village and hold neetings so that way that we

w |l be prepared to give comments, concerns, nmay ask
quest i ons.

And I, for one, | still feel that it is very
vul nerable right nowto -- to tal k about our ocean in

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

37

opening for |ease. She wants to see nore thorough
studies. Her strong concerns are the ice conditions. The
currents still needs to be studied. No one knows what the
conditions are out there. You nay have it on your -- on
your black and white data informati on, but that data
I nformati on m ght change because we never know what Mbt her
Nat ure can do.
So that was her -- her concerns, her comments
and her questions.
MR, TI M HOLDER: Thank you.
DR JI M KENDALL: Thank her for us. Thank
you, Marjorie. Very good comments, very good questions.
(Transl ated.)
MR, CGEORCGE SI ELAK: For the record, ny
name i s CGeorge Sielak, ex-whaling crew nenber and
subsi stence user. W nust have testinonies probably
t hi cker than the Library of Congress. Were are all those
testinmonies? | think by this tinme, this new panel that is
formed by Cbama, you should have a master EI'S by now.
Where is all our testinonies? For 37 years | have |ived
here, all those testinonies that should be used for this
day of devel opnment out in the offshore, where are those
comment s?
| nmean, | know by nowit's nore close to all the

testi noni es that we have brought to this day. Every year
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for 30-sone, alnost 40 years, | nean, you have nothing to
show for it today. | nean, there is nothing to read.
nmean, it's just kind of disappointing sonetinmes to see
this type of neeting in our communities.

And | want to share a little of Isaac's
concerns. | know we have tal ked about these, and |I'm sure
you guys probably haven't heard about them Even though
you are a new panel and senior | eaders or senior |isteners
to the federal governnent, | nean, we have tal ked about
t hese issues. Stricter standard operating procedures,
stricter regul ations for under the Clean Air Act to get
stricter, under the air pollution Act. | nmean, you have
people living out here up here.

We have seen a | ot of change up here when we
| ook at a Deadhorse, Kuparuk, the offshore islands.
nmean, this is our |last shot here. How long nore tine are
we going to wait? | nean, this is just a nornal cone to
the town and listen and wite and -- | nean, where is al
the master testinonies? The master EI'S you should have by
now because there is al nost a devel opnent goi ng on out
there. | nean, you should have that book before you to
present to our people. Here are all our testinonies.
Wiere are they? | nmean, it is like our bible for this
comunity.

| mean, for so many years the whol e ocean you
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see out there is our hunting ground. It provides us, our
comunity, provides the food that we eat from out there.

And al so one concern | want to bring out, the
ability to clean up an oil spill. Fromthe experiences
t hey have at the Gulf of the Deep Horizon cl eanup, like
| saac say, they should be nore strict nmonitoring, a
noni toring progranm not only the paperwork process that's
out there you approve and let it go, oh, it passes
regulations, it's safe -- | nean, it's mnimum It wll
be okay. There should be soneone out there personally.
Agenci es that we have tal ked about should be out there
nmonitoring the programon site. And on top of that, other
agenci es should be nmonitoring the agencies that are out
t here.

And it's just, you know, going back to square
one here. | nmean, we know devel opnent is conm ng because
of the offshore devel opnent. W all know it's com ng, but
nost of all the people up here on the North Sl ope have --
that did not approve the offshore drilling. But |ike nost
of our people here in this community, we would rather see
near shore or onshore devel opnent, other than --

And during our -- the lifestyle, the -- the
ani mal s that we have in our ocean, which is our food to
the table. Even though you don't see it, it's in the

ocean. It's in the water. | nmean, there is a |ot of food
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we eat that cones fromthe ocean.

And | wish that they could get away from
offshore and start thinking seriously on drilling,
drilling on | and and nmake it nore safer and less -- |ess
battling for everybody.

Thank you.

DR, JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MR. TIMHOLDER  Thank you. The one thing
'l say about the extensive testinony going back into the
1970s was a few years ago our office did collect testinony
from Nui qgsut and all the coastal communities and put it
into a conpendium As far as | know, that hasn't been
kept up to date, but at |east we can take it fromthat
point and bring it forward because we certainly have those
records. And that mght be sonething to put together and
at |l east have it as a reference docunent.

DR JI M KENDALL: That woul d be a good
| dea.

MR, GEORCGE SIELAK: That is a thing |
think we need to see, this community need to see. | nean,
for so many years we would like to see that put into the
master plan EIS for this offshore devel opnent.

MR TIMHOLDER: So at a | east we have got
a substantial part of that, and we just need to bring it

up to date.
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MS. DORA LEAVI TT: My question is when
Cbama | eaves the Adm nistration, are you still going to
be, you know -- is there going to be another new face that
we are going to see?

DR JI M KENDALL: You nean for here?

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Fromright here.

DR JI M KENDALL: W are career. W are
not political.

M5. DORA LEAVI TT: | know, but you know,
it --

MR TIM HOLDER: Are you asking what woul d
happen to a pl an?

MS. DORA LEAVI TT: What woul d happen to
t he pl an when you get new -- a new President and say
she -- Sarah Palin is for devel opnent.

MR, | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: Don't tal k about
Sarah. Wtch.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: But that's what we face
all the tine.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  She don't care about
Al askans.

DR JI M KENDALL: Wwell, if we have a
five-year plan, it's a five-year plan. The five-year plan
we are in now started with the previous Adm ni stration.

And what had happened is toward the end of this five-year
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pl an - -

MS. DORA LEAVI TT: They didn't come to us
| i ke you are doing now. You are doing this different with
t he new Adm ni stration with Obama.

DR JI M KENDALL: | didn't want to say too
nmnuch about nyself, but when |I was brought up here for a
few nonths, the director said, | want you to cone up
there, and | said, why, why ne? He said, because you are
a scientist. You listen well. Because | have a hearing
problem so | have to focus listening. | ama scientist.
|'ve done a lot of the science.

And so this Adm nistration is very big on naking
deci si ons based on the best science, which includes
traditional know edge. And so you are seeing the result
of sort of a new way of doing business. You nentioned
this is the very beginning. W don't have anything to
bring with us for this effort because nothi ng has been
witten yet. The EISis not witten.

And we have the testinonies that Tim brought
out, but since this is the very, very beginning, we are
comng to the communities first. And so we want to neke
sure that before we put pen to paper -- and Rob back there
Is going to be one of the folks that hel ps us put pen to
paper -- that we have this testinony starting from

scr at ch.
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MS. DORA LEAVITT: Are you going to be
I npl ementing the old testinonies of our Elders that have
passed on on sone of these EIS because they have tal ked
about these testinobnies froma long tine ago, and they --
a lot of traditional know edge that they gave the old
Adm ni stration and the old MVS peopl e.

MR TI M HOLDER: R ght . | think that's a
really good idea, and we need to nake sure that that
testinony is not overlooked. And so by virtue of getting
this into the record now, this will cue us up to --

MR, | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: " mglad John Col
Is no longer the Al askan Region Director. That guy was
pr o- devel opnent, never |istened, didn't want to hear no
traditional know edge, said hey, | don't want to hear your
problems. That's the kind of guy he was.

DR JI M KENDALL: Understood. Under st ood.
Before | left in January to cone up here, | asked the
director, Brommch if | could cone to all these neetings.
He said, of course you need to be there. And | guess the
previous regional director didn't cone to these neetings.
Well, 1I'm here now.

MR | SAAC NUKAPlI GAK: That guy was j ust
sitting there sending his little |lieutenants out so he
didn't get beat up.

DR. JI M KENDALL: He shoul d have cane up.
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He woul d have | earned so nuch

MR. CARL BRONER: Carl Brower, for the
record. Nuigsut whaler. Also hearing everybody on
protection fromthe -- on the oil industrial side, what
about the protection fromall the other fol ks that are
going to be out there, like the fisheries and the barges
that are going back and forth fromeast to west? Wat
protection is there going to be on the EIS? Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Very good comment. \Wen
we net with the mayor today, that sane issue cane up that
all of these other countries are sending all this shipping
and it's going through the Bering Strait and it's com ng
up here. That's a serious issue. And Tim you have been
I nvol ved in sone of this.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: 1" m gl ad he brought
t hat up because we know - -

DR JI M KENDALL: You see it.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: It's going to happen
sooner than later. The gateway through North Ameri ca.
That's going to happen. The shortest access to
transportation. Marine highway, that's going to happen.
We know this. The Coast Guard needs to be out there nore.

MR TIMHOLDER: Right. The -- as you all
know, everybody knows the receding polar ice cap is

opening up nore opportunity for nore shipping of all
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ki nds, not just oil and gas, but commercial shi pping,

crui se ships, all these kinds of shipping. And part of ny
job down in Washington, D.C. is to participate in
committees of various federal agencies dealing with the
Arctic. And sone of those deal with shipping. And the --
there is a great concern about |ack of infrastructure for
safe harbors, for Coast Guard presence. Everybody knows
there is just way not enough. And so those -- those

| ssues have been brought up.

The issues about conflicts with hunting -- all
that kind of shipping with hunting i s sonewhat recognized,
but I don't think it's recogni zed well enough. There is
an organi zation that's part of the United Nations, the
International Maritine Organization, and they have the
ability to regulate and set sea channels for shipping and
marine traffic, and if we can work to figure out where to
set those shipping | anes best, we can get those
recomrendati ons through our U S. Coast Guard who
represents the U S. governnment at this |International
Maritime Organi zati on.

And |I'm going to kind of put that on ny |ist of
things to do, and hopefully we will try to work sone
t hi ngs out there; even though it's not our agency's
responsibility to do all that, but I think we can -- we

are up here, we are hearing your testinony and concerns,

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

46

and we can facilitate that, | think.

MR MKE HALLER Carl, could you give Ed

just a mnute to share that with Marjorie, please?
(Transl ation.)

DR JI M KENDALL: Very good conments.
Thank you.

MR. CARL BROWER: The reason | ask because
this village experienced i npact from ot her vessels during
our whal i ng season and al nost cost our quota to be only
taken by half. As a whaling captain, it's our
responsibility to take the whal e hone to feed our
community to |ast through the year. And to get inpacted
and not receiving the whole quota is very disturbing.
Thank you.

MR MKE HALLER. Thank you. Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Yeah. That cane up at
our neeting today as very inportant. How do you have the
transportation and the shipping not inpact subsistence and
whaling. So that -- thank you. Good comments.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: Because they are
assessi ng each household that's been done here, | do
bel i eve, through the North Sl ope Borough Wldlife
Managenment or through one of the organi zations that did
survey of the consunption used by each, not househol d, but

by each individual per in the household of the consunption
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and use of marine mammals, of wldlife, the fish, of how
nmuch average of nearly a thousand pounds per person. And
conposed of 30 percent of marine nmamml s, which is whal es,
seals, you nane it, the marine manmal s that we use.

Anot her 30 percent is the fish. The fish is the mgrating
fish that cones in fromthe ocean.

It is noted of 28 species of fish that cones
over wi nter and have them-- and half of those fishes
winter in the Colville River. Like the Arctic cisco is a
mgration fish that spawn fromthe MacKenzi e that has been
pushed through the current until they are three-,
four-year-old. By that tine they are in our river system
But there is fishes that cones in the river. That's why
we are worried what wll happen.

These are sone of the diets, our custonmary diet
t hat we depend on, not just whales, but whal es are one of
the main species that we really depend on, and it's been
known over 10, 000 years, known that we have been whal i ng.
It's been passed down from generation to generation.

My brothers and | cane froma big whaling

famly. As a matter of fact, came froma real subsistence

econom c. Qur parents are gone now. Had raised 12 -- 12
children with no cash economc. |It's been al

subsi stence, living off the land, living off the sea. And
we are -- and they are gone now. And now it's our
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responsibility to continue keeping the tradition alive,
and we are passing it on to our kids. That's how the
chain -- the chain of -- the chain link occurs. Wen we
are gone, they will still be here, even when the oil is
gone, been extracted out.

But it needs to be done the right way. Change
in policies, being on the table, sharing the benefit, the
revenue benefits because everything is so high, cost of
living, so expensive. Everything that's transported here
has a markup, 115 percent markup fromthe retail price.
Not all of you have gone to our store today and | ook
around at the prices of our goods conpared to what urban
f ol ks pay.

Living an urban life isn't easy. Always a cost,
and everything is all very expensive. W are not |iving
in luxury. W are feeling the inpact. And |like I say, we
need to be part of the process and enjoy the sane benefits
t hat everybody that lives an urban life that we need to
al so enj oy.

Thank you.

MR, TI M HOLDER: Anybody el se want to
speak?

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: | want to hear from
her .

MR. TIM HOLDER  Anybody el se?
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MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  |I'Il just share one
her e.

MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: My name is
Cl arence Ahnupkana. Yeah. They say they clean up the oil

right. Down in Southeast did they clean up the oil right?

Just the top of it. Under the rocks there is oil, oil.
There is nore oil, nore cleanup. Maybe in the near
future, who knows? There wll be an oil spill north,

nort heast, nore and nore and nore and pollute the Beaufort

Sea. Wio knows? You don't know. | don't know. More
si ckness, nore disease will cone around in the near
future. There will be no -- maybe no left aninals there
living.

Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MR MKE HALLER  This young nman here.
It's good for us to hear fromthe youth.

MR JI MW OYAGAK: My nane's Jimy Oyagak
city council nmenber of Nuiqsut. M only coment is open
ANWR, | ease half of it, a quarter of it. |'msure there
is a lot nore oil under there. Leave our oceans al one.

Thank you.

M5. MARJORI E AHNUPKANA: Earlier we have

ment i oned about vessel traffic, open |lanes due to climte

change, due to thinning up ice. And there are no nore --
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no nore land for the seals and bearded seals to depend on,
t he pol ar bears, the walruses that depend on the ice as
their land. |It's shrinking. Now today these manmal s that
we speak of and hunt are now using these rivers for

haul -outs. They are being stressed. They are stressed to
a point where -- where our clinmate change have really
changed, and these are the changes that we are seeing

t oday.

A long tinme ago the El ders, when she was able to
remenber her surroundi ngs, our Elders have spoken that the
earth was going to shift. It is shifting today. dinmate
change in the Arctic, blizzards, snowstorns in the Lower
48, those are the kind of changes that the Elders have
spoke of. And I, for one, | amwtnessing this today.

One day we will not have any winter. There wll

be no winter on this Arctic. The North Slope is going to

be |li ke Lower 48, ice and snow free. W wll be able to
travel year-round by boat. There will be vessels out
there, either for industrial or commercial, which wll be

open. And it's already opening.

And these are the words that | have heard from
my El ders that have left us long tine ago. Now I'm
carrying this today ever since | amable to know ny
surroundings when | was a little girl |ike her.

There was not hing out there, but today it is

M DNI GHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100






© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

51

changing. Your people in Lower 48 w il experience what we
are experiencing today, snow, blizzard. Your rivers are
going to freeze, | akes are going to freeze. The earth is
shifting. Qur lakes and rivers are not going to be able
to freeze anynore. That's the climte change that we are
seeing today. And | amnot lying to you. It is true.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you. Thank you,
Marj ori e.

MR. CARL BRONER: Me again, Carl Brower.
My one |l ast concern is studying the currents out in the
ocean. You got the current fromthe east side that cones
and neet the current on the -- fromthe west side. And
when they do neet, it's strong. | experienced | osing
whal i ng equi pment out in the ocean because of the current
out there. Especially when the south wind and the south
current cone together, the forces are too strong to hold
the big production that's out there.

| just want to see if you guys did any studies
on the current that are further out; not just by the | and,
but the stronger currents that are further out.
Thank you.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: |'m pretty sure you
guys were in Barrow, right?

DR JI' M KENDALL: Ri ght .

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  You guys see what --
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the pressure ridges that happened from --

DR. JI M KENDALL: That was i npressive. |
was there |last week. It was flat, and this week three
stories high.

MR, | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: That's why it needs

to be done the right way. You can't predict Mther Nature

because of the -- what the Mdther Nature can does,
especially here in the Arctic conditions. It can cone
from-- froma calmto --

MR. CARL BRONER: Very violent.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: -- very violent
hurri cane type force weat her.

MR. CARL BROWER: Even if there is no
w nd, the current itself is very destructive.

MR | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: The current and the
w nd, once they consult together, that can be very --

MR. CARL BROVER: Very deadly.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  Very danger ous.

DR. JI M KENDALL: And the ivus.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: It's not just happening
on top. It's gouging under the sea bed, too.

DR JI M KENDALL: | npressive.

MR M KE HALLER  You know, you were
tal ki ng about Mot her Nature, and | -- very rem ni scent

of -- I'"'msure people in New Zeal and earlier today w sh
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that they had been able to know what Mther Nature had in
mnd for them a terrible earthquake.

DR JI M KENDALL: Everyone is getting

tired.

MR, | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: Me again, |saac
Nukapi gak. It's the future that we are -- that we need to
consider. Wen oil is gone, we all wll be gone,

especially ny respected Elders. You are ol der than ne.

MR TIM HOLDER: Thank you.

DR JI M KENDALL: They are ol der than ne.

MR, | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: We need to protect
their -- I'mtal king about these kids.

MR MKE HALLER The little ones, right.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: It's their future
that we are -- we are dealing with and doing it the right
way instead of playing -- we are playing Russian roulette
with their livelihood. | know for a fact that parents are
teaching themthe right way of -- of living off the | and,
living off the sea. They -- they have been given a taste,
and they wll continue.

I f you ever see this young kid as a young man be

a whaler, it's like an individual that lives in urban, has
a dream of becone a pilot or career of sone sort. But
when you are a Native, it's always been being a provider

to the community, be a hunter. That's the culture of
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| nupiat. Pass on the traditions that's been passed on to
us for thousands of years.
W have to do it the right way and be part of

the process. That's their future that we are dealing

with. And | want to nmake sure that nmaybe -- 1'll be gone
t hen, too, when they are -- when they soneday becone a
parent or grandfather. They'll have to pass on what they

have been taught. W want to continue keepi ng our
i velihood alive.

Subsi stence lifestyle is priceless. There is no
price toit, period. It's our livelihood, part of our
culture. That has been passed on to us for thousands of
years.

| nyself wouldn't give ny kids their -- their
traditional diet that's been contam nat ed. Li ke, for
I nstance, how would you feel if | realized that our foods
wer e bei ng contam nated when a di saster can occur? Spills
occur. Q| spills occur. W have seen that happen wth
GQulf of Mexico. and | think that's a wake-up call for the
federal government. |, nyself, wouldn't want to feed ny
kids with contam nated food.

The ocean is abundant by a -- it's abundant
resources that we depend on. Do it the right way. And
I'mglad that Secretary of Interior Ken Sal azar nade that

choice that during the beginning of every process wth the
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ElIS to come to the communities, which is us that are being
| npacted, the nost inpacted community, and the people that
are sitting who have never heard or seen the livelihood of
the -- of us. W still nake noise. They don't have no --
they are careless and don't have no pity for us.
That's been happening too | ong. Statenents been
i gnored. Prom ses been broken. Conmm tnent never been
foll owned. Never share -- never share of the benefits. W
need those being part of -- like | say early on, being
part of the process and being on the table to nake sure
t hi ngs are done right and not being ignored.
Thank you.

DR. JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MR, CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: For the record,
' m d arence Ahnupkana. | have four nephews, four nephews
here |istening, watching. They will take over our future.
s these neetings going to go on and on and on and on
until you get the point? Thank you.

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: (to Lois Epstein:)
You bring a translator from Fai rbanks or somewhere where
you cone fron? You have a translator? | amtranslating
for these fol ks here.

MR, | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: He charges by the
wor d.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: | just wanted to
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comment very briefly because | was at the --
MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  You have an El der
here that don't understand you.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: Can you interpret for

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: |I'mtranslating for
t hese fol ks here, and you are an individual that cane from
anot her organi zati on.

M5. LO S EPSTEIN: From Anchor age.

MR, EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: Exactly.

M5. LO S EPSTEIN. Ckay.

DR. JIM KENDALL: It is a public neeting.
Anyone fromthe public --

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK:  So | can transl ate
for her?

DR JI M KENDALL: Yes, you nmy, please.

MR, EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: Are you going to
pay me, too? That's a question.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. | think they will cover
your tinme for ny conversation, and I'll be very fast. |Is
t hat okay?

MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: Very short.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN: COkay. Mstly | wanted
to thank the community for all your good comments, for

hosting this neeting. | think it's very inportant. And
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al so thanks to the Bureau of Ocean Energy for the

opportunity to speak.

As | said, ny nane is Lois Epstein. |'man
engineer. | work on Arctic issues out of Anchorage. And
| left ny card today. | went in and tal ked to peopl e at

the city offices. Unfortunately, the mayor was very busy,
so |l didn't get to talk to him except very briefly at the
airport. | was in the tribal offices. | spoke to the
subsi stence organi zation. And | also stopped in at
Kuukpi k. So people can get a hold of ne, | left ny
I nf or mati on.

| want to be a resource to the community. |
have experience working on Cook Inlet offshore, the zero
di scharge issue. | have done a | ot of work on pipelines
onshore and offshore nationally as well as in Al aska for
ten years. | know air pollution is a big issue here in
Nui gsut, and I"'mtrying to keep track of that, as well as
I n Kakt ovi k, encourage people to take photographs of that.

| did want to nmention that, you know, as a
wat chdog organi zati on, one of the reasons I'mhere is to
observe and nmake sure the federal government listens to
what everybody says so hopefully that can be -- that can
be hel pful .

Yesterday we heard a lot in Barrow about the

Conflict Avoi dance Agreenent and how BOEMRE doesn't have
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the ability to enforce that, and | think that's very
I nportant and sonething that they -- the federal
gover nnent heard.

So I'lIl nmake nore detailed coments in
Anchorage. That will be on the record. |'m happy to send
that to anyone. But please, you know, let ne knowif you
are interested in staying in contact. And if | can hel p,
I'd like to be able to do that. Thank you.

(Transl ation.)

M5. DORA LEAVITT: | just wanted to put
for the record that we have had very bad representation
fromthe WI derness League in the past, froma
representative that used to live here that is associ at ed
wth the WI derness League or any ot her environnental
groups. They make out like we are a very sick comrmunity,
a very poor hunting community. They speak half truth.
Now we are seeing themon TV tal king about Nui gqsut.

We heard comrents |like there were 20 respiratory
di stressed babi es that were sent out, 120 people on
I nhalers. That is not true. W know that there needs to
be a health assessnment that is correct and cones fromthe
community. W are the ones that are inpacted.

| appreciate your coments, but | would ask you
guys to speak the truth if you are going to try to speak

on behal f of Nuigsut.
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M5. LOS EPSTEIN. | won't speak for you.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: O speak what
devel opnent goes around our village. W can speak for
ourselves. W have heard environnental groups cone in and
di stort our testinonies. They have never been out at our
whal i ng canp. They have never been out hunting wth us.
And it kind of upsets ne to hear it on KACN TV from our
past representative that is closely associated with the
environnental groups. | was kind of pissed off when I
heard t hose testinonies.

And those were a lot of lies that were com ng
fromthe WI derness League, fromthe Al aska Pacific
Coalition and other environnmental groups that speak on
behal f of these communities that are inpacted. They are
not wel cone here a lot of tinmes, you know, after the
m srepresentati on of our comunities. They don't cone
here and speak -- you know, people kind of shut their
doors because of the lies that were presented from
their -- their organization.

And | would just like to nake that for the
record. Thank you.

M5. LOS EPSTEIN. I'mwith the WI derness
Society, not the WIlderness League. And I won't speak for
people fromthe community. | would like to help if | can.

MR. | SAAC NUKAPI GAK:  |'m gl ad Dora
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brought that up. W had an individual that was affili ated
wth a group, was so-called fired, a physician's
assistant. No longer holds a license to practice nedical
for telling lies to the world of m sl eadi ng the gl obal
organi zations that have been -- that are affiliated with
the Friends of the Earth or any environmental
organi zati ons.

We still have abundance of wldlife. W are not
starving. Wales are abundant. The fish are abundant.
But like |I say, we need to do it the right way.
Regul ati ons need to be changed, need -- new enforceable
policies need to be inplenented within the federal |evel.
l'mgoing to repeat nyself over and over because of what
happened in the past that had ignored our requests. |It's
| i ke being shut down by the federal governnent.

| think that's the only way that things can be
wor ked on, the utilization of new technology in
Integrating the science and traditional know edge. W
know that we can't -- we can't go backwards. There is
absolutely no way nyself or any of themthat's sitting
here won't -- can go backwards. W can survive. The
El ders that had lived the traditional way w thout |ights,
heati ng, are gone. W depend on it nowadays. Wthout it,
W thout the -- without the oil to keep our house warm we

can't go back. W are adopted to that way.
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Even you; even you may be affiliated wth other
organi zation, you still utilize it. But maybe you are
driving a Cadillac with the oil, gas being poured in your
vehicle or going on a |luxury cruise or do sports hunting.
Still -- and you are still fighting.

We are very fortunate to cone fromthat we are
off fromthe Third Wirld. Because of these benefits that
had happened from formati on of our hone governnent, we
wll be able to tax the industry of the facilities. Now
we are enjoying life. Qur livelihood is much easier.

| grew up in the honey buckets in the past, no
runni ng water. These are benefits that we see.

Enpl oynment. I n the past unenploynment with the Natives was
al nost nearly 90 percent unenpl oynent rate. Nowadays
what's been di scovered, people have a career in public
service; not only in public service, but in the
international -- in the national market being conpetitive,
conpanies to be able to provide jobs, enploynent, training
and show the benefits.

We can't go back. W are -- we are adopted to
it. There is absolutely no way that we could go back.
There is absolutely no way. W can survive. W wll
grunble. | want you to understand that. Thank you.

MS. LAOS EPSTEIN. Thank you, |saac and

Dora. And | -- let ne tell you what | wll say in
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Anchorage. | would say | agree with what Dora said, take
it slow There is a lot of things that the federal
governnent needs to do before it noves offshore. |
understand the need for devel opnent in Al aska. | was

hi red because |'ve spent ny career trying to make it
better to stop the | eases from pi pelines. Spent many
years working on that regulatory structure.

And now t hose | essons, noving over to the Bureau
of COcean Energy, the federal governnment pipeline agency is
part of Departnent of Transportation, so | agree with
al nrost -- just about everything | heard toni ght and
that's -- that's where |'mcomng from

We do need to take it slow. And potentially,
you know, oil shale on State lands is a way to fill the
pi peline. W haven't tried that yet. It's working in
Nort h Dakota. There are other options besides the
of fshore. And those need to be considered by the
gover nnent .

So thank you. And I'd love to talk to you nore
about this.

MR, | SAAC NUKAPI GAK: | don't testinony
after overtine because you have to pay ne.

MR TIMHOLDER: And the Tea Party is in
charge of Congress and they are cutting our budget, so

It's going to be hard to pay you, you know. That's just a
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] oke.
Qur schedule is to go to 9:45, and it's 9:45.
And | think we will -- ny sense is everybody has had an
opportunity to speak. If I"'mwong, let ne know
MR. EDWARD NUKAPI GAK: Can | say a very
short, brief -- My nanme is Edward Nukapi gak, for the
record. |I'ma Nuiqgsut whaler. 1In the past we have -- we

heard toni ght about a | ot of things that the governnent
hasn't really heard of, particularly the new panel that
has been selected to oversee and coning to communities and
gat heri ng comments and concerns about the possible
five-year | ease plan

Toni ght we heard about buffer zones, deferral
lines. Deferral |ine has been brought before Mnerals
Managenent Service and all the other agencies. It has
al ready been docunented, but in the past Secretary of the
Interior have not really | ooked into it under Bush
Adm ni strati on.

Nui gsut is the only one that's been |l eft out
fromthis critical -- that habitat that needs to be
preserved, particularly with offshore exploration
Deferral line is sonmething that we need to be protected if
federal governnent wants to be out there to open | ease
sal es.

These areas are not just one island we are
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speaking of. There are nunerous islands that need to be
deferred fromfurther seismc exploration and in the
devel opnent phase. These are the critical habitat of the
wldlife, of the marine nmanmal s that depend on haul -outs.
We have haul -outs. When there is no ice, they depend on
t hese i slands for cal ving.

| spoke with this young nan over here earlier
before we had this neeting going. H mand | had a good
conversation. | gave himsone nice, good, strong
pointers. And we spoke of deferral |lines. W spoke of
the current and the ice conditions that these El ders and
the rest have spoke of. Those have been offset in the
past, and we are still seeing themtoday wth different
faces, wth new panel, wth new agencies that cones to
this community.

That deferral line is very inportant to us, and
it may be inportant to federal governnent because it's in
federal waters. It may be in the best interests of
their -- of United States energy needs.

So how are you going to bal ance subsi stence vice
versa industrial? Not only oil and gas producers, but we
are tal king about marine traffic lane that is bound to
open. What kind of mtigation inpact is the federal
governnent going to give to those nonindustrial vessel

traffic that may open in federal waters, either com ng
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fromAtlantic side or com ng from Chukchi or fromthe
Bering Strait side?

We tal k about mtigation inpact. Wen you talk
about social inpact, those are the -- are the inpacts that
you are going to -- we are experiencing today. Do you
think that these oil conpanies are going to do good in
giving mtigation inpact to this comunity? O is the
community going to ask the federal governnent to set aside
what ever | ease tracts they have sold on behalf of oil and
gas industry? How nmuch can you give to the conmmunity so
t hat the community can continue to hunt and harvest?

Earlier you finally figure out what the
mtigation inpact fund neant for the onshore and of fshore,
particularly with Northstar, Pioneer. The inpacts are to
us nean that we have to travel further distance, which is
al ready happeni ng t oday.

Wth what city can give us, we are only limted
to our boundl ess boundary of our subsistence. W have to
travel further out while this 20 gallons per nonth is
going to provide the comunity wth what we hunt fromthe
of f shore and how nmuch of horsepower are they | ooking at
just fromthis 20 gallon that each hunter receives? So |
amlimted to travel and harvest fromthe ocean because
the inpact is not giving ne enough to travel further to

harvest and provide for the food on the table.
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So those are the things that we have tal ked of
tonight. And we heard the conditions of what Mot her
Nature can do. | think you have already experienced what
a current can do to an ice buildup pressure ridge like you
have nentioned in Barrow. These are our unexpected
conditions that can happen. It wll not give you any
war ni ng. National Wather Service ain't going to give you
no warning that sonething is going to happen out there
when the weather is blow ng out there 24 hours ahead of
time. No. It happens instantly.

| ce, you can have ice free, and next thing you

w il have ice out there. The current is pushing the w nd,
and the current are pushing the ice together. |t can open
the lead within mnutes. It can close the lead wthin

m nut es.

And you can hear those icebergs slamm ng | ouder
t han what you can hear banging on a drill rig. That's the
ki nd of current that we have heard of, that we have seen
and heard all these big chunks of ice, no matter how big
you | ook at them Wen they cone together, they are
smashed, the current -- the ice is carrying them swrling
them So what's going to happen if you put out a drill
rig out there? You think one or two ice breakers is going
to be enough to protect a drill ship out there? No.

Are those other vessels, support vessels, are
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t hey double hull to protect from being possibly crushed

and have a spill thenselves? W are not only talking
about a drill ship and a drill rig that may have an oi
spill. W are tal king about other vessels that m ght have

oil spills that may be inpacted by some sort of a current,

I ce because the vessels are not double hull. They are
single hull, and they are easily snashed. So we are
not -- those are the kind of spills we are tal k about,

too. W are not just tal king about froman oil rig that's
goi ng to have a major blowut. You going to think about
safety and do it the right way, you are | ooking at those

ot her vessel s, al so.

So there is sonething that -- that we all have
to work together and what -- and how can you bal ance
subsi stence vice versa industry? You can't. How can they

wor k together? The only way that it can work together is
that we all have to work together.

You cone to our community to gather information.
You wanted to hear traditional know edge. You want to
I ncorporate traditional know edge into black and white.
And you wanted to have traditional know edge fromthese
El ders that have nore know edgeabl e that we have inherited
and fromthese pictures that you have seen up here.

| have experienced the Sivull uk prospect early

in the '80s. Federal governnment was so carel ess when they
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first opened the | ease sale. Hammerhead is now call ed
Sivulluk. That's where Shell first drilled their
prospect. Wien federal governnent opened that to
Hamrer head, everythi ng was chaos.

There was no absolutely nonitoring of these
offshore oil and gas -- there were | ess nonitoring back
then when they first started that offshore. Careless in
di scharging oil spill and the fluids into the ocean. And
|'ve seen icebergs covered with drill mnud, not natural
mud. Those | have seen in the past.

And noise is a factor. Yes, noise is a factor
in offshore. W tal k about bowhead whal es, they are
vul nerable to noise. And not only bowhead whal es, but
also to the other marine mammals. But in order for us to
do it in a safer manner, our area in the Beaufort Sea
needs to be nore studied before it can be given to the oil
and gas producers.

We know t hat we have been opposing to offshore
fromtinme to tinme over and over; no, no alternative is no
sale. And next thing we hear is there is a sale going on
there. Qur voices have been heard. They have gone from
one ear and out to the other. | think that maybe there is
nore problens. |'mnot going to say. Under Cbana
Adm ni stration, | see now that he has -- has put a panel

together that's willing to listen to us now, hoping to
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listen to us, not just this community, but al so those
other communities that are being -- will be affected. But
" mvery di sappointed that Chukchi Sea side is being nore
favored and that's not being inpacted yet.

The Beaufort Sea side, Kaktovi k and Nui gsut are
the only two that is being heavily inpacted. And they are
getting nore -- they have been granted nore than what we
have asked for. W have been denied fromtine to tine,
not just by one agency; by another agency that we are
dealing with the sane offshore issue. One agency i s going
to say yes, the other is going to say no.

We tal k about air quality, water quality. Those
are the folks that's going to be comng to this comunity
and nake the sane presentation for offshore and the
sane -- possibly sane drill ships that we have spoken in
t he past, the testinonies that have been given.

This is just the begi nni ng because you have
nothing to present to us. And one way that we can make
this to cone alive is that we have to work together and we
have to put this in the manner where it's not going to
affect our subsistence |ivelihood.

And we are hoping that we should not be driven
out of Cross Island area because there m ght be so nmuch
devel opnent going on over there. The land fall of the

pi peline is another thing. And those are the -- right on
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the path of the mgration of bowheads, the wal ruses that
cones ashore fromthe north.

So we all have to sit down and think what's
goi ng to happen now. Wat's going to happen if you guys
| eave tonmorrow? WIIl this comunity -- will this
community here ever hear fromyou fol ks again? WIIl we
ever have a prom se feedback? WII| there be any prom ses
that -- that we want the communities and the other
communities want -- want to say no to offshore.

But after hearing fromny whaling captains and
ot her whaling captains, | see they are not opposed to it.
They are not opposed to offshore. 1'mone of the whaling
captains. They want to nake sure that the governnent do
It the right way wth strongest regul ations. The
regul ations need to be stronger. There need to be sone
observers out there because we don't want to go through
that back in 19 early '80s again. | don't want to see
t hat happen. Why? Because of Hammer head.

Under oil/whal ers agreenent back in '86, before
that cane -- even cane alive, we had a lot of air and
vessel traffic for two seasons. Two seasons none of the
whal es were sited. Two seasons none of the whales were
| anded because of the low altitude of the aircraft and the
choppers that are being shuttled back and forth to the

drill ship. A lot of supply vessels going back and forth
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to West Dock is sonething that has caused all the whal es
to be skittish. They had to even travel further out, and
that's risking their crew nmenbers' |ives.

So anyway, |'m not opposed to offshore. | just
want to see that it is done in mninml environnentally
| ess inpact. And for us to do so, I'mgoing to ask you
that you go back to Washington, D.C. and tell the
Secretary that the Nuigsut whal ers have been |eft out on
this deferral line. |If that deferral |ine cannot be
granted, then it nust be chall enged by the community
because it is very inportant.

That Cross |Island has been there | ong before
t hese commerci al and Yankee whal ers have cane that far
north. M people were there subsisting on bowheads,
wal ruses. There are now sonme bowhead skulls starting to
subnerge -- energe on the north side of the island. Those
are the signs of the old whalers that have harvested those
whal es. None of us have harvested and | anded a whal e on
the north side of the island.

And we tal k about winter ice conditions because
it is -- we are out there during hurricane season. That's
anot her thing: There is always a weather factor
sonetines. But tonight | just want to nmake sure that our
people want to do it in a safer and environnental way.

And we are hoping that -- one oil conpany that
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doesn't listen to us is Shell. W are hoping that Shel
W || understand where we are comng from Shell is the
one that we have been always having a hard tinme. That's
their royal touch. They are from another country. And we
are not going to be stanpeded by them unl ess the federal
governnent gives them stronger stipulations. It is
sonet hi ng that we have gone through, and we don't want to
go through this again with that one conpany.

So anyway, | thought |I'd give a short comment,
concern after hearing fromny col |l eagues about a | ot of

certain issues that have been cone forward before you

f ol ks.
Thank you.

DR, JI M KENDALL: Thank you.

MS. DORA LEAVITT: Good ni ght.

DR JI M KENDALL: Anen.

MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA: For the record,
my name is Clarence. | think that's the end of it. Thank
you.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 10:11 p.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, MARY A. VAVRI K, RVR, Notary Public in and for
the State of Al aska do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before
nme at the tine and place herein set forth; that the
proceedi ngs were reported stenographically by ne and | ater
transcri bed under ny direction by conputer transcription;
that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedi ngs
taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a party to nor have
| any interest in the outcone of the action herein
cont ai ned.

| N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscri bed
nmny hand and affixed ny seal this _ day of

2011.

MARY A. VAVRI K,
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Notary Public for Al aska

My Conmm ssion Expires: Novenber 5, 2012
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2               (Blessing given by Marjorie Ahnupkana.)



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, good evening, and 



            4    welcome to the scoping meeting for a programmatic 



            5    environmental impact statement for the next offshore oil 



            6    and gas program.  My name's Jim Kendall.  I am the Acting 



            7    Regional Director for the Alaska Region, or we call it 



            8    BOEMRE, the Bureau of Ocean Energy.  We used to be MMS.  



            9              And we do have a translator with us tonight.  



           10    And since I talk fast, I'm going to try and slow down.  



           11    Okay?  



           12              Now, the reason why we're here is the Outer 



           13    Continental Shelf Lands Act -- should I slow down or -- 



           14    the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act requires that before 



           15    the Secretary of the Interior can make a decision to have 



           16    a lease sale, he has to have a five-year plan in effect.  



           17    The current five-year program ends in 2012.  It went from 



           18    2007 to 2012.  Now we are planning for the next five-year 



           19    plan, 2012 to 2017.  



           20              Now, because that's a major federal action, the 



           21    National Environmental Policy Act requires us to do an 



           22    environmental impact statement to look at the potential 



           23    impact from these sales.  Now, right now the areas of 



           24    potential interest -- and this is something very 



           25    different -- are Cook Inlet if there is any interest by 
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            1    industry, and then the Chukchi and the Beaufort.  



            2              Now, what makes this very different is that no 



            3    decisions have been made and no proposals have been made.  



            4    Is there going to be one sale in the Beaufort and one sale 



            5    in the Chukchi?  We don't know.  No decision has been 



            6    made.  It could be one or the other or it could be no 



            7    sales.  



            8              The decisionmaker is the Secretary of Interior.  



            9    And we have been sent to talk with you, listen to what 



           10    your concerns are, listen to what you believe the issues 



           11    that need to be addressed and to see what you think of 



           12    this.  We are here.  We are an open book.  We are here to 



           13    listen.  No decisions are made.  We will take your 



           14    information.  It will be put into the environmental impact 



           15    statement.  Your concerns will be recorded.  We have a 



           16    recorder, Mary here.  And that will go up to the 



           17    decisionmaker all the way to the Secretary, who then will 



           18    make these decisions, but no decisions have been made as 



           19    of now.  



           20              We have folks from all over the country here.  



           21    We're going as to start with -- 



           22               (Translation by Edward Nukapigak.)



           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  



           24    I'll try to speak slower.  I'm very bad at that.  Again, 



           25    we are here in a listening mode.  No decisions have been 
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            1    made.  There are no plans.  We want to hear what people 



            2    think.  We will take the information back.  We have a 



            3    recorder who is recording every word.  So we would also 



            4    ask that when you come up and you tell us what you think 



            5    and what you are worried about and your concerns, please 



            6    state your name so we have that for a sign of respect.  We 



            7    want to record the names.  We like one person to speak at 



            8    a time.  And I have associates here that will help to 



            9    answer any questions.  And now I need a favor.  



           10              I am very, very hard of hearing.  I am deaf in 



           11    my left ear, partial here [indicating], so I have to 



           12    really focus to listen.  So I'm going to sit right there 



           13    so I can listen, and I'm going to let Mr. Tim Holder sort 



           14    of run the meeting.  That way I can give undivided 



           15    attention to what is said.  This is very, very important.  



           16              (Translation.)



           17                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Okay.  Whoever would like 



           18    to speak.



           19                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Sir, before we give 



           20    our own testimony, could I ask your names.  



           21                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Oh, yeah, yeah.  



           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very good idea.  



           23                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Excuse us.  Excuse us.



           24                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  What position you 



           25    are with.  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'll start.  I'm Jim 



            2    Kendall.  I am the Acting Regional Director for the bureau 



            3    up here.  Up until January 1st, I was head of the 



            4    environmental program for the entire bureau out of 



            5    Washington.  I worked in the Gulf Region, Gulf of Mexico, 



            6    for 11 years.  I have been in headquarters 11 years, total 



            7    of 22 years, and I would oversee the assessment, the 



            8    analysis, and the science.  



            9              And our Secretary is very concerned and very 



           10    focused at making decisions based on the best science and 



           11    traditional knowledge.  So he said, Jim, since you are a 



           12    scientist and you work with folks and you know about using 



           13    science, I want you to go up there for a few months and 



           14    work with the team.  So this is a new day.  



           15              And then my colleague, Tim Holder, you are from 



           16    where?  



           17                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I am based in Washington, 



           18    D.C., and my job is to act as liaison between our 



           19    Washington, D.C. headquarters and our processes and events 



           20    going on with environmental issues in our Alaska office.  



           21    I always have to say that I lived 25 years in Alaska; 19 



           22    in Anchorage and six in Nome.  So I try to get as many 



           23    points as I can.  



           24                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I'm Michael Haller, and 



           25    I'm the Alaska Region community liaison, and I grew up in 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                         7







            1    Alaska.  So I'm happy to be here with you tonight.  Thank 



            2    you very much.  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Mary is our recorder, 



            4    and she's very busy, so I'm not going to bother her.  And 



            5    Mike.



            6                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  Yeah.  My name is Mike 



            7    Routhier.  I work in the Anchorage office, and I'm a NEPA 



            8    coordinator, which means that I help write the 



            9    environmental documents like EISes.



           10                    MR. STEVE TEXTORIS:  My name's Steve 



           11    Textoris.  I'm in the Washington, D.C. office and I'm the 



           12    Acting Leasing Division Chief.  I came to the Department 



           13    of Interior from the Environmental Protection Agency and 



           14    background in environmental consulting.



           15                    MR. ROB MCWHORTER:  My name is Rob 



           16    McWhorter.  I work for Argonne National Laboratory.  



           17    Argonne National Laboratory is helping BOEMRE with the 



           18    national environmental impact statement.  And I'm grateful 



           19    to be here, too.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you 



           21    for pointing that out.  I didn't mean to miss all my 



           22    folks.



           23                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  My name is Lois 



           24    Epstein.  I'm an engineer with the Wilderness Society in 



           25    Anchorage.  And it's a nonprofit, and I'm interested -- 
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            1                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Alaska Wilderness 



            2    Society?  



            3                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  The Wilderness -- it's 



            4    a national group.  And I'm here to listen to what 



            5    everybody has to say.  I'm not with the federal 



            6    government.



            7                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  You are not with 



            8    these groups?  



            9                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Right.  So I might 



           10    actually make a couple comments, too.  It's a national 



           11    conservation organization.  We support oil and gas in 



           12    Alaska done right without spills and in the right 



           13    locations.  I'll make some comments.  But not everywhere.  



           14              (Translation.)



           15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Okay.  Thank you.  So we 



           16    will just open up the floor here to comments.  If you are 



           17    going to speak in English, if you could step up to the 



           18    microphone and state your name so Mary can get that down 



           19    for the record.  And let's go from there.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I could start off 



           21    with saying what we have heard.  We have been to Kotzebue, 



           22    Barrow, Wainwright, correct?  And tomorrow we are going to 



           23    Kaktovik.  And the issues that we have heard that we are 



           24    already taking back are that some of the communities say 



           25    that before anything happens they want a seat at the 
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            1    table.  They want to be part of the process.  



            2              They are concerned about infrastructure.  Are 



            3    there enough assets up here and equipment to do it right?  



            4    There is concern it will not and should not and must not 



            5    interrupt subsistence at all.  We take that back.  Is the 



            6    technology available to clean up a spill if, heaven 



            7    forbid, there was a spill.  



            8              So those are the issues your colleagues and your 



            9    fellow citizens have mentioned in the last couple of days.  



           10    And those are the messages we are taking back.  And so we 



           11    are here to hear what you want to add to that group.  



           12              Don't be shy.  



           13              (Translation.)



           14                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Carl Brower, Nuiqsut 



           15    whaler.  We had folks like you that came by about less 



           16    than a year ago receiving testimony from this village.  



           17    And I ask them, in the EIS they had nothing -- nothing put 



           18    in the book about mitigation measures for offshore.  And 



           19    the reason I ask, I always ask them what mitigation 



           20    measures do you guys have for the whalers on whaling.  And 



           21    I brought that out.  And the only answer I got was Marine 



           22    Mammal Protection Act.  



           23              And I wonder what you guys are going to put in 



           24    the EIS on -- that's coming up on mitigation measures.  



           25              Thank you.  
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            1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, when we have a -- 



            2    you know, like when questions come up, I'll try my best to 



            3    answer the questions.  For this -- this stage of the 



            4    process of writing the EIS, it's to bring up concerns, and 



            5    then the next step of the process is to write the 



            6    environmental impact statement, draft environmental impact 



            7    statement, then go out for more meetings later on this 



            8    year.  And then in that, because this is a broad 



            9    programmatic EIS, I don't believe at that stage that we 



           10    put mitigation measures in there.  Jim?  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not at this stage.



           12                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  Right.  



           13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I don't believe so.  I 



           14    believe that the stipulations are brought in -- once you 



           15    have a five-year program and if there are lease sales in a 



           16    EIS and then you come to a lease sale EIS, that's when you 



           17    put in stipulations.  Okay.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  There is no 



           19    leasing plans right now.  This would describe for the 



           20    Secretary, this document, on the concerns should there be 



           21    a lease sale.  And then when they have lease sales, you 



           22    would have the documentation and then the mitigations and 



           23    stipulations.  This is at the very, very -- we are getting 



           24    everybody involved at the very beginning of the process.  



           25              So what I'm hearing from you, sir, Carl, is that 
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            1    you want strong mitigations to protect subsistence 



            2    whaling.



            3                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Yeah.  



            4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  And so that's an issue 



            5    that we will put in.  We will take that back and the 



            6    Secretary will see that.  To kind of backtrack on your 



            7    question, I think this may have been a meeting in November 



            8    and it was on a supplemental environmental impact 



            9    statement on some very narrow issues.  And that's why you 



           10    didn't see stipulations in there.  Stipulations were -- 



           11    and that was a supplemental EIS for the Chukchi 193 final 



           12    EIS.  And there are -- will be stipulations in that 



           13    environmental impact statement.  So it gets kind of 



           14    confusing because there is lots of documents and lots of 



           15    processes.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  But the important point 



           17    is mitigations to protect the whaling hunts, period.  



           18              (Translation.)



           19                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?



           20                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  For the record, 



           21    Isaak Nukapigak.  First I want to welcome you to our 



           22    community to hear, express of my fellow Inupiat people's 



           23    concern during the early process of the programmatic 



           24    environmental impact statement as the federal government 



           25    proceeds.  
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            1              A couple of things I want brought out time and 



            2    time again that prior during the past Administration that 



            3    we have expressed over and over about comments, including 



            4    utilization of traditional knowledge with science.  But -- 



            5    but in the past we have been ignored by the federal 



            6    government.  And even during the early process of these 



            7    lease sales in the Outer Continental Shelf -- I'm a 



            8    whaling captain, commissioner for Alaska Eskimo Whaling 



            9    Commission, one of the 11 communities that do subsistence 



           10    hunt under the IEWC system with -- including the NMFS 



           11    process of being -- AEWC being managed through the 



           12    management plan.  



           13              As the process of lease sale occur, when leases 



           14    are being acquired by the oil companies, we have been 



           15    trying to work so hard with the industry to accept a 



           16    Conflict Avoidance Agreement to make sure that our 



           17    subsistence whaling is not being disrupted by activity.  



           18    We have seen that happen in the past.  



           19              And I like the idea of what our western 



           20    neighbors say, that yes, I definitely believe that we 



           21    have -- that we need to be part of the process.  I'm in 



           22    agreement with the western villagers from Barrow saying 



           23    that we need to have a seat on the table.  I'm very much 



           24    in agreement with it.  



           25              Part of the revenue sharing of the leases.  
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            1    Alaska had -- all these years of lease Outer Continental 



            2    Shelf leases that Alaska hasn't received a dime because of 



            3    the policies that's been established in the past where 



            4    Louisiana and New Mexico is the one that benefit when 



            5    there is a sale occur.  So revenue sharing would be a big 



            6    example.  I'm not against oil and gas, but as long as it 



            7    can be done right.  Most environmental impact alternative 



            8    that is initiated -- we know what the nation needs for 



            9    national security, but it needs to be done right.  



           10              We need to pace -- we need to be paced on slow 



           11    pace and proper chains of regulation that need to be 



           12    initiated even at the federal level to mandate the 



           13    impact -- mandate of the mitigation measures that are 



           14    being implemented.  



           15              We all know that Shell got shot down recently by 



           16    the EPA appeal board because of the conditions.  The 



           17    Beaufort is our Guard of Eden that we want to protect.  



           18    Our whaling is very important.  Our diet is -- our 



           19    traditional diet is very important to us, living off the 



           20    land, living off the sea.  So we need protections.  Do it 



           21    right, you know, and be part of the process.  



           22              And I know you guys are in the early stage.  I 



           23    clap the Obama Administration is making the right choice 



           24    by -- with our Secretary of Interior that's going to be 



           25    the one that's going to make the decisions whether the 
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            1    next five years of Outer Continental Shelf, whether the 



            2    lease will occur or not.  But we need protections.  



            3              There is a lot of regulations and policies that 



            4    need to be changed within the federal level for our 



            5    protection.  They are too loose.  One good example would 



            6    be adopting the Norwegian standards in relation to oil and 



            7    gas of zero tolerance discharge.  You have industry that 



            8    are -- have buckets to transport all their waste instead 



            9    of -- right now the policy indicated very well that as 



           10    long as they are in compliance with the regulations, they 



           11    can't dispose their waste, the ballistic drilling muds and 



           12    so forth.  But I think by changing and adopting the new 



           13    standard would really help us out.  



           14              It is our Garden of Eden.  The fish that 



           15    migrate.  There is an abundance of Fish & Wildlife that we 



           16    depend on that we are trying to protect and -- trying to 



           17    protect -- and it will jeopardize our livelihood if none 



           18    of these policies and regulations are being -- of being 



           19    replaced with new type of standard policy.  I think by 



           20    having -- by having a seat on the table is a -- it's a 



           21    good step of being part of the process.  We need 



           22    protection.  



           23              Like I say, like I know you will hear more of 



           24    that from my fellow -- my local residents.  Time and time 



           25    again that we express our opinions that science and 
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            1    traditional knowledge work together, but they have been 



            2    ignored.  I'm glad that Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar 



            3    realized that and sent you guys up to hear and put 



            4    together information, you know, what the people feel.  I'm 



            5    glad for him that he's making the right choice in starting 



            6    the right new path of what's going to happen in the next 



            7    five years, as the -- as the lease sale planning is due to 



            8    expire and the new environmental impact statement be 



            9    written.  



           10              I mean, there is lots -- I've got lots of things 



           11    in my mind, but I'm just going to go ahead and give you 



           12    what I believe as a whaling captain.  We need protections.  



           13    I know I think I take too much of your time, but there is 



           14    other people that wants to express their thoughts.  



           15              Thank you.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  



           17    Thank you very much.  That's what we need to hear.  



           18                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I just wanted to 



           19    mention, any of you who want to write letters to us or any 



           20    detailed sort of offering written-wise, please do that.  



           21    We have a way and means for you to get that to us.  So if 



           22    you would please feel that you can -- not only in talking 



           23    with us tonight, but follow up with writing your ideas 



           24    down, as you were talking about Isaac.



           25                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Do you have a 
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            1    deadline on your comments?  



            2                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  We do.  March 31st.  We 



            3    will pass these around now.  



            4              (Translation.)



            5                    MR. FRANK MATUMEAK:  Frank Matumeak.  I'm 



            6    a subsistence user in Nuiqsut.  We have been giving our 



            7    testimonies for over 30 years for the same thing that you 



            8    have, and I'm wondering if you have studied any of this 



            9    testimonies that we have been giving to all the entities 



           10    that have been coming here to the village of Nuiqsut.  



           11              Now, I'm very concerned about our lifestyle 



           12    mainly because we depend on the oceans and our waters and 



           13    the rivers.  And this does not only include Alaska.  It 



           14    includes Canada, Greenland, Russia.  And this very current 



           15    that you are thinking about putting into production is 



           16    just endangering all of that -- all those people that uses 



           17    the same foods that we do.  And we all are in the same 



           18    environment.  And I'm glad you are having this meeting.  



           19              Now, my understanding is that you have these 



           20    five-, ten-year plans to do this.  I don't want to be a 



           21    part of a group that will threaten our people and our 



           22    livelihood.  I don't mind oil companies drilling on our 



           23    lands where -- on the land onshore where we can contain 



           24    anything.  Heck, look at that -- that Gulf of Mexico, man, 



           25    that really hurt a whole bunch of people.  And who is 
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            1    going to be accountable if something like that happens on 



            2    our oceans on the ice?  



            3              And we got no control over that ice.  Nobody 



            4    does.  No matter how many things you do or look at the way 



            5    you can correct that problem, it's never going to be 



            6    there.  And that's the power of the ice and the ocean.  



            7    And we live with it.  We understand it.  And -- 



            8              But I don't want to be a part of a group that is 



            9    making a ten-year plan, 20-year plan, whatever plan they 



           10    have that will endanger our livelihoods and our people.  



           11    But I do enjoy the service of sharing a little bit of 



           12    wealth from the oil companies when they do it right on 



           13    land.  But any time you get on the ocean, I'm very, 



           14    very -- I don't want to be a part of a group that is going 



           15    to be making plans to have a lease sale or anything 



           16    because that's really hurting our lifestyle.  



           17              Just like when you study history -- and you 



           18    always study history.  Look at the Black Hills, all that 



           19    gold taken away from the Indians because of that almighty 



           20    gold.  Now you are doing the same doggone thing out in the 



           21    ocean for the oil.  And that will disrupt our livelihoods 



           22    and our source of food, our mainstay.  



           23              Thank you.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



           25                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Please, don't be shy.  



            2                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Can I speak a couple 



            3    more?



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sure.  We are here until 



            5    9:45.  If there is time, you can come up and talk more.  



            6                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  I'm Dora Leavitt.  I'm 



            7    representing the City of Nuiqsut.  I'm the cultural 



            8    coordinator.  And we do a lot of commenting with industry.  



            9    There is a lot of people coming in proposing projects, and 



           10    yet we have such a short window of time to comment on such 



           11    a big thing like this.  We would like more time to review, 



           12    more time to -- to -- to, you know, for us to think about 



           13    what's going to be out there.  It's about time the federal 



           14    government came and start coming up with the beginning of 



           15    their process.  



           16              For years we have been expressing our concerns 



           17    over and over again.  This community is the most impacted 



           18    community in the North Slope.  We are the ones that are 



           19    living with the oil and the pipeline.  We are having to go 



           20    under it when we are out hunting.  And it's never ending, 



           21    these community hall, this never -- you know, besides 



           22    bingo, but there is so much that goes on with meetings, 



           23    and yet we have a short window to comment.  Thirty days is 



           24    not enough.  



           25              And my concerns about this -- the lease sale is 
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            1    that you guys are going to go ahead and sell the whole 



            2    thing, you know.  We need to take it slow.  When I look at 



            3    the Chukchi, they are protected.  Twenty-five miles of no 



            4    drill, no development, where the Beaufort Sea, we don't 



            5    have assurance.  We don't have a buffer zone to tell us 



            6    that we are protected from the development that's going to 



            7    go on.  I know this because there is so much oil over here 



            8    that our buffer zones were stripped.  McCovey, being only 



            9    four miles from Cross Island and Liberty and Northstar.  



           10    Now we have Sivulluk, who is going to be in the path of 



           11    our migration.  



           12              We would like to see more protection in the 



           13    permitting process.  We would like to be a part of your 



           14    permitting process.  And, you know, who is going to assure 



           15    us that when the oil is gone, that we are going to be able 



           16    to hunt out there, my grandkids, my son?  You know, when 



           17    all -- thirty years is going to come and it's -- you know, 



           18    we see that with Alpine development.  It's already 



           19    declining.  Now they are going to look for more and to tap 



           20    into more pipeline to the west of us.  



           21              With offshore development, we don't have any -- 



           22    we don't have any revenue sharing.  I'd like to see more 



           23    stipulations, more mitigation in place.  



           24              When the developers come, the people that have 



           25    bought the lease sale, you know, they have a short window.  
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            1    They say they are going to come, like, in July and then 



            2    they are going to be 100 miles out.  In July the shores -- 



            3    the -- the ice is still close to the -- the shoreline, 



            4    seven miles.  How are they going to be 100 miles out?  



            5    When they start to make their way to the Beaufort Sea from 



            6    the south with the winds and the weather, they are going 



            7    to be forced to come closer and come in through the 



            8    barrier islands or just north of the barrier islands to 



            9    get to their prospect.  



           10              These are some of the things that they put on 



           11    paper and say, yeah, we are going to do it this way.  We 



           12    will be 100 miles out when we get to wherever so we won't 



           13    disturb the hunters and the marine mammals.  And I was -- 



           14    when I read that, I was, like, you know what, our ice -- 



           15    the pack ice is still really close in July.  



           16              And then they have a month to drill.  Like for 



           17    the Sivulluk project, they will come in July, they will 



           18    drill at Sivulluk until August 25 and pull out.  Where are 



           19    they going to pull out to?  To the shore?  Is it the day, 



           20    the last day going to be the 25th?  Because when our 



           21    whalers go out there, they are going 97 miles to get to 



           22    our whaling camp.  When we go out seal hunting, we go far.  



           23              Our ocean is not just like Barrow where it's 



           24    just right across the street, you know.  It's right there 



           25    when they do their seal hunting.  Us, we have to go 14 
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            1    miles to the river and another seven to 20 miles to the 



            2    ice pack, you know.  And they have a buffer zone.  We 



            3    don't.  I'd like to see an assurance -- I'd like to see a 



            4    buffer zone for the Beaufort Sea and to tell me that we 



            5    are going to be assured that we are going to be able to 



            6    hunt when this oil is extracted and they plug the wells.  



            7              We would like for you guys to come back and 



            8    consult with us.  I know that when, you know, you guys do 



            9    the lease sales, you guys profit the money.  Are you guys 



           10    willing to send someone here to, you know, work with us; 



           11    employ somebody that will be -- that has a technical 



           12    technology reading of all these EIS and whatever?  We 



           13    don't have anybody here that -- like that.  We are 



           14    training at that.  We have made that recommendation to EPA 



           15    and other agencies that -- you know, to the State.  I'd 



           16    like to see one in place with -- under the federal 



           17    government when these lease sales happen.  Don't just take 



           18    the money back to Washington, D.C.  You know, it's about 



           19    time the federal government spent some of that money in 



           20    these villages that are impacted the most.  



           21              And come again because I'm sure you are going to 



           22    hear a lot more.  We would like more window open so we 



           23    have more time to comment and more time to grasp what goes 



           24    on the EIS.  



           25              Thank you.  
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            1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.  I have a 



            2    question.  We have heard this before that Nuiqsut -- or I 



            3    should say before today when we had meetings today with 



            4    the Native Village of Nuiqsut, that they would like a 



            5    buffer.  Could you say -- and Cross Island is the camp 



            6    that's where you set off from.  



            7                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  That's our whaling 



            8    camp.  



            9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Would it be a buffer 



           10    around Cross Island?



           11                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  That and the mouth of 



           12    our river.



           13                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  To answer your 



           14    question, in the past that we have asked for a buffer to 



           15    protect our subsistence whaling ground of Cross Island.  



           16    We had asked a 20-mile perimeter, asked Cross Island, 



           17    being the central location for the 20-mile perimeter for 



           18    our protection.  And like she got most of my word what 



           19    else -- that's what was in my mind.  



           20              The benefits that go to the western villages 



           21    from Point Barrow all the way to Point Hope, it's not 



           22    right for us to deal with where they have a buffer that's 



           23    been implemented by former MMS of 20-mile restriction of 



           24    no occupancy or no activity from the coastline to 25 miles 



           25    from the coastline.  There is restrictions that you can't 
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            1    do any sort of activity.  And here all these years that we 



            2    have been asking for a buffer zone, a buffer to -- that 



            3    would protect our whaling, our whaling, subsistence 



            4    whaling ground.  It's a very important area.  



            5              Like what Dora say, it's in the path of the 



            6    migration of the bowhead whale.  The Camden Bay is a very 



            7    important resting, feeding area for the bowhead when there 



            8    is a storm.  And there is recommendation being proven by 



            9    NOAA where the proposed Shell's prospects, Sivulluk 



           10    prospect, and it's only 40 miles east of our whaling -- 



           11    our whaling ground.  It's right in the path of the bowhead 



           12    whale.  



           13              We need -- like I say, we need protection.  We 



           14    need restrictions.  We need enforceable policy that needs 



           15    to be changed within the federal level.  All these years 



           16    we have been expressing our concern.  Now, utilization of 



           17    our traditional knowledge always been ignored.  And we 



           18    need those protections.  



           19              It seems to be that the federal government was 



           20    more in favor of our eastern neighbors than the western -- 



           21    the western district than us because it is known that the 



           22    natural resource -- it's been acknowledged that the whales 



           23    is within that trend.  The Barrow are a trend, but we need 



           24    protection.  We need noise buffer.  We need to have that 



           25    protection of our whaling ground.  
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            1              The rest of the community of the 11 whaling 



            2    communities, people will be able to go hunt, come back to 



            3    their home place, relax.  Nuiqsut has to travel 93 miles 



            4    to our whaling ground on one of the barrier islands, Cross 



            5    Island, and have to be out there until we meet our quota.  



            6    In times when Mother Nature don't cooperate, we need to be 



            7    out there longer.  



            8                    At one point I remember us being out there 



            9    for seven weeks and didn't met our quota system because of 



           10    activities and the weather prediction where our 



           11    subsistence hunt and the whales were disrupted because of 



           12    this heavily activity going on in the Beaufort.  We had to 



           13    go 30 miles north.  That's where we finally were able to 



           14    see whales because there was so much activity east of 



           15    Cross Island.  



           16              And that time we had no choice because a whale 



           17    was got 35 miles north of Cross Island because of the 



           18    safety.  These small boats that we go out in to harvest, 



           19    weather prediction got bad on us.  We had no choice but to 



           20    let go of the whale even though we didn't want to.  And 



           21    that year was so harsh because we didn't meet our quota.  



           22    And it was very noticeable in this community.  There was 



           23    no whale meat for the community.  There was no whale meat 



           24    stored in our cellars.  People were hurting.  Very limited 



           25    stocks of -- for our nutritional diet.  That's the way 
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            1    we -- 



            2              Like I said earlier, we need to sit at the 



            3    table.  We need to be part of the process.  We are in the 



            4    early stage.  And the final process on the environmental 



            5    impact statement.  



            6              I've got so much stuff, but I want to give other 



            7    folks an opportunity, but everything seems to be coming up 



            8    and we need -- like I say, we need protection.  And I 



            9    think that the federal government needs to lift up.  We 



           10    are part of the -- we are part of America.  Folks in the 



           11    Lower 48 don't see the impact.  They don't know what type 



           12    of livelihood that is for us -- is for us Eskimos go 



           13    through while everybody is benefitting out of it.  



           14              When the price of oil goes up, people scream, 



           15    say it's too high on the national level.  And here we are 



           16    only just very short miles away from an oil field, still 



           17    paying the high cost of living.  And at one point we paid 



           18    almost nine bucks a gallon just to keep our -- just trying 



           19    to survive, trying to keep our house warm from freezing 



           20    up.  



           21              That's why -- I mean, that's why we need 



           22    these -- policies need to be change maybe on the federal 



           23    level.  Time and time again you are going to hear that 



           24    from me.  There is too much loose cracks that fell through 



           25    the cracks of these policies.  There is nobody in the 
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            1    federal level are monitoring.  All the years you issue 



            2    sales but not be able to enforce your policy.  There is 



            3    nobody watching them out there, not from the federal 



            4    level.  The only thing you believe is what paper trails 



            5    that are being submitted, a written report.  



            6              We know that oil companies lie.  They are only 



            7    here for one business, to be profitable.  I've seen that 



            8    stuff during my livelihood.  Time to change, and the 



            9    federal government needs to live up to its obligation to 



           10    enforce and change the policies.  It can be where 



           11    everybody can benefit.  We haven't seen a dime ever since 



           12    sales had occurred back from lease sale 171 and on.  



           13              We need to share some of that sharing, the 



           14    revenue sharing.  That's one thing that needs to be 



           15    changed.  It's very important.  We need to be part of the 



           16    process and share the benefits.  Not folks that are living 



           17    down in the Lower 48 where they are living in luxury and 



           18    not seeing the impact or having to deal with impact.  



           19              Thank you.



           20                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Can I go up one more?  



           21    I forgot.  Dora Leavitt once again.  I forgot to talk 



           22    about the social impacts that is heavy upon this village 



           23    that everybody ignores because of the price, maybe.  This 



           24    community is impacted.  The oil companies give us 50,000 a 



           25    year to fight over for subsistence mitigation.  That is 
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            1    not enough for 400-some people.  Twenty gallons per 40 



            2    households for the subsistence hunters is not enough.  



            3    That's really bring a toll on the city that is dispersing 



            4    these funds.  



            5              We get a lot of crap from the community, you 



            6    know, but it's something that the industry does just to, 



            7    you know, make it look good on paper so that you think, 



            8    oh, yeah, they are being mitigated.  That's okay.  That's 



            9    not enough.  This 50,000 a year is not enough.  This 



           10    community is 80, 90 percent subsistence household hunters.  



           11    And when we are given this small mitigation fund to fight 



           12    over -- and to me that is a social impact that is brought 



           13    to our leaders to this community for our subsistence 



           14    hunters to fight over.  



           15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Dora, question:  Could 



           16    you explain for the record what that subsistence fund is 



           17    and what you think it should change to?



           18                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  That subsistence 



           19    mitigation fund was given -- like we have one from Pioneer 



           20    as a mitigation for subsistence hunters because in the 



           21    past the subsistence hunters saying they are having to go 



           22    further out to hunt their games.  So that they thought 



           23    maybe that mitigation fund was enough.  



           24              With -- with the price, you know, the economy 



           25    going up, everything going up, the price of gas is up, you 
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            1    know, 20 gallons is not enough for our subsistence 



            2    hunters.  They go out.  Like Isaac said, we go out.  We go 



            3    out so many miles to go to the ocean to go hunt our seals.  



            4    We are not always successful, so we go again when the 



            5    weather permits us.  



            6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  But is that for offshore 



            7    hunting or for --



            8                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  That's for wherever 



            9    hunting.  We are allowed six vouchers per household.  Not 



           10    every household gets them.  There is a lot of people that 



           11    are left out every month, and you know, the --



           12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  But it also applies to 



           13    onshore hunting.



           14                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  It applies to wherever 



           15    hunting, onshore, offshore.  It's just subsistence 



           16    hunting.  We have a calendar.  You know, when there is 



           17    caribou, we go after caribou.  When it's fishing time, we 



           18    do our fishing.  It's not just the one-day fishing when we 



           19    are fishing out there when we have nets under the ice.  



           20                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  The reason we are asking 



           21    is we have not heard of this in relation to activities on 



           22    the Outer Continental Shelf, so it must be from Pioneer 



           23    who is doing things at, say, Alpine?  



           24                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  No.  That's the 



           25    development that's going on just at the mouth of the 
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            1    Colville River by Natchiq Pioneer Resource on the Oooguruk 



            2    project. 



            3                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Offshore 



            4    approximately four miles north of -- at the mouth of 



            5    Colville River.  



            6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  It's in State waters?  



            7                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Yeah.  



            8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There we go.



            9                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  But still, you know, 



           10    the -- my point is that these mitigations are not enough 



           11    to -- for the whole village.  



           12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Okay.



           13                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Social impact is 



           14    ignored.  Our community has been really impacted since 



           15    development happened with Alpine.  When we came -- you see 



           16    this picture.  This is 1973, this throw that was made.  



           17    When we came, there was no pipeline, there was no -- we 



           18    never knew about oil and gas.  One community gathering 



           19    every day.  Meetings have taken the place of our 



           20    inspiration, our potlucks, our gatherings.  There is a lot 



           21    of bickering and fighting on the VHF.  That's social 



           22    impact, everybody not for development.  It's a -- you 



           23    know, it's a split.  



           24              We know that the -- you know, the -- the U.S. is 



           25    in need for oil.  We know that.  I drive a truck myself.  
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            1    I use some of that oil.  But I'm asking them to do it 



            2    right and because we are going to be here.  We are still 



            3    going to be here when this oil runs out.  There needs to 



            4    be other sources that are looked into.  The wind, the 



            5    solar, something other than destructing our -- our 



            6    livelihood.  



            7              There is health assessments that needs to take 



            8    place.  For the past ten years this community has had a 



            9    cancer patient die every year for the past ten years.  



           10    Where is it coming from?  There is no health assessment of 



           11    why our people are dying of cancer.  And it's been -- it's 



           12    been ten years straight, boom, boom, boom.  Our Elders are 



           13    getting sick with cancer, people that don't smoke, people, 



           14    whatever, you know, one after the other.  



           15              And these are some of the things that the 



           16    agencies ignore.  For so many years we have voiced these 



           17    out.  It's time to -- they have studied the waters.  They 



           18    have studied -- they've spent so much money on studying 



           19    the marine mammals, and yet they don't come and study who 



           20    the people are, how they are impacted, what can you do 



           21    when people -- you know, there is no rehabilitation center 



           22    on the North Slope for this kind of stuff.  



           23              Let's get real.  Let's get real and let's put 



           24    the money back where the impact is.  That's all I'm 



           25    saying.  Thank you.  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



            2                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.  



            3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?  



            4                    MR. ERIC LEAVITT:  My name is Eric 



            5    Leavitt.  I'm a subsistence hunter/whaler in the Village 



            6    of Nuiqsut.  I just want to comment on the OCS, the Outer 



            7    Continental Shelf.  It's a really touchy subject.  If 



            8    another lease sales go on, for instance, if a big player 



            9    buys a plot of land on the OCS part where the whales are 



           10    migrating and they strike oil and they have a blow out, 



           11    that's going to affect our whaling.  The whales are going 



           12    to go through that path.  They are going to get all oiled 



           13    up and they are going to die, and we are going to die with 



           14    them.  



           15              I just want to say that they should not do the 



           16    OCS and move to, like, onshore where it can be -- if there 



           17    is an oil spill onshore, it can be picked up, at least 90 



           18    percent of it, whereas offshore you never know how much 



           19    you can get; maybe, if you are lucky, 40 percent due to 



           20    the currents and the ice.  So I'm just saying no offshore 



           21    due to the protection of our whaling because it's been 



           22    going on for thousands of years.  



           23              Also the mitigation measures for whaling, my 



           24    personal opinion on mitigation measures, there is no 



           25    dollar sign.  There is not enough money in the federal 
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            1    government to cover our way of life.  If the whales are 



            2    gone, what are they going to do?  Clone whales or what?  



            3    It's just -- I don't think there is a mitigation 



            4    measurement for our way of life.  It's just there and it 



            5    needs to be protected.  



            6              Thank you.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



            8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?  



            9                    MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA:  I'm Clarence 



           10    Ahnupkana.  And it's not just the whale.  It's not just 



           11    the whale migration.  Plus it's the fish, the fish we eat, 



           12    the whitefish and Arctic cisco.  They are traveling east 



           13    -- east by each river, so I want you to know before you 



           14    start -- before you start drilling, fish migration come 



           15    northeast, migrating southwest, whitefish, Arctic cisco.  



           16    Plus caribou migrate from northeast heading southwest.  We 



           17    eat caribou meat.  So I want you to know this ahead of 



           18    time.  



           19              I eat whale.  I eat muktuk.  That's my favorite 



           20    food, plus whitefish, caribou, even ducks or geese or seal 



           21    or bearded seal.  Those are more important food we eat.  I 



           22    get real hungry real easy when I have chicken, fried 



           23    chicken or chicken soup.  That's not enough.  When I eat 



           24    whale meat and fish, I feel more much comfortable after I 



           25    grow up with Native food.  
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            1              Thank you.  



            2                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you very much.  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



            4                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  We have an Elder 



            5    here that's got some questions.  



            6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Do you need to take time 



            7    to translate?



            8                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  She have hard 



            9    time -- sometimes hard time standing.  Her name is 



           10    Marjorie Ahnupkana.



           11                    MS. MARJORIE AHNUPKANA:  My name is 



           12    Marjorie Ahnupkana.  



           13              (Translated by Edward Nukapigak.) 



           14              Assuming that OCS and the Secretary decides to 



           15    go ahead and open the lease, what are the distance from 



           16    the shoreline that they have?  Are we looking at just one 



           17    drill rig, or is there going to be more than one drill 



           18    rig?  And if so, has the OCS -- they studied the condition 



           19    of the current, the ice?  And what's going to happen if 



           20    there is a blowout out there?  



           21              Does the new management that is here tonight 



           22    that are not of the past MMS -- she wants to know that you 



           23    folks are new.  And the concern that she has is the 



           24    distance from the shoreline, if there is an exploration 



           25    out there, there is a development phase, protection phase, 
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            1    how many more drill rigs are going to be out there and how 



            2    many miles are it going to be out in the ocean.  



            3              Sivulluk is only 12 miles from Flaxman Island.  



            4    So what more are you heading -- are they heading further 



            5    out towards the North Pole?  Is that the distance that the 



            6    federal government is planning to open the federal waters?  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Those are all good 



            8    questions, but nothing has been decided.  There was talk 



            9    of a buffer zone, how in the west they have the 25-mile 



           10    buffer, and you don't have that in the east.  There is a 



           11    recommendation that there should be a buffer zone and 



           12    there should be a buffer zone around Cross Island.  Well, 



           13    this is a new plan, a new day.  There are no plans.  We 



           14    don't know.  We are here for you to tell us the way it 



           15    should be.  And we can take that back.                  



           16               (Translation.)



           17                    MS. MARJORIE AHNUPKANA:  We all know that 



           18    we have been from meeting to meetings, and every meeting 



           19    we mention about bowhead whales.  There are other marine 



           20    mammals that are out there that have not been mentioned or 



           21    have not been talked about.  The mammals migrate during 



           22    springtime eastward, and they summer in Canadian waters 



           23    and Alaskan waters.  And the species that we talk about 



           24    are not just bowhead whales.  We are talking about 



           25    walruses, bearded seals, seals and the other mammal 
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            1    species that we may have seen or may not have seen that 



            2    are under -- beneath the ocean.  And they summer in that 



            3    area.  



            4              And if they are to be out there to drill, if the 



            5    federal government decides to open the Outer Continental 



            6    Shelf, do you know the condition of the currents?  Does 



            7    any of you have studied any of these currents, how the 



            8    current shifts and how the ice forms?  And if there is a 



            9    major blowout, how are you going to approach those in 



           10    those icy conditions?  



           11              People have talked in the past, especially the 



           12    ones that have left us, that the currents are pretty 



           13    strong out there, a current an icebreaker cannot even 



           14    control, assuming that there is one there by an 



           15    infrastructure that's always been in place.  



           16              And the biggest concern is how are you going to 



           17    clean up if there is a major blowout during ice 



           18    conditions.  What are the chances of cleaning up any major 



           19    spills?  Because I, for one -- we are not just talking 



           20    about one drill rig.  We are not just talking about one 



           21    lease tract.  There will be multiple lease tracts out 



           22    there.  There will be more than one infrastructure out 



           23    there.  And what kind of changes are there going to be to 



           24    the environment, to the ocean and the species?  



           25              So every meetings that I come to -- I have been 
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            1    coming to these meetings in the past, and every meeting I 



            2    hear my colleagues talk of one species, bowhead whale.  I 



            3    just want to confirm some of these issues, that there are 



            4    more species out there that I know of because it is where 



            5    I have grew up in my surrounding.  



            6              So she's going to speak some more.  



            7              We have meetings in the past with oil companies, 



            8    and sometimes they always trying to weaken the community.  



            9    And we have spoken so much in the past about the ocean, 



           10    the environment of the ocean, how much impact and how much 



           11    we have spoken of certain species of mammals out there.



           12              The oil companies wants to be out there to 



           13    explore and extract oil and gas, but sometimes we have to 



           14    have meetings, community meetings in order to be prepared 



           15    for some sort of a major meeting that might come.  You 



           16    folks came and wanted to hear from this community in 



           17    regards to the Beaufort Sea that we depend on.  



           18              I think there are times that she mentioned about 



           19    having a community meeting with a group of people before 



           20    we can have -- before you folks or any other agencies that 



           21    come to this village and hold meetings so that way that we 



           22    will be prepared to give comments, concerns, may ask 



           23    questions.  



           24              And I, for one, I still feel that it is very 



           25    vulnerable right now to -- to talk about our ocean in 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        37







            1    opening for lease.  She wants to see more thorough 



            2    studies.  Her strong concerns are the ice conditions.  The 



            3    currents still needs to be studied.  No one knows what the 



            4    conditions are out there.  You may have it on your -- on 



            5    your black and white data information, but that data 



            6    information might change because we never know what Mother 



            7    Nature can do.  



            8              So that was her -- her concerns, her comments 



            9    and her questions.  



           10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank her for us.  Thank 



           12    you, Marjorie.  Very good comments, very good questions.  



           13              (Translated.)



           14                    MR. GEORGE SIELAK:  For the record, my 



           15    name is George Sielak, ex-whaling crew member and 



           16    subsistence user.  We must have testimonies probably 



           17    thicker than the Library of Congress.  Where are all those 



           18    testimonies?  I think by this time, this new panel that is 



           19    formed by Obama, you should have a master EIS by now.  



           20    Where is all our testimonies?  For 37 years I have lived 



           21    here, all those testimonies that should be used for this 



           22    day of development out in the offshore, where are those 



           23    comments?  



           24              I mean, I know by now it's more close to all the 



           25    testimonies that we have brought to this day.  Every year 
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            1    for 30-some, almost 40 years, I mean, you have nothing to 



            2    show for it today.  I mean, there is nothing to read.  I 



            3    mean, it's just kind of disappointing sometimes to see 



            4    this type of meeting in our communities.  



            5              And I want to share a little of Isaac's 



            6    concerns.  I know we have talked about these, and I'm sure 



            7    you guys probably haven't heard about them.  Even though 



            8    you are a new panel and senior leaders or senior listeners 



            9    to the federal government, I mean, we have talked about 



           10    these issues.  Stricter standard operating procedures, 



           11    stricter regulations for under the Clean Air Act to get 



           12    stricter, under the air pollution Act.  I mean, you have 



           13    people living out here up here.  



           14              We have seen a lot of change up here when we 



           15    look at a Deadhorse, Kuparuk, the offshore islands.  I 



           16    mean, this is our last shot here.  How long more time are 



           17    we going to wait?  I mean, this is just a normal come to 



           18    the town and listen and write and -- I mean, where is all 



           19    the master testimonies?  The master EIS you should have by 



           20    now because there is almost a development going on out 



           21    there.  I mean, you should have that book before you to 



           22    present to our people.  Here are all our testimonies.  



           23    Where are they?  I mean, it is like our bible for this 



           24    community.  



           25              I mean, for so many years the whole ocean you 
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            1    see out there is our hunting ground.  It provides us, our 



            2    community, provides the food that we eat from out there.  



            3              And also one concern I want to bring out, the 



            4    ability to clean up an oil spill.  From the experiences 



            5    they have at the Gulf of the Deep Horizon cleanup, like 



            6    Isaac say, they should be more strict monitoring, a 



            7    monitoring program; not only the paperwork process that's 



            8    out there you approve and let it go, oh, it passes 



            9    regulations, it's safe -- I mean, it's minimum.  It will 



           10    be okay.  There should be someone out there personally.  



           11    Agencies that we have talked about should be out there 



           12    monitoring the program on site.  And on top of that, other 



           13    agencies should be monitoring the agencies that are out 



           14    there.  



           15              And it's just, you know, going back to square 



           16    one here.  I mean, we know development is coming because 



           17    of the offshore development.  We all know it's coming, but 



           18    most of all the people up here on the North Slope have -- 



           19    that did not approve the offshore drilling.  But like most 



           20    of our people here in this community, we would rather see 



           21    nearshore or onshore development, other than -- 



           22              And during our -- the lifestyle, the -- the 



           23    animals that we have in our ocean, which is our food to 



           24    the table.  Even though you don't see it, it's in the 



           25    ocean.  It's in the water.  I mean, there is a lot of food 
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            1    we eat that comes from the ocean.  



            2              And I wish that they could get away from 



            3    offshore and start thinking seriously on drilling, 



            4    drilling on land and make it more safer and less -- less 



            5    battling for everybody.  



            6              Thank you.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



            8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.  The one thing 



            9    I'll say about the extensive testimony going back into the 



           10    1970s was a few years ago our office did collect testimony 



           11    from Nuiqsut and all the coastal communities and put it 



           12    into a compendium.  As far as I know, that hasn't been 



           13    kept up to date, but at least we can take it from that 



           14    point and bring it forward because we certainly have those 



           15    records.  And that might be something to put together and 



           16    at least have it as a reference document.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be a good 



           18    idea.



           19                    MR. GEORGE SIELAK:  That is a thing I 



           20    think we need to see, this community need to see.  I mean, 



           21    for so many years we would like to see that put into the 



           22    master plan EIS for this offshore development.  



           23                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  So at a least we have got 



           24    a substantial part of that, and we just need to bring it 



           25    up to date.
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            1                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  My question is when 



            2    Obama leaves the Administration, are you still going to 



            3    be, you know -- is there going to be another new face that 



            4    we are going to see?  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You mean for here?  



            6                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  From right here.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are career.  We are 



            8    not political.  



            9                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  I know, but you know, 



           10    it --



           11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Are you asking what would 



           12    happen to a plan?



           13                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  What would happen to 



           14    the plan when you get new -- a new President and say 



           15    she -- Sarah Palin is for development.  



           16                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Don't talk about 



           17    Sarah.  Witch.



           18                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  But that's what we face 



           19    all the time.  



           20                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  She don't care about 



           21    Alaskans.



           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, if we have a 



           23    five-year plan, it's a five-year plan.  The five-year plan 



           24    we are in now started with the previous Administration.  



           25    And what had happened is toward the end of this five-year 
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            1    plan -- 



            2                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  They didn't come to us 



            3    like you are doing now.  You are doing this different with 



            4    the new Administration with Obama.  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I didn't want to say too 



            6    much about myself, but when I was brought up here for a 



            7    few months, the director said, I want you to come up 



            8    there, and I said, why, why me?  He said, because you are 



            9    a scientist.  You listen well.  Because I have a hearing 



           10    problem, so I have to focus listening.  I am a scientist.  



           11    I've done a lot of the science.  



           12              And so this Administration is very big on making 



           13    decisions based on the best science, which includes 



           14    traditional knowledge.  And so you are seeing the result 



           15    of sort of a new way of doing business.  You mentioned 



           16    this is the very beginning.  We don't have anything to 



           17    bring with us for this effort because nothing has been 



           18    written yet.  The EIS is not written.  



           19              And we have the testimonies that Tim brought 



           20    out, but since this is the very, very beginning, we are 



           21    coming to the communities first.  And so we want to make 



           22    sure that before we put pen to paper -- and Rob back there 



           23    is going to be one of the folks that helps us put pen to 



           24    paper -- that we have this testimony starting from 



           25    scratch.
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            1                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Are you going to be 



            2    implementing the old testimonies of our Elders that have 



            3    passed on on some of these EIS because they have talked 



            4    about these testimonies from a long time ago, and they -- 



            5    a lot of traditional knowledge that they gave the old 



            6    Administration and the old MMS people.  



            7                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Right.  I think that's a 



            8    really good idea, and we need to make sure that that 



            9    testimony is not overlooked.  And so by virtue of getting 



           10    this into the record now, this will cue us up to -- 



           11                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I'm glad John Goll 



           12    is no longer the Alaskan Region Director.  That guy was 



           13    pro-development, never listened, didn't want to hear no 



           14    traditional knowledge, said hey, I don't want to hear your 



           15    problems.  That's the kind of guy he was.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Understood.  Understood.  



           17    Before I left in January to come up here, I asked the 



           18    director, Bromwich if I could come to all these meetings.  



           19    He said, of course you need to be there.  And I guess the 



           20    previous regional director didn't come to these meetings.  



           21    Well, I'm here now.



           22                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  That guy was just 



           23    sitting there sending his little lieutenants out so he 



           24    didn't get beat up.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  He should have came up.  
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            1    He would have learned so much.  



            2                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Carl Brower, for the 



            3    record.  Nuiqsut whaler.  Also hearing everybody on 



            4    protection from the -- on the oil industrial side, what 



            5    about the protection from all the other folks that are 



            6    going to be out there, like the fisheries and the barges 



            7    that are going back and forth from east to west?  What 



            8    protection is there going to be on the EIS?  Thank you.  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very good comment.  When 



           10    we met with the mayor today, that same issue came up that 



           11    all of these other countries are sending all this shipping 



           12    and it's going through the Bering Strait and it's coming 



           13    up here.  That's a serious issue.  And Tim, you have been 



           14    involved in some of this.



           15                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I'm glad he brought 



           16    that up because we know -- 



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You see it.



           18                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  It's going to happen 



           19    sooner than later.  The gateway through North America.  



           20    That's going to happen.  The shortest access to 



           21    transportation.  Marine highway, that's going to happen.  



           22    We know this.  The Coast Guard needs to be out there more.  



           23                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Right.  The -- as you all 



           24    know, everybody knows the receding polar ice cap is 



           25    opening up more opportunity for more shipping of all 
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            1    kinds, not just oil and gas, but commercial shipping, 



            2    cruise ships, all these kinds of shipping.  And part of my 



            3    job down in Washington, D.C. is to participate in 



            4    committees of various federal agencies dealing with the 



            5    Arctic.  And some of those deal with shipping.  And the -- 



            6    there is a great concern about lack of infrastructure for 



            7    safe harbors, for Coast Guard presence.  Everybody knows 



            8    there is just way not enough.  And so those -- those 



            9    issues have been brought up.  



           10              The issues about conflicts with hunting -- all 



           11    that kind of shipping with hunting is somewhat recognized, 



           12    but I don't think it's recognized well enough.  There is 



           13    an organization that's part of the United Nations, the 



           14    International Maritime Organization, and they have the 



           15    ability to regulate and set sea channels for shipping and 



           16    marine traffic, and if we can work to figure out where to 



           17    set those shipping lanes best, we can get those 



           18    recommendations through our U.S. Coast Guard who 



           19    represents the U.S. government at this International 



           20    Maritime Organization.  



           21              And I'm going to kind of put that on my list of 



           22    things to do, and hopefully we will try to work some 



           23    things out there; even though it's not our agency's 



           24    responsibility to do all that, but I think we can -- we 



           25    are up here, we are hearing your testimony and concerns, 
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            1    and we can facilitate that, I think.  



            2                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Carl, could you give Ed 



            3    just a minute to share that with Marjorie, please?  



            4              (Translation.)



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very good comments.  



            6    Thank you.



            7                    MR. CARL BROWER:  The reason I ask because 



            8    this village experienced impact from other vessels during 



            9    our whaling season and almost cost our quota to be only 



           10    taken by half.  As a whaling captain, it's our 



           11    responsibility to take the whale home to feed our 



           12    community to last through the year.  And to get impacted 



           13    and not receiving the whole quota is very disturbing.  



           14    Thank you.  



           15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.  Thank you.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  That came up at 



           17    our meeting today as very important.  How do you have the 



           18    transportation and the shipping not impact subsistence and 



           19    whaling.  So that -- thank you.  Good comments.



           20                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Because they are 



           21    assessing each household that's been done here, I do 



           22    believe, through the North Slope Borough Wildlife 



           23    Management or through one of the organizations that did 



           24    survey of the consumption used by each, not household, but 



           25    by each individual per in the household of the consumption 
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            1    and use of marine mammals, of wildlife, the fish, of how 



            2    much average of nearly a thousand pounds per person.  And 



            3    composed of 30 percent of marine mammals, which is whales, 



            4    seals, you name it, the marine mammals that we use.  



            5    Another 30 percent is the fish.  The fish is the migrating 



            6    fish that comes in from the ocean.  



            7              It is noted of 28 species of fish that comes 



            8    over winter and have them -- and half of those fishes 



            9    winter in the Colville River.  Like the Arctic cisco is a 



           10    migration fish that spawn from the MacKenzie that has been 



           11    pushed through the current until they are three-, 



           12    four-year-old.  By that time they are in our river system.  



           13    But there is fishes that comes in the river.  That's why 



           14    we are worried what will happen.  



           15              These are some of the diets, our customary diet 



           16    that we depend on, not just whales, but whales are one of 



           17    the main species that we really depend on, and it's been 



           18    known over 10,000 years, known that we have been whaling.  



           19    It's been passed down from generation to generation.  



           20              My brothers and I came from a big whaling 



           21    family.  As a matter of fact, came from a real subsistence 



           22    economic.  Our parents are gone now.  Had raised 12 -- 12 



           23    children with no cash economic.  It's been all 



           24    subsistence, living off the land, living off the sea.  And 



           25    we are -- and they are gone now.  And now it's our 
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            1    responsibility to continue keeping the tradition alive, 



            2    and we are passing it on to our kids.  That's how the 



            3    chain -- the chain of -- the chain link occurs.  When we 



            4    are gone, they will still be here, even when the oil is 



            5    gone, been extracted out.  



            6              But it needs to be done the right way.  Change 



            7    in policies, being on the table, sharing the benefit, the 



            8    revenue benefits because everything is so high, cost of 



            9    living, so expensive.  Everything that's transported here 



           10    has a markup, 115 percent markup from the retail price.  



           11    Not all of you have gone to our store today and look 



           12    around at the prices of our goods compared to what urban 



           13    folks pay.  



           14              Living an urban life isn't easy.  Always a cost, 



           15    and everything is all very expensive.  We are not living 



           16    in luxury.  We are feeling the impact.  And like I say, we 



           17    need to be part of the process and enjoy the same benefits 



           18    that everybody that lives an urban life that we need to 



           19    also enjoy.  



           20              Thank you.  



           21                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Anybody else want to 



           22    speak?



           23                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I want to hear from 



           24    her.  



           25                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Anybody else?  
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            1                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  I'll just share one 



            2    here.  



            3                    MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA:  My name is 



            4    Clarence Ahnupkana.  Yeah.  They say they clean up the oil 



            5    right.  Down in Southeast did they clean up the oil right?  



            6    Just the top of it.  Under the rocks there is oil, oil.  



            7    There is more oil, more cleanup.  Maybe in the near 



            8    future, who knows?  There will be an oil spill north, 



            9    northeast, more and more and more and pollute the Beaufort 



           10    Sea.  Who knows?  You don't know.  I don't know.  More 



           11    sickness, more disease will come around in the near 



           12    future.  There will be no -- maybe no left animals there 



           13    living.  



           14              Thank you.  



           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



           16                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  This young man here.  



           17    It's good for us to hear from the youth.



           18                    MR. JIMMY OYAGAK:  My name's Jimmy Oyagak, 



           19    city council member of Nuiqsut.  My only comment is open 



           20    ANWR, lease half of it, a quarter of it.  I'm sure there 



           21    is a lot more oil under there.  Leave our oceans alone.  



           22              Thank you.  



           23                    MS. MARJORIE AHNUPKANA:  Earlier we have 



           24    mentioned about vessel traffic, open lanes due to climate 



           25    change, due to thinning up ice.  And there are no more -- 
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            1    no more land for the seals and bearded seals to depend on, 



            2    the polar bears, the walruses that depend on the ice as 



            3    their land.  It's shrinking.  Now today these mammals that 



            4    we speak of and hunt are now using these rivers for 



            5    haul-outs.  They are being stressed.  They are stressed to 



            6    a point where -- where our climate change have really 



            7    changed, and these are the changes that we are seeing 



            8    today.  



            9              A long time ago the Elders, when she was able to 



           10    remember her surroundings, our Elders have spoken that the 



           11    earth was going to shift.  It is shifting today.  Climate 



           12    change in the Arctic, blizzards, snowstorms in the Lower 



           13    48, those are the kind of changes that the Elders have 



           14    spoke of.  And I, for one, I am witnessing this today.  



           15              One day we will not have any winter.  There will 



           16    be no winter on this Arctic.  The North Slope is going to 



           17    be like Lower 48, ice and snow free.  We will be able to 



           18    travel year-round by boat.  There will be vessels out 



           19    there, either for industrial or commercial, which will be 



           20    open.  And it's already opening.  



           21              And these are the words that I have heard from 



           22    my Elders that have left us long time ago.  Now I'm 



           23    carrying this today ever since I am able to know my 



           24    surroundings when I was a little girl like her.  



           25              There was nothing out there, but today it is 
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            1    changing.  Your people in Lower 48 will experience what we 



            2    are experiencing today, snow, blizzard.  Your rivers are 



            3    going to freeze, lakes are going to freeze.  The earth is 



            4    shifting.  Our lakes and rivers are not going to be able 



            5    to freeze anymore.  That's the climate change that we are 



            6    seeing today.  And I am not lying to you.  It is true.  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you, 



            8    Marjorie.  



            9                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Me again, Carl Brower.  



           10    My one last concern is studying the currents out in the 



           11    ocean.  You got the current from the east side that comes 



           12    and meet the current on the -- from the west side.  And 



           13    when they do meet, it's strong.  I experienced losing 



           14    whaling equipment out in the ocean because of the current 



           15    out there.  Especially when the south wind and the south 



           16    current come together, the forces are too strong to hold 



           17    the big production that's out there.  



           18              I just want to see if you guys did any studies 



           19    on the current that are further out; not just by the land, 



           20    but the stronger currents that are further out.  



           21              Thank you.



           22                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I'm pretty sure you 



           23    guys were in Barrow, right?  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.



           25                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  You guys see what -- 
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            1    the pressure ridges that happened from -- 



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That was impressive.  I 



            3    was there last week.  It was flat, and this week three 



            4    stories high.



            5                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  That's why it needs 



            6    to be done the right way.  You can't predict Mother Nature 



            7    because of the -- what the Mother Nature can does, 



            8    especially here in the Arctic conditions.  It can come 



            9    from -- from a calm to -- 



           10                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Very violent.



           11                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  -- very violent 



           12    hurricane type force weather.



           13                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Even if there is no 



           14    wind, the current itself is very destructive.



           15                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  The current and the 



           16    wind, once they consult together, that can be very --  



           17                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Very deadly.



           18                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Very dangerous.  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And the ivus.  



           20                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  It's not just happening 



           21    on top.  It's gouging under the sea bed, too.  



           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Impressive.  



           23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  You know, you were 



           24    talking about Mother Nature, and I -- very reminiscent 



           25    of -- I'm sure people in New Zealand earlier today wish 
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            1    that they had been able to know what Mother Nature had in 



            2    mind for them, a terrible earthquake.  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Everyone is getting 



            4    tired.



            5                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Me again, Isaac 



            6    Nukapigak.  It's the future that we are -- that we need to 



            7    consider.  When oil is gone, we all will be gone, 



            8    especially my respected Elders.  You are older than me.  



            9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are older than me.



           11                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  We need to protect 



           12    their -- I'm talking about these kids.  



           13                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  The little ones, right.



           14                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  It's their future 



           15    that we are -- we are dealing with and doing it the right 



           16    way instead of playing -- we are playing Russian roulette 



           17    with their livelihood.  I know for a fact that parents are 



           18    teaching them the right way of -- of living off the land, 



           19    living off the sea.  They -- they have been given a taste, 



           20    and they will continue.  



           21              If you ever see this young kid as a young man be 



           22    a whaler, it's like an individual that lives in urban, has 



           23    a dream of become a pilot or career of some sort.  But 



           24    when you are a Native, it's always been being a provider 



           25    to the community, be a hunter.  That's the culture of 
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            1    Inupiat.  Pass on the traditions that's been passed on to 



            2    us for thousands of years.  



            3              We have to do it the right way and be part of 



            4    the process.  That's their future that we are dealing 



            5    with.  And I want to make sure that maybe -- I'll be gone 



            6    then, too, when they are -- when they someday become a 



            7    parent or grandfather.  They'll have to pass on what they 



            8    have been taught.  We want to continue keeping our 



            9    livelihood alive.  



           10              Subsistence lifestyle is priceless.  There is no 



           11    price to it, period.  It's our livelihood, part of our 



           12    culture.  That has been passed on to us for thousands of 



           13    years.  



           14              I myself wouldn't give my kids their -- their 



           15    traditional diet that's been contaminated.  Like, for 



           16    instance, how would you feel if I realized that our foods 



           17    were being contaminated when a disaster can occur?  Spills 



           18    occur.  Oil spills occur.  We have seen that happen with 



           19    Gulf of Mexico.  and I think that's a wake-up call for the 



           20    federal government.  I, myself, wouldn't want to feed my 



           21    kids with contaminated food.  



           22              The ocean is abundant by a -- it's abundant 



           23    resources that we depend on.  Do it the right way.  And 



           24    I'm glad that Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar made that 



           25    choice that during the beginning of every process with the 
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            1    EIS to come to the communities, which is us that are being 



            2    impacted, the most impacted community, and the people that 



            3    are sitting who have never heard or seen the livelihood of 



            4    the -- of us.  We still make noise.  They don't have no -- 



            5    they are careless and don't have no pity for us.  



            6              That's been happening too long.  Statements been 



            7    ignored.  Promises been broken.  Commitment never been 



            8    followed.  Never share -- never share of the benefits.  We 



            9    need those being part of -- like I say early on, being 



           10    part of the process and being on the table to make sure 



           11    things are done right and not being ignored.  



           12              Thank you.  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



           14                    MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA:  For the record, 



           15    I'm Clarence Ahnupkana.  I have four nephews, four nephews 



           16    here listening, watching.  They will take over our future.  



           17    Is these meetings going to go on and on and on and on 



           18    until you get the point?  Thank you.  



           19                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  (to Lois Epstein:) 



           20    You bring a translator from Fairbanks or somewhere where 



           21    you come from?  You have a translator?  I am translating 



           22    for these folks here.



           23                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  He charges by the 



           24    word.



           25                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  I just wanted to 
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            1    comment very briefly because I was at the -- 



            2                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  You have an Elder 



            3    here that don't understand you.  



            4                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Can you interpret for 



            5    me?  



            6                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  I'm translating for 



            7    these folks here, and you are an individual that came from 



            8    another organization.



            9                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  From Anchorage.



           10                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Exactly.



           11                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Okay.  



           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It is a public meeting.  



           13    Anyone from the public -- 



           14                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  So I can translate 



           15    for her?  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, you may, please.



           17                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Are you going to 



           18    pay me, too?  That's a question.



           19                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  I think they will cover 



           20    your time for my conversation, and I'll be very fast.  Is 



           21    that okay?



           22                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Very short.



           23                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Okay.  Mostly I wanted 



           24    to thank the community for all your good comments, for 



           25    hosting this meeting.  I think it's very important.  And 
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            1    also thanks to the Bureau of Ocean Energy for the 



            2    opportunity to speak.  



            3              As I said, my name is Lois Epstein.  I'm an 



            4    engineer.  I work on Arctic issues out of Anchorage.  And 



            5    I left my card today.  I went in and talked to people at 



            6    the city offices.  Unfortunately, the mayor was very busy, 



            7    so I didn't get to talk to him, except very briefly at the 



            8    airport.  I was in the tribal offices.  I spoke to the 



            9    subsistence organization.  And I also stopped in at 



           10    Kuukpik.  So people can get a hold of me, I left my 



           11    information.  



           12              I want to be a resource to the community.  I 



           13    have experience working on Cook Inlet offshore, the zero 



           14    discharge issue.  I have done a lot of work on pipelines 



           15    onshore and offshore nationally as well as in Alaska for 



           16    ten years.  I know air pollution is a big issue here in 



           17    Nuiqsut, and I'm trying to keep track of that, as well as 



           18    in Kaktovik, encourage people to take photographs of that.  



           19              I did want to mention that, you know, as a 



           20    watchdog organization, one of the reasons I'm here is to 



           21    observe and make sure the federal government listens to 



           22    what everybody says so hopefully that can be -- that can 



           23    be helpful.  



           24              Yesterday we heard a lot in Barrow about the 



           25    Conflict Avoidance Agreement and how BOEMRE doesn't have 
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            1    the ability to enforce that, and I think that's very 



            2    important and something that they -- the federal 



            3    government heard.  



            4              So I'll make more detailed comments in 



            5    Anchorage.  That will be on the record.  I'm happy to send 



            6    that to anyone.  But please, you know, let me know if you 



            7    are interested in staying in contact.  And if I can help, 



            8    I'd like to be able to do that.  Thank you.  



            9              (Translation.)



           10                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  I just wanted to put 



           11    for the record that we have had very bad representation 



           12    from the Wilderness League in the past, from a 



           13    representative that used to live here that is associated 



           14    with the Wilderness League or any other environmental 



           15    groups.  They make out like we are a very sick community, 



           16    a very poor hunting community.  They speak half truth.  



           17    Now we are seeing them on TV talking about Nuiqsut.  



           18              We heard comments like there were 20 respiratory 



           19    distressed babies that were sent out, 120 people on 



           20    inhalers.  That is not true.  We know that there needs to 



           21    be a health assessment that is correct and comes from the 



           22    community.  We are the ones that are impacted.  



           23              I appreciate your comments, but I would ask you 



           24    guys to speak the truth if you are going to try to speak 



           25    on behalf of Nuiqsut.
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            1                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  I won't speak for you.



            2                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Or speak what 



            3    development goes around our village.  We can speak for 



            4    ourselves.  We have heard environmental groups come in and 



            5    distort our testimonies.  They have never been out at our 



            6    whaling camp.  They have never been out hunting with us.  



            7    And it kind of upsets me to hear it on KACN TV from our 



            8    past representative that is closely associated with the 



            9    environmental groups.  I was kind of pissed off when I 



           10    heard those testimonies.  



           11              And those were a lot of lies that were coming 



           12    from the Wilderness League, from the Alaska Pacific 



           13    Coalition and other environmental groups that speak on 



           14    behalf of these communities that are impacted.  They are 



           15    not welcome here a lot of times, you know, after the 



           16    misrepresentation of our communities.  They don't come 



           17    here and speak -- you know, people kind of shut their 



           18    doors because of the lies that were presented from 



           19    their -- their organization.  



           20              And I would just like to make that for the 



           21    record.  Thank you.



           22                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  I'm with the Wilderness 



           23    Society, not the Wilderness League.  And I won't speak for 



           24    people from the community.  I would like to help if I can.  



           25                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I'm glad Dora 
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            1    brought that up.  We had an individual that was affiliated 



            2    with a group, was so-called fired, a physician's 



            3    assistant.  No longer holds a license to practice medical 



            4    for telling lies to the world of misleading the global 



            5    organizations that have been -- that are affiliated with 



            6    the Friends of the Earth or any environmental 



            7    organizations.  



            8              We still have abundance of wildlife.  We are not 



            9    starving.  Whales are abundant.  The fish are abundant.  



           10    But like I say, we need to do it the right way.  



           11    Regulations need to be changed, need -- new enforceable 



           12    policies need to be implemented within the federal level.  



           13    I'm going to repeat myself over and over because of what 



           14    happened in the past that had ignored our requests.  It's 



           15    like being shut down by the federal government.  



           16              I think that's the only way that things can be 



           17    worked on, the utilization of new technology in 



           18    integrating the science and traditional knowledge.  We 



           19    know that we can't -- we can't go backwards.  There is 



           20    absolutely no way myself or any of them that's sitting 



           21    here won't -- can go backwards.  We can survive.  The 



           22    Elders that had lived the traditional way without lights, 



           23    heating, are gone.  We depend on it nowadays.  Without it, 



           24    without the -- without the oil to keep our house warm, we 



           25    can't go back.  We are adopted to that way.  
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            1              Even you; even you may be affiliated with other 



            2    organization, you still utilize it.  But maybe you are 



            3    driving a Cadillac with the oil, gas being poured in your 



            4    vehicle or going on a luxury cruise or do sports hunting.  



            5    Still -- and you are still fighting.  



            6              We are very fortunate to come from that we are 



            7    off from the Third World.  Because of these benefits that 



            8    had happened from formation of our home government, we 



            9    will be able to tax the industry of the facilities.  Now 



           10    we are enjoying life.  Our livelihood is much easier.  



           11              I grew up in the honey buckets in the past, no 



           12    running water.  These are benefits that we see.  



           13    Employment.  In the past unemployment with the Natives was 



           14    almost nearly 90 percent unemployment rate.  Nowadays 



           15    what's been discovered, people have a career in public 



           16    service; not only in public service, but in the 



           17    international -- in the national market being competitive, 



           18    companies to be able to provide jobs, employment, training 



           19    and show the benefits.  



           20              We can't go back.  We are -- we are adopted to 



           21    it.  There is absolutely no way that we could go back.  



           22    There is absolutely no way.  We can survive.  We will 



           23    grumble.  I want you to understand that.  Thank you.  



           24                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Thank you, Isaac and 



           25    Dora.  And I -- let me tell you what I will say in 
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            1    Anchorage.  I would say I agree with what Dora said, take 



            2    it slow.  There is a lot of things that the federal 



            3    government needs to do before it moves offshore.  I 



            4    understand the need for development in Alaska.  I was 



            5    hired because I've spent my career trying to make it 



            6    better to stop the leases from pipelines.  Spent many 



            7    years working on that regulatory structure.  



            8              And now those lessons, moving over to the Bureau 



            9    of Ocean Energy, the federal government pipeline agency is 



           10    part of Department of Transportation, so I agree with 



           11    almost -- just about everything I heard tonight and 



           12    that's -- that's where I'm coming from.  



           13              We do need to take it slow.  And potentially, 



           14    you know, oil shale on State lands is a way to fill the 



           15    pipeline.  We haven't tried that yet.  It's working in 



           16    North Dakota.  There are other options besides the 



           17    offshore.  And those need to be considered by the 



           18    government.  



           19              So thank you.  And I'd love to talk to you more 



           20    about this.



           21                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I don't testimony 



           22    after overtime because you have to pay me.  



           23                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  And the Tea Party is in 



           24    charge of Congress and they are cutting our budget, so 



           25    it's going to be hard to pay you, you know.  That's just a 
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            1    joke.   



            2              Our schedule is to go to 9:45, and it's 9:45.  



            3    And I think we will -- my sense is everybody has had an 



            4    opportunity to speak.  If I'm wrong, let me know.



            5                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Can I say a very 



            6    short, brief -- My name is Edward Nukapigak, for the 



            7    record.  I'm a Nuiqsut whaler.  In the past we have -- we 



            8    heard tonight about a lot of things that the government 



            9    hasn't really heard of, particularly the new panel that 



           10    has been selected to oversee and coming to communities and 



           11    gathering comments and concerns about the possible 



           12    five-year lease plan.  



           13              Tonight we heard about buffer zones, deferral 



           14    lines.  Deferral line has been brought before Minerals 



           15    Management Service and all the other agencies.  It has 



           16    already been documented, but in the past Secretary of the 



           17    Interior have not really looked into it under Bush 



           18    Administration.  



           19              Nuiqsut is the only one that's been left out 



           20    from this critical -- that habitat that needs to be 



           21    preserved, particularly with offshore exploration.  



           22    Deferral line is something that we need to be protected if 



           23    federal government wants to be out there to open lease 



           24    sales.  



           25              These areas are not just one island we are 
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            1    speaking of.  There are numerous islands that need to be 



            2    deferred from further seismic exploration and in the 



            3    development phase.  These are the critical habitat of the 



            4    wildlife, of the marine mammals that depend on haul-outs.  



            5    We have haul-outs.  When there is no ice, they depend on 



            6    these islands for calving.  



            7              I spoke with this young man over here earlier 



            8    before we had this meeting going.  Him and I had a good 



            9    conversation.  I gave him some nice, good, strong 



           10    pointers.  And we spoke of deferral lines.  We spoke of 



           11    the current and the ice conditions that these Elders and 



           12    the rest have spoke of.  Those have been offset in the 



           13    past, and we are still seeing them today with different 



           14    faces, with new panel, with new agencies that comes to 



           15    this community.  



           16              That deferral line is very important to us, and 



           17    it may be important to federal government because it's in 



           18    federal waters.  It may be in the best interests of 



           19    their -- of United States energy needs.  



           20              So how are you going to balance subsistence vice 



           21    versa industrial?  Not only oil and gas producers, but we 



           22    are talking about marine traffic lane that is bound to 



           23    open.  What kind of mitigation impact is the federal 



           24    government going to give to those nonindustrial vessel 



           25    traffic that may open in federal waters, either coming 
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            1    from Atlantic side or coming from Chukchi or from the 



            2    Bering Strait side?  



            3              We talk about mitigation impact.  When you talk 



            4    about social impact, those are the -- are the impacts that 



            5    you are going to -- we are experiencing today.  Do you 



            6    think that these oil companies are going to do good in 



            7    giving mitigation impact to this community?  Or is the 



            8    community going to ask the federal government to set aside 



            9    whatever lease tracts they have sold on behalf of oil and 



           10    gas industry?  How much can you give to the community so 



           11    that the community can continue to hunt and harvest?  



           12              Earlier you finally figure out what the 



           13    mitigation impact fund meant for the onshore and offshore, 



           14    particularly with Northstar, Pioneer.  The impacts are to 



           15    us mean that we have to travel further distance, which is 



           16    already happening today.  



           17              With what city can give us, we are only limited 



           18    to our boundless boundary of our subsistence.  We have to 



           19    travel further out while this 20 gallons per month is 



           20    going to provide the community with what we hunt from the 



           21    offshore and how much of horsepower are they looking at 



           22    just from this 20 gallon that each hunter receives?  So I 



           23    am limited to travel and harvest from the ocean because 



           24    the impact is not giving me enough to travel further to 



           25    harvest and provide for the food on the table.  
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            1              So those are the things that we have talked of 



            2    tonight.  And we heard the conditions of what Mother 



            3    Nature can do.  I think you have already experienced what 



            4    a current can do to an ice buildup pressure ridge like you 



            5    have mentioned in Barrow.  These are our unexpected 



            6    conditions that can happen.  It will not give you any 



            7    warning.  National Weather Service ain't going to give you 



            8    no warning that something is going to happen out there 



            9    when the weather is blowing out there 24 hours ahead of 



           10    time.  No.  It happens instantly. 



           11              Ice, you can have ice free, and next thing you 



           12    will have ice out there.  The current is pushing the wind, 



           13    and the current are pushing the ice together.  It can open 



           14    the lead within minutes.  It can close the lead within 



           15    minutes.  



           16              And you can hear those icebergs slamming louder 



           17    than what you can hear banging on a drill rig.  That's the 



           18    kind of current that we have heard of, that we have seen 



           19    and heard all these big chunks of ice, no matter how big 



           20    you look at them.  When they come together, they are 



           21    smashed, the current -- the ice is carrying them, swirling 



           22    them.  So what's going to happen if you put out a drill 



           23    rig out there?  You think one or two ice breakers is going 



           24    to be enough to protect a drill ship out there?  No.  



           25              Are those other vessels, support vessels, are 
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            1    they double hull to protect from being possibly crushed 



            2    and have a spill themselves?  We are not only talking 



            3    about a drill ship and a drill rig that may have an oil 



            4    spill.  We are talking about other vessels that might have 



            5    oil spills that may be impacted by some sort of a current, 



            6    ice because the vessels are not double hull.  They are 



            7    single hull, and they are easily smashed.  So we are 



            8    not -- those are the kind of spills we are talk about, 



            9    too.  We are not just talking about from an oil rig that's 



           10    going to have a major blowout.  You going to think about 



           11    safety and do it the right way, you are looking at those 



           12    other vessels, also.  



           13              So there is something that -- that we all have 



           14    to work together and what -- and how can you balance 



           15    subsistence vice versa industry?  You can't.  How can they 



           16    work together?  The only way that it can work together is 



           17    that we all have to work together.  



           18              You come to our community to gather information.  



           19    You wanted to hear traditional knowledge.  You want to 



           20    incorporate traditional knowledge into black and white.  



           21    And you wanted to have traditional knowledge from these 



           22    Elders that have more knowledgeable that we have inherited 



           23    and from these pictures that you have seen up here.  



           24              I have experienced the Sivulluk prospect early 



           25    in the '80s.  Federal government was so careless when they 
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            1    first opened the lease sale.  Hammerhead is now called 



            2    Sivulluk.  That's where Shell first drilled their 



            3    prospect.  When federal government opened that to 



            4    Hammerhead, everything was chaos.  



            5              There was no absolutely monitoring of these 



            6    offshore oil and gas -- there were less monitoring back 



            7    then when they first started that offshore.  Careless in 



            8    discharging oil spill and the fluids into the ocean.  And 



            9    I've seen icebergs covered with drill mud, not natural 



           10    mud.  Those I have seen in the past.  



           11              And noise is a factor.  Yes, noise is a factor 



           12    in offshore.  We talk about bowhead whales, they are 



           13    vulnerable to noise.  And not only bowhead whales, but 



           14    also to the other marine mammals.  But in order for us to 



           15    do it in a safer manner, our area in the Beaufort Sea 



           16    needs to be more studied before it can be given to the oil 



           17    and gas producers.  



           18              We know that we have been opposing to offshore 



           19    from time to time over and over; no, no alternative is no 



           20    sale.  And next thing we hear is there is a sale going on 



           21    there.  Our voices have been heard.  They have gone from 



           22    one ear and out to the other.  I think that maybe there is 



           23    more problems.  I'm not going to say.  Under Obama 



           24    Administration, I see now that he has -- has put a panel 



           25    together that's willing to listen to us now, hoping to 
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            1    listen to us, not just this community, but also those 



            2    other communities that are being -- will be affected.  But 



            3    I'm very disappointed that Chukchi Sea side is being more 



            4    favored and that's not being impacted yet.  



            5              The Beaufort Sea side, Kaktovik and Nuiqsut are 



            6    the only two that is being heavily impacted.  And they are 



            7    getting more -- they have been granted more than what we 



            8    have asked for.  We have been denied from time to time, 



            9    not just by one agency; by another agency that we are 



           10    dealing with the same offshore issue.  One agency is going 



           11    to say yes, the other is going to say no.  



           12              We talk about air quality, water quality.  Those 



           13    are the folks that's going to be coming to this community 



           14    and make the same presentation for offshore and the 



           15    same -- possibly same drill ships that we have spoken in 



           16    the past, the testimonies that have been given.  



           17              This is just the beginning because you have 



           18    nothing to present to us.  And one way that we can make 



           19    this to come alive is that we have to work together and we 



           20    have to put this in the manner where it's not going to 



           21    affect our subsistence livelihood.  



           22              And we are hoping that we should not be driven 



           23    out of Cross Island area because there might be so much 



           24    development going on over there.  The land fall of the 



           25    pipeline is another thing.  And those are the -- right on 
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            1    the path of the migration of bowheads, the walruses that 



            2    comes ashore from the north.  



            3              So we all have to sit down and think what's 



            4    going to happen now.  What's going to happen if you guys 



            5    leave tomorrow?  Will this community -- will this 



            6    community here ever hear from you folks again?  Will we 



            7    ever have a promise feedback?  Will there be any promises 



            8    that -- that we want the communities and the other 



            9    communities want -- want to say no to offshore.  



           10              But after hearing from my whaling captains and 



           11    other whaling captains, I see they are not opposed to it.  



           12    They are not opposed to offshore.  I'm one of the whaling 



           13    captains.  They want to make sure that the government do 



           14    it the right way with strongest regulations.  The 



           15    regulations need to be stronger.  There need to be some 



           16    observers out there because we don't want to go through 



           17    that back in 19 early '80s again.  I don't want to see 



           18    that happen.  Why?  Because of Hammerhead.  



           19              Under oil/whalers agreement back in '86, before 



           20    that came -- even came alive, we had a lot of air and 



           21    vessel traffic for two seasons.  Two seasons none of the 



           22    whales were sited.  Two seasons none of the whales were 



           23    landed because of the low altitude of the aircraft and the 



           24    choppers that are being shuttled back and forth to the 



           25    drill ship.  A lot of supply vessels going back and forth 
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            1    to West Dock is something that has caused all the whales 



            2    to be skittish.  They had to even travel further out, and 



            3    that's risking their crew members' lives.  



            4              So anyway, I'm not opposed to offshore.  I just 



            5    want to see that it is done in minimal environmentally 



            6    less impact.  And for us to do so, I'm going to ask you 



            7    that you go back to Washington, D.C. and tell the 



            8    Secretary that the Nuiqsut whalers have been left out on 



            9    this deferral line.  If that deferral line cannot be 



           10    granted, then it must be challenged by the community 



           11    because it is very important.  



           12              That Cross Island has been there long before 



           13    these commercial and Yankee whalers have came that far 



           14    north.  My people were there subsisting on bowheads, 



           15    walruses.  There are now some bowhead skulls starting to 



           16    submerge -- emerge on the north side of the island.  Those 



           17    are the signs of the old whalers that have harvested those 



           18    whales.  None of us have harvested and landed a whale on 



           19    the north side of the island.  



           20              And we talk about winter ice conditions because 



           21    it is -- we are out there during hurricane season.  That's 



           22    another thing:  There is always a weather factor 



           23    sometimes.  But tonight I just want to make sure that our 



           24    people want to do it in a safer and environmental way.  



           25              And we are hoping that -- one oil company that 
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            1    doesn't listen to us is Shell.  We are hoping that Shell 



            2    will understand where we are coming from.  Shell is the 



            3    one that we have been always having a hard time.  That's 



            4    their royal touch.  They are from another country.  And we 



            5    are not going to be stampeded by them unless the federal 



            6    government gives them stronger stipulations.  It is 



            7    something that we have gone through, and we don't want to 



            8    go through this again with that one company.  



            9              So anyway, I thought I'd give a short comment, 



           10    concern after hearing from my colleagues about a lot of 



           11    certain issues that have been come forward before you 



           12    folks.  



           13              Thank you.  



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



           15                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Good night.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Amen.  



           17                    MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA:  For the record, 



           18    my name is Clarence.  I think that's the end of it.  Thank 



           19    you.  



           20               (Proceedings adjourned at 10:11 p.m.)



           21               



           22               



           23               



           24               



           25               
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2               (Blessing given by Marjorie Ahnupkana.)

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, good evening, and

  4    welcome to the scoping meeting for a programmatic

  5    environmental impact statement for the next offshore oil

  6    and gas program.  My name's Jim Kendall.  I am the Acting

  7    Regional Director for the Alaska Region, or we call it

  8    BOEMRE, the Bureau of Ocean Energy.  We used to be MMS.

  9              And we do have a translator with us tonight.

 10    And since I talk fast, I'm going to try and slow down.

 11    Okay?

 12              Now, the reason why we're here is the Outer

 13    Continental Shelf Lands Act -- should I slow down or --

 14    the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act requires that before

 15    the Secretary of the Interior can make a decision to have

 16    a lease sale, he has to have a five-year plan in effect.

 17    The current five-year program ends in 2012.  It went from

 18    2007 to 2012.  Now we are planning for the next five-year

 19    plan, 2012 to 2017.

 20              Now, because that's a major federal action, the

 21    National Environmental Policy Act requires us to do an

 22    environmental impact statement to look at the potential

 23    impact from these sales.  Now, right now the areas of

 24    potential interest -- and this is something very

 25    different -- are Cook Inlet if there is any interest by
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  1    industry, and then the Chukchi and the Beaufort.

  2              Now, what makes this very different is that no

  3    decisions have been made and no proposals have been made.

  4    Is there going to be one sale in the Beaufort and one sale

  5    in the Chukchi?  We don't know.  No decision has been

  6    made.  It could be one or the other or it could be no

  7    sales.

  8              The decisionmaker is the Secretary of Interior.

  9    And we have been sent to talk with you, listen to what

 10    your concerns are, listen to what you believe the issues

 11    that need to be addressed and to see what you think of

 12    this.  We are here.  We are an open book.  We are here to

 13    listen.  No decisions are made.  We will take your

 14    information.  It will be put into the environmental impact

 15    statement.  Your concerns will be recorded.  We have a

 16    recorder, Mary here.  And that will go up to the

 17    decisionmaker all the way to the Secretary, who then will

 18    make these decisions, but no decisions have been made as

 19    of now.

 20              We have folks from all over the country here.

 21    We're going as to start with --

 22               (Translation by Edward Nukapigak.)

 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 24    I'll try to speak slower.  I'm very bad at that.  Again,

 25    we are here in a listening mode.  No decisions have been
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  1    made.  There are no plans.  We want to hear what people

  2    think.  We will take the information back.  We have a

  3    recorder who is recording every word.  So we would also

  4    ask that when you come up and you tell us what you think

  5    and what you are worried about and your concerns, please

  6    state your name so we have that for a sign of respect.  We

  7    want to record the names.  We like one person to speak at

  8    a time.  And I have associates here that will help to

  9    answer any questions.  And now I need a favor.

 10              I am very, very hard of hearing.  I am deaf in

 11    my left ear, partial here [indicating], so I have to

 12    really focus to listen.  So I'm going to sit right there

 13    so I can listen, and I'm going to let Mr. Tim Holder sort

 14    of run the meeting.  That way I can give undivided

 15    attention to what is said.  This is very, very important.

 16              (Translation.)

 17                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Okay.  Whoever would like

 18    to speak.

 19                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Sir, before we give

 20    our own testimony, could I ask your names.

 21                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Oh, yeah, yeah.

 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very good idea.

 23                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Excuse us.  Excuse us.

 24                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  What position you

 25    are with.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'll start.  I'm Jim

  2    Kendall.  I am the Acting Regional Director for the bureau

  3    up here.  Up until January 1st, I was head of the

  4    environmental program for the entire bureau out of

  5    Washington.  I worked in the Gulf Region, Gulf of Mexico,

  6    for 11 years.  I have been in headquarters 11 years, total

  7    of 22 years, and I would oversee the assessment, the

  8    analysis, and the science.

  9              And our Secretary is very concerned and very

 10    focused at making decisions based on the best science and

 11    traditional knowledge.  So he said, Jim, since you are a

 12    scientist and you work with folks and you know about using

 13    science, I want you to go up there for a few months and

 14    work with the team.  So this is a new day.

 15              And then my colleague, Tim Holder, you are from

 16    where?

 17                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I am based in Washington,

 18    D.C., and my job is to act as liaison between our

 19    Washington, D.C. headquarters and our processes and events

 20    going on with environmental issues in our Alaska office.

 21    I always have to say that I lived 25 years in Alaska; 19

 22    in Anchorage and six in Nome.  So I try to get as many

 23    points as I can.

 24                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I'm Michael Haller, and

 25    I'm the Alaska Region community liaison, and I grew up in
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  1    Alaska.  So I'm happy to be here with you tonight.  Thank

  2    you very much.

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Mary is our recorder,

  4    and she's very busy, so I'm not going to bother her.  And

  5    Mike.

  6                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  Yeah.  My name is Mike

  7    Routhier.  I work in the Anchorage office, and I'm a NEPA

  8    coordinator, which means that I help write the

  9    environmental documents like EISes.

 10                    MR. STEVE TEXTORIS:  My name's Steve

 11    Textoris.  I'm in the Washington, D.C. office and I'm the

 12    Acting Leasing Division Chief.  I came to the Department

 13    of Interior from the Environmental Protection Agency and

 14    background in environmental consulting.

 15                    MR. ROB MCWHORTER:  My name is Rob

 16    McWhorter.  I work for Argonne National Laboratory.

 17    Argonne National Laboratory is helping BOEMRE with the

 18    national environmental impact statement.  And I'm grateful

 19    to be here, too.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you

 21    for pointing that out.  I didn't mean to miss all my

 22    folks.

 23                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  My name is Lois

 24    Epstein.  I'm an engineer with the Wilderness Society in

 25    Anchorage.  And it's a nonprofit, and I'm interested --
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  1                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Alaska Wilderness

  2    Society?

  3                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  The Wilderness -- it's

  4    a national group.  And I'm here to listen to what

  5    everybody has to say.  I'm not with the federal

  6    government.

  7                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  You are not with

  8    these groups?

  9                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Right.  So I might

 10    actually make a couple comments, too.  It's a national

 11    conservation organization.  We support oil and gas in

 12    Alaska done right without spills and in the right

 13    locations.  I'll make some comments.  But not everywhere.

 14              (Translation.)

 15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Okay.  Thank you.  So we

 16    will just open up the floor here to comments.  If you are

 17    going to speak in English, if you could step up to the

 18    microphone and state your name so Mary can get that down

 19    for the record.  And let's go from there.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I could start off

 21    with saying what we have heard.  We have been to Kotzebue,

 22    Barrow, Wainwright, correct?  And tomorrow we are going to

 23    Kaktovik.  And the issues that we have heard that we are

 24    already taking back are that some of the communities say

 25    that before anything happens they want a seat at the
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  1    table.  They want to be part of the process.

  2              They are concerned about infrastructure.  Are

  3    there enough assets up here and equipment to do it right?

  4    There is concern it will not and should not and must not

  5    interrupt subsistence at all.  We take that back.  Is the

  6    technology available to clean up a spill if, heaven

  7    forbid, there was a spill.

  8              So those are the issues your colleagues and your

  9    fellow citizens have mentioned in the last couple of days.

 10    And those are the messages we are taking back.  And so we

 11    are here to hear what you want to add to that group.

 12              Don't be shy.

 13              (Translation.)

 14                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Carl Brower, Nuiqsut

 15    whaler.  We had folks like you that came by about less

 16    than a year ago receiving testimony from this village.

 17    And I ask them, in the EIS they had nothing -- nothing put

 18    in the book about mitigation measures for offshore.  And

 19    the reason I ask, I always ask them what mitigation

 20    measures do you guys have for the whalers on whaling.  And

 21    I brought that out.  And the only answer I got was Marine

 22    Mammal Protection Act.

 23              And I wonder what you guys are going to put in

 24    the EIS on -- that's coming up on mitigation measures.

 25              Thank you.
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  1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, when we have a --

  2    you know, like when questions come up, I'll try my best to

  3    answer the questions.  For this -- this stage of the

  4    process of writing the EIS, it's to bring up concerns, and

  5    then the next step of the process is to write the

  6    environmental impact statement, draft environmental impact

  7    statement, then go out for more meetings later on this

  8    year.  And then in that, because this is a broad

  9    programmatic EIS, I don't believe at that stage that we

 10    put mitigation measures in there.  Jim?

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not at this stage.

 12                    MR. MIKE ROUTHIER:  Right.

 13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I don't believe so.  I

 14    believe that the stipulations are brought in -- once you

 15    have a five-year program and if there are lease sales in a

 16    EIS and then you come to a lease sale EIS, that's when you

 17    put in stipulations.  Okay.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  There is no

 19    leasing plans right now.  This would describe for the

 20    Secretary, this document, on the concerns should there be

 21    a lease sale.  And then when they have lease sales, you

 22    would have the documentation and then the mitigations and

 23    stipulations.  This is at the very, very -- we are getting

 24    everybody involved at the very beginning of the process.

 25              So what I'm hearing from you, sir, Carl, is that
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  1    you want strong mitigations to protect subsistence

  2    whaling.

  3                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Yeah.

  4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  And so that's an issue

  5    that we will put in.  We will take that back and the

  6    Secretary will see that.  To kind of backtrack on your

  7    question, I think this may have been a meeting in November

  8    and it was on a supplemental environmental impact

  9    statement on some very narrow issues.  And that's why you

 10    didn't see stipulations in there.  Stipulations were --

 11    and that was a supplemental EIS for the Chukchi 193 final

 12    EIS.  And there are -- will be stipulations in that

 13    environmental impact statement.  So it gets kind of

 14    confusing because there is lots of documents and lots of

 15    processes.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  But the important point

 17    is mitigations to protect the whaling hunts, period.

 18              (Translation.)

 19                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?

 20                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  For the record,

 21    Isaak Nukapigak.  First I want to welcome you to our

 22    community to hear, express of my fellow Inupiat people's

 23    concern during the early process of the programmatic

 24    environmental impact statement as the federal government

 25    proceeds.
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  1              A couple of things I want brought out time and

  2    time again that prior during the past Administration that

  3    we have expressed over and over about comments, including

  4    utilization of traditional knowledge with science.  But --

  5    but in the past we have been ignored by the federal

  6    government.  And even during the early process of these

  7    lease sales in the Outer Continental Shelf -- I'm a

  8    whaling captain, commissioner for Alaska Eskimo Whaling

  9    Commission, one of the 11 communities that do subsistence

 10    hunt under the IEWC system with -- including the NMFS

 11    process of being -- AEWC being managed through the

 12    management plan.

 13              As the process of lease sale occur, when leases

 14    are being acquired by the oil companies, we have been

 15    trying to work so hard with the industry to accept a

 16    Conflict Avoidance Agreement to make sure that our

 17    subsistence whaling is not being disrupted by activity.

 18    We have seen that happen in the past.

 19              And I like the idea of what our western

 20    neighbors say, that yes, I definitely believe that we

 21    have -- that we need to be part of the process.  I'm in

 22    agreement with the western villagers from Barrow saying

 23    that we need to have a seat on the table.  I'm very much

 24    in agreement with it.

 25              Part of the revenue sharing of the leases.
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  1    Alaska had -- all these years of lease Outer Continental

  2    Shelf leases that Alaska hasn't received a dime because of

  3    the policies that's been established in the past where

  4    Louisiana and New Mexico is the one that benefit when

  5    there is a sale occur.  So revenue sharing would be a big

  6    example.  I'm not against oil and gas, but as long as it

  7    can be done right.  Most environmental impact alternative

  8    that is initiated -- we know what the nation needs for

  9    national security, but it needs to be done right.

 10              We need to pace -- we need to be paced on slow

 11    pace and proper chains of regulation that need to be

 12    initiated even at the federal level to mandate the

 13    impact -- mandate of the mitigation measures that are

 14    being implemented.

 15              We all know that Shell got shot down recently by

 16    the EPA appeal board because of the conditions.  The

 17    Beaufort is our Guard of Eden that we want to protect.

 18    Our whaling is very important.  Our diet is -- our

 19    traditional diet is very important to us, living off the

 20    land, living off the sea.  So we need protections.  Do it

 21    right, you know, and be part of the process.

 22              And I know you guys are in the early stage.  I

 23    clap the Obama Administration is making the right choice

 24    by -- with our Secretary of Interior that's going to be

 25    the one that's going to make the decisions whether the
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  1    next five years of Outer Continental Shelf, whether the

  2    lease will occur or not.  But we need protections.

  3              There is a lot of regulations and policies that

  4    need to be changed within the federal level for our

  5    protection.  They are too loose.  One good example would

  6    be adopting the Norwegian standards in relation to oil and

  7    gas of zero tolerance discharge.  You have industry that

  8    are -- have buckets to transport all their waste instead

  9    of -- right now the policy indicated very well that as

 10    long as they are in compliance with the regulations, they

 11    can't dispose their waste, the ballistic drilling muds and

 12    so forth.  But I think by changing and adopting the new

 13    standard would really help us out.

 14              It is our Garden of Eden.  The fish that

 15    migrate.  There is an abundance of Fish & Wildlife that we

 16    depend on that we are trying to protect and -- trying to

 17    protect -- and it will jeopardize our livelihood if none

 18    of these policies and regulations are being -- of being

 19    replaced with new type of standard policy.  I think by

 20    having -- by having a seat on the table is a -- it's a

 21    good step of being part of the process.  We need

 22    protection.

 23              Like I say, like I know you will hear more of

 24    that from my fellow -- my local residents.  Time and time

 25    again that we express our opinions that science and
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  1    traditional knowledge work together, but they have been

  2    ignored.  I'm glad that Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar

  3    realized that and sent you guys up to hear and put

  4    together information, you know, what the people feel.  I'm

  5    glad for him that he's making the right choice in starting

  6    the right new path of what's going to happen in the next

  7    five years, as the -- as the lease sale planning is due to

  8    expire and the new environmental impact statement be

  9    written.

 10              I mean, there is lots -- I've got lots of things

 11    in my mind, but I'm just going to go ahead and give you

 12    what I believe as a whaling captain.  We need protections.

 13    I know I think I take too much of your time, but there is

 14    other people that wants to express their thoughts.

 15              Thank you.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

 17    Thank you very much.  That's what we need to hear.

 18                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I just wanted to

 19    mention, any of you who want to write letters to us or any

 20    detailed sort of offering written-wise, please do that.

 21    We have a way and means for you to get that to us.  So if

 22    you would please feel that you can -- not only in talking

 23    with us tonight, but follow up with writing your ideas

 24    down, as you were talking about Isaac.

 25                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Do you have a
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  1    deadline on your comments?

  2                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  We do.  March 31st.  We

  3    will pass these around now.

  4              (Translation.)

  5                    MR. FRANK MATUMEAK:  Frank Matumeak.  I'm

  6    a subsistence user in Nuiqsut.  We have been giving our

  7    testimonies for over 30 years for the same thing that you

  8    have, and I'm wondering if you have studied any of this

  9    testimonies that we have been giving to all the entities

 10    that have been coming here to the village of Nuiqsut.

 11              Now, I'm very concerned about our lifestyle

 12    mainly because we depend on the oceans and our waters and

 13    the rivers.  And this does not only include Alaska.  It

 14    includes Canada, Greenland, Russia.  And this very current

 15    that you are thinking about putting into production is

 16    just endangering all of that -- all those people that uses

 17    the same foods that we do.  And we all are in the same

 18    environment.  And I'm glad you are having this meeting.

 19              Now, my understanding is that you have these

 20    five-, ten-year plans to do this.  I don't want to be a

 21    part of a group that will threaten our people and our

 22    livelihood.  I don't mind oil companies drilling on our

 23    lands where -- on the land onshore where we can contain

 24    anything.  Heck, look at that -- that Gulf of Mexico, man,

 25    that really hurt a whole bunch of people.  And who is
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  1    going to be accountable if something like that happens on

  2    our oceans on the ice?

  3              And we got no control over that ice.  Nobody

  4    does.  No matter how many things you do or look at the way

  5    you can correct that problem, it's never going to be

  6    there.  And that's the power of the ice and the ocean.

  7    And we live with it.  We understand it.  And --

  8              But I don't want to be a part of a group that is

  9    making a ten-year plan, 20-year plan, whatever plan they

 10    have that will endanger our livelihoods and our people.

 11    But I do enjoy the service of sharing a little bit of

 12    wealth from the oil companies when they do it right on

 13    land.  But any time you get on the ocean, I'm very,

 14    very -- I don't want to be a part of a group that is going

 15    to be making plans to have a lease sale or anything

 16    because that's really hurting our lifestyle.

 17              Just like when you study history -- and you

 18    always study history.  Look at the Black Hills, all that

 19    gold taken away from the Indians because of that almighty

 20    gold.  Now you are doing the same doggone thing out in the

 21    ocean for the oil.  And that will disrupt our livelihoods

 22    and our source of food, our mainstay.

 23              Thank you.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 25                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Please, don't be shy.

  2                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Can I speak a couple

  3    more?

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sure.  We are here until

  5    9:45.  If there is time, you can come up and talk more.

  6                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  I'm Dora Leavitt.  I'm

  7    representing the City of Nuiqsut.  I'm the cultural

  8    coordinator.  And we do a lot of commenting with industry.

  9    There is a lot of people coming in proposing projects, and

 10    yet we have such a short window of time to comment on such

 11    a big thing like this.  We would like more time to review,

 12    more time to -- to -- to, you know, for us to think about

 13    what's going to be out there.  It's about time the federal

 14    government came and start coming up with the beginning of

 15    their process.

 16              For years we have been expressing our concerns

 17    over and over again.  This community is the most impacted

 18    community in the North Slope.  We are the ones that are

 19    living with the oil and the pipeline.  We are having to go

 20    under it when we are out hunting.  And it's never ending,

 21    these community hall, this never -- you know, besides

 22    bingo, but there is so much that goes on with meetings,

 23    and yet we have a short window to comment.  Thirty days is

 24    not enough.

 25              And my concerns about this -- the lease sale is
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  1    that you guys are going to go ahead and sell the whole

  2    thing, you know.  We need to take it slow.  When I look at

  3    the Chukchi, they are protected.  Twenty-five miles of no

  4    drill, no development, where the Beaufort Sea, we don't

  5    have assurance.  We don't have a buffer zone to tell us

  6    that we are protected from the development that's going to

  7    go on.  I know this because there is so much oil over here

  8    that our buffer zones were stripped.  McCovey, being only

  9    four miles from Cross Island and Liberty and Northstar.

 10    Now we have Sivulluk, who is going to be in the path of

 11    our migration.

 12              We would like to see more protection in the

 13    permitting process.  We would like to be a part of your

 14    permitting process.  And, you know, who is going to assure

 15    us that when the oil is gone, that we are going to be able

 16    to hunt out there, my grandkids, my son?  You know, when

 17    all -- thirty years is going to come and it's -- you know,

 18    we see that with Alpine development.  It's already

 19    declining.  Now they are going to look for more and to tap

 20    into more pipeline to the west of us.

 21              With offshore development, we don't have any --

 22    we don't have any revenue sharing.  I'd like to see more

 23    stipulations, more mitigation in place.

 24              When the developers come, the people that have

 25    bought the lease sale, you know, they have a short window.
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  1    They say they are going to come, like, in July and then

  2    they are going to be 100 miles out.  In July the shores --

  3    the -- the ice is still close to the -- the shoreline,

  4    seven miles.  How are they going to be 100 miles out?

  5    When they start to make their way to the Beaufort Sea from

  6    the south with the winds and the weather, they are going

  7    to be forced to come closer and come in through the

  8    barrier islands or just north of the barrier islands to

  9    get to their prospect.

 10              These are some of the things that they put on

 11    paper and say, yeah, we are going to do it this way.  We

 12    will be 100 miles out when we get to wherever so we won't

 13    disturb the hunters and the marine mammals.  And I was --

 14    when I read that, I was, like, you know what, our ice --

 15    the pack ice is still really close in July.

 16              And then they have a month to drill.  Like for

 17    the Sivulluk project, they will come in July, they will

 18    drill at Sivulluk until August 25 and pull out.  Where are

 19    they going to pull out to?  To the shore?  Is it the day,

 20    the last day going to be the 25th?  Because when our

 21    whalers go out there, they are going 97 miles to get to

 22    our whaling camp.  When we go out seal hunting, we go far.

 23              Our ocean is not just like Barrow where it's

 24    just right across the street, you know.  It's right there

 25    when they do their seal hunting.  Us, we have to go 14
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  1    miles to the river and another seven to 20 miles to the

  2    ice pack, you know.  And they have a buffer zone.  We

  3    don't.  I'd like to see an assurance -- I'd like to see a

  4    buffer zone for the Beaufort Sea and to tell me that we

  5    are going to be assured that we are going to be able to

  6    hunt when this oil is extracted and they plug the wells.

  7              We would like for you guys to come back and

  8    consult with us.  I know that when, you know, you guys do

  9    the lease sales, you guys profit the money.  Are you guys

 10    willing to send someone here to, you know, work with us;

 11    employ somebody that will be -- that has a technical

 12    technology reading of all these EIS and whatever?  We

 13    don't have anybody here that -- like that.  We are

 14    training at that.  We have made that recommendation to EPA

 15    and other agencies that -- you know, to the State.  I'd

 16    like to see one in place with -- under the federal

 17    government when these lease sales happen.  Don't just take

 18    the money back to Washington, D.C.  You know, it's about

 19    time the federal government spent some of that money in

 20    these villages that are impacted the most.

 21              And come again because I'm sure you are going to

 22    hear a lot more.  We would like more window open so we

 23    have more time to comment and more time to grasp what goes

 24    on the EIS.

 25              Thank you.
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  1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.  I have a

  2    question.  We have heard this before that Nuiqsut -- or I

  3    should say before today when we had meetings today with

  4    the Native Village of Nuiqsut, that they would like a

  5    buffer.  Could you say -- and Cross Island is the camp

  6    that's where you set off from.

  7                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  That's our whaling

  8    camp.

  9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Would it be a buffer

 10    around Cross Island?

 11                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  That and the mouth of

 12    our river.

 13                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  To answer your

 14    question, in the past that we have asked for a buffer to

 15    protect our subsistence whaling ground of Cross Island.

 16    We had asked a 20-mile perimeter, asked Cross Island,

 17    being the central location for the 20-mile perimeter for

 18    our protection.  And like she got most of my word what

 19    else -- that's what was in my mind.

 20              The benefits that go to the western villages

 21    from Point Barrow all the way to Point Hope, it's not

 22    right for us to deal with where they have a buffer that's

 23    been implemented by former MMS of 20-mile restriction of

 24    no occupancy or no activity from the coastline to 25 miles

 25    from the coastline.  There is restrictions that you can't
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  1    do any sort of activity.  And here all these years that we

  2    have been asking for a buffer zone, a buffer to -- that

  3    would protect our whaling, our whaling, subsistence

  4    whaling ground.  It's a very important area.

  5              Like what Dora say, it's in the path of the

  6    migration of the bowhead whale.  The Camden Bay is a very

  7    important resting, feeding area for the bowhead when there

  8    is a storm.  And there is recommendation being proven by

  9    NOAA where the proposed Shell's prospects, Sivulluk

 10    prospect, and it's only 40 miles east of our whaling --

 11    our whaling ground.  It's right in the path of the bowhead

 12    whale.

 13              We need -- like I say, we need protection.  We

 14    need restrictions.  We need enforceable policy that needs

 15    to be changed within the federal level.  All these years

 16    we have been expressing our concern.  Now, utilization of

 17    our traditional knowledge always been ignored.  And we

 18    need those protections.

 19              It seems to be that the federal government was

 20    more in favor of our eastern neighbors than the western --

 21    the western district than us because it is known that the

 22    natural resource -- it's been acknowledged that the whales

 23    is within that trend.  The Barrow are a trend, but we need

 24    protection.  We need noise buffer.  We need to have that

 25    protection of our whaling ground.
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  1              The rest of the community of the 11 whaling

  2    communities, people will be able to go hunt, come back to

  3    their home place, relax.  Nuiqsut has to travel 93 miles

  4    to our whaling ground on one of the barrier islands, Cross

  5    Island, and have to be out there until we meet our quota.

  6    In times when Mother Nature don't cooperate, we need to be

  7    out there longer.

  8                    At one point I remember us being out there

  9    for seven weeks and didn't met our quota system because of

 10    activities and the weather prediction where our

 11    subsistence hunt and the whales were disrupted because of

 12    this heavily activity going on in the Beaufort.  We had to

 13    go 30 miles north.  That's where we finally were able to

 14    see whales because there was so much activity east of

 15    Cross Island.

 16              And that time we had no choice because a whale

 17    was got 35 miles north of Cross Island because of the

 18    safety.  These small boats that we go out in to harvest,

 19    weather prediction got bad on us.  We had no choice but to

 20    let go of the whale even though we didn't want to.  And

 21    that year was so harsh because we didn't meet our quota.

 22    And it was very noticeable in this community.  There was

 23    no whale meat for the community.  There was no whale meat

 24    stored in our cellars.  People were hurting.  Very limited

 25    stocks of -- for our nutritional diet.  That's the way
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  1    we --

  2              Like I said earlier, we need to sit at the

  3    table.  We need to be part of the process.  We are in the

  4    early stage.  And the final process on the environmental

  5    impact statement.

  6              I've got so much stuff, but I want to give other

  7    folks an opportunity, but everything seems to be coming up

  8    and we need -- like I say, we need protection.  And I

  9    think that the federal government needs to lift up.  We

 10    are part of the -- we are part of America.  Folks in the

 11    Lower 48 don't see the impact.  They don't know what type

 12    of livelihood that is for us -- is for us Eskimos go

 13    through while everybody is benefitting out of it.

 14              When the price of oil goes up, people scream,

 15    say it's too high on the national level.  And here we are

 16    only just very short miles away from an oil field, still

 17    paying the high cost of living.  And at one point we paid

 18    almost nine bucks a gallon just to keep our -- just trying

 19    to survive, trying to keep our house warm from freezing

 20    up.

 21              That's why -- I mean, that's why we need

 22    these -- policies need to be change maybe on the federal

 23    level.  Time and time again you are going to hear that

 24    from me.  There is too much loose cracks that fell through

 25    the cracks of these policies.  There is nobody in the
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  1    federal level are monitoring.  All the years you issue

  2    sales but not be able to enforce your policy.  There is

  3    nobody watching them out there, not from the federal

  4    level.  The only thing you believe is what paper trails

  5    that are being submitted, a written report.

  6              We know that oil companies lie.  They are only

  7    here for one business, to be profitable.  I've seen that

  8    stuff during my livelihood.  Time to change, and the

  9    federal government needs to live up to its obligation to

 10    enforce and change the policies.  It can be where

 11    everybody can benefit.  We haven't seen a dime ever since

 12    sales had occurred back from lease sale 171 and on.

 13              We need to share some of that sharing, the

 14    revenue sharing.  That's one thing that needs to be

 15    changed.  It's very important.  We need to be part of the

 16    process and share the benefits.  Not folks that are living

 17    down in the Lower 48 where they are living in luxury and

 18    not seeing the impact or having to deal with impact.

 19              Thank you.

 20                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Can I go up one more?

 21    I forgot.  Dora Leavitt once again.  I forgot to talk

 22    about the social impacts that is heavy upon this village

 23    that everybody ignores because of the price, maybe.  This

 24    community is impacted.  The oil companies give us 50,000 a

 25    year to fight over for subsistence mitigation.  That is
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  1    not enough for 400-some people.  Twenty gallons per 40

  2    households for the subsistence hunters is not enough.

  3    That's really bring a toll on the city that is dispersing

  4    these funds.

  5              We get a lot of crap from the community, you

  6    know, but it's something that the industry does just to,

  7    you know, make it look good on paper so that you think,

  8    oh, yeah, they are being mitigated.  That's okay.  That's

  9    not enough.  This 50,000 a year is not enough.  This

 10    community is 80, 90 percent subsistence household hunters.

 11    And when we are given this small mitigation fund to fight

 12    over -- and to me that is a social impact that is brought

 13    to our leaders to this community for our subsistence

 14    hunters to fight over.

 15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Dora, question:  Could

 16    you explain for the record what that subsistence fund is

 17    and what you think it should change to?

 18                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  That subsistence

 19    mitigation fund was given -- like we have one from Pioneer

 20    as a mitigation for subsistence hunters because in the

 21    past the subsistence hunters saying they are having to go

 22    further out to hunt their games.  So that they thought

 23    maybe that mitigation fund was enough.

 24              With -- with the price, you know, the economy

 25    going up, everything going up, the price of gas is up, you
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  1    know, 20 gallons is not enough for our subsistence

  2    hunters.  They go out.  Like Isaac said, we go out.  We go

  3    out so many miles to go to the ocean to go hunt our seals.

  4    We are not always successful, so we go again when the

  5    weather permits us.

  6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  But is that for offshore

  7    hunting or for --

  8                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  That's for wherever

  9    hunting.  We are allowed six vouchers per household.  Not

 10    every household gets them.  There is a lot of people that

 11    are left out every month, and you know, the --

 12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  But it also applies to

 13    onshore hunting.

 14                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  It applies to wherever

 15    hunting, onshore, offshore.  It's just subsistence

 16    hunting.  We have a calendar.  You know, when there is

 17    caribou, we go after caribou.  When it's fishing time, we

 18    do our fishing.  It's not just the one-day fishing when we

 19    are fishing out there when we have nets under the ice.

 20                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  The reason we are asking

 21    is we have not heard of this in relation to activities on

 22    the Outer Continental Shelf, so it must be from Pioneer

 23    who is doing things at, say, Alpine?

 24                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  No.  That's the

 25    development that's going on just at the mouth of the
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  1    Colville River by Natchiq Pioneer Resource on the Oooguruk

  2    project.

  3                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Offshore

  4    approximately four miles north of -- at the mouth of

  5    Colville River.

  6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  It's in State waters?

  7                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Yeah.

  8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There we go.

  9                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  But still, you know,

 10    the -- my point is that these mitigations are not enough

 11    to -- for the whole village.

 12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Okay.

 13                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Social impact is

 14    ignored.  Our community has been really impacted since

 15    development happened with Alpine.  When we came -- you see

 16    this picture.  This is 1973, this throw that was made.

 17    When we came, there was no pipeline, there was no -- we

 18    never knew about oil and gas.  One community gathering

 19    every day.  Meetings have taken the place of our

 20    inspiration, our potlucks, our gatherings.  There is a lot

 21    of bickering and fighting on the VHF.  That's social

 22    impact, everybody not for development.  It's a -- you

 23    know, it's a split.

 24              We know that the -- you know, the -- the U.S. is

 25    in need for oil.  We know that.  I drive a truck myself.
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  1    I use some of that oil.  But I'm asking them to do it

  2    right and because we are going to be here.  We are still

  3    going to be here when this oil runs out.  There needs to

  4    be other sources that are looked into.  The wind, the

  5    solar, something other than destructing our -- our

  6    livelihood.

  7              There is health assessments that needs to take

  8    place.  For the past ten years this community has had a

  9    cancer patient die every year for the past ten years.

 10    Where is it coming from?  There is no health assessment of

 11    why our people are dying of cancer.  And it's been -- it's

 12    been ten years straight, boom, boom, boom.  Our Elders are

 13    getting sick with cancer, people that don't smoke, people,

 14    whatever, you know, one after the other.

 15              And these are some of the things that the

 16    agencies ignore.  For so many years we have voiced these

 17    out.  It's time to -- they have studied the waters.  They

 18    have studied -- they've spent so much money on studying

 19    the marine mammals, and yet they don't come and study who

 20    the people are, how they are impacted, what can you do

 21    when people -- you know, there is no rehabilitation center

 22    on the North Slope for this kind of stuff.

 23              Let's get real.  Let's get real and let's put

 24    the money back where the impact is.  That's all I'm

 25    saying.  Thank you.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

  2                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.

  3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?

  4                    MR. ERIC LEAVITT:  My name is Eric

  5    Leavitt.  I'm a subsistence hunter/whaler in the Village

  6    of Nuiqsut.  I just want to comment on the OCS, the Outer

  7    Continental Shelf.  It's a really touchy subject.  If

  8    another lease sales go on, for instance, if a big player

  9    buys a plot of land on the OCS part where the whales are

 10    migrating and they strike oil and they have a blow out,

 11    that's going to affect our whaling.  The whales are going

 12    to go through that path.  They are going to get all oiled

 13    up and they are going to die, and we are going to die with

 14    them.

 15              I just want to say that they should not do the

 16    OCS and move to, like, onshore where it can be -- if there

 17    is an oil spill onshore, it can be picked up, at least 90

 18    percent of it, whereas offshore you never know how much

 19    you can get; maybe, if you are lucky, 40 percent due to

 20    the currents and the ice.  So I'm just saying no offshore

 21    due to the protection of our whaling because it's been

 22    going on for thousands of years.

 23              Also the mitigation measures for whaling, my

 24    personal opinion on mitigation measures, there is no

 25    dollar sign.  There is not enough money in the federal
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  1    government to cover our way of life.  If the whales are

  2    gone, what are they going to do?  Clone whales or what?

  3    It's just -- I don't think there is a mitigation

  4    measurement for our way of life.  It's just there and it

  5    needs to be protected.

  6              Thank you.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

  8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?

  9                    MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA:  I'm Clarence

 10    Ahnupkana.  And it's not just the whale.  It's not just

 11    the whale migration.  Plus it's the fish, the fish we eat,

 12    the whitefish and Arctic cisco.  They are traveling east

 13    -- east by each river, so I want you to know before you

 14    start -- before you start drilling, fish migration come

 15    northeast, migrating southwest, whitefish, Arctic cisco.

 16    Plus caribou migrate from northeast heading southwest.  We

 17    eat caribou meat.  So I want you to know this ahead of

 18    time.

 19              I eat whale.  I eat muktuk.  That's my favorite

 20    food, plus whitefish, caribou, even ducks or geese or seal

 21    or bearded seal.  Those are more important food we eat.  I

 22    get real hungry real easy when I have chicken, fried

 23    chicken or chicken soup.  That's not enough.  When I eat

 24    whale meat and fish, I feel more much comfortable after I

 25    grow up with Native food.
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  1              Thank you.

  2                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you very much.

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

  4                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  We have an Elder

  5    here that's got some questions.

  6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Do you need to take time

  7    to translate?

  8                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  She have hard

  9    time -- sometimes hard time standing.  Her name is

 10    Marjorie Ahnupkana.

 11                    MS. MARJORIE AHNUPKANA:  My name is

 12    Marjorie Ahnupkana.

 13              (Translated by Edward Nukapigak.)

 14              Assuming that OCS and the Secretary decides to

 15    go ahead and open the lease, what are the distance from

 16    the shoreline that they have?  Are we looking at just one

 17    drill rig, or is there going to be more than one drill

 18    rig?  And if so, has the OCS -- they studied the condition

 19    of the current, the ice?  And what's going to happen if

 20    there is a blowout out there?

 21              Does the new management that is here tonight

 22    that are not of the past MMS -- she wants to know that you

 23    folks are new.  And the concern that she has is the

 24    distance from the shoreline, if there is an exploration

 25    out there, there is a development phase, protection phase,
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  1    how many more drill rigs are going to be out there and how

  2    many miles are it going to be out in the ocean.

  3              Sivulluk is only 12 miles from Flaxman Island.

  4    So what more are you heading -- are they heading further

  5    out towards the North Pole?  Is that the distance that the

  6    federal government is planning to open the federal waters?

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Those are all good

  8    questions, but nothing has been decided.  There was talk

  9    of a buffer zone, how in the west they have the 25-mile

 10    buffer, and you don't have that in the east.  There is a

 11    recommendation that there should be a buffer zone and

 12    there should be a buffer zone around Cross Island.  Well,

 13    this is a new plan, a new day.  There are no plans.  We

 14    don't know.  We are here for you to tell us the way it

 15    should be.  And we can take that back.

 16               (Translation.)

 17                    MS. MARJORIE AHNUPKANA:  We all know that

 18    we have been from meeting to meetings, and every meeting

 19    we mention about bowhead whales.  There are other marine

 20    mammals that are out there that have not been mentioned or

 21    have not been talked about.  The mammals migrate during

 22    springtime eastward, and they summer in Canadian waters

 23    and Alaskan waters.  And the species that we talk about

 24    are not just bowhead whales.  We are talking about

 25    walruses, bearded seals, seals and the other mammal
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  1    species that we may have seen or may not have seen that

  2    are under -- beneath the ocean.  And they summer in that

  3    area.

  4              And if they are to be out there to drill, if the

  5    federal government decides to open the Outer Continental

  6    Shelf, do you know the condition of the currents?  Does

  7    any of you have studied any of these currents, how the

  8    current shifts and how the ice forms?  And if there is a

  9    major blowout, how are you going to approach those in

 10    those icy conditions?

 11              People have talked in the past, especially the

 12    ones that have left us, that the currents are pretty

 13    strong out there, a current an icebreaker cannot even

 14    control, assuming that there is one there by an

 15    infrastructure that's always been in place.

 16              And the biggest concern is how are you going to

 17    clean up if there is a major blowout during ice

 18    conditions.  What are the chances of cleaning up any major

 19    spills?  Because I, for one -- we are not just talking

 20    about one drill rig.  We are not just talking about one

 21    lease tract.  There will be multiple lease tracts out

 22    there.  There will be more than one infrastructure out

 23    there.  And what kind of changes are there going to be to

 24    the environment, to the ocean and the species?

 25              So every meetings that I come to -- I have been
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  1    coming to these meetings in the past, and every meeting I

  2    hear my colleagues talk of one species, bowhead whale.  I

  3    just want to confirm some of these issues, that there are

  4    more species out there that I know of because it is where

  5    I have grew up in my surrounding.

  6              So she's going to speak some more.

  7              We have meetings in the past with oil companies,

  8    and sometimes they always trying to weaken the community.

  9    And we have spoken so much in the past about the ocean,

 10    the environment of the ocean, how much impact and how much

 11    we have spoken of certain species of mammals out there.

 12              The oil companies wants to be out there to

 13    explore and extract oil and gas, but sometimes we have to

 14    have meetings, community meetings in order to be prepared

 15    for some sort of a major meeting that might come.  You

 16    folks came and wanted to hear from this community in

 17    regards to the Beaufort Sea that we depend on.

 18              I think there are times that she mentioned about

 19    having a community meeting with a group of people before

 20    we can have -- before you folks or any other agencies that

 21    come to this village and hold meetings so that way that we

 22    will be prepared to give comments, concerns, may ask

 23    questions.

 24              And I, for one, I still feel that it is very

 25    vulnerable right now to -- to talk about our ocean in
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  1    opening for lease.  She wants to see more thorough

  2    studies.  Her strong concerns are the ice conditions.  The

  3    currents still needs to be studied.  No one knows what the

  4    conditions are out there.  You may have it on your -- on

  5    your black and white data information, but that data

  6    information might change because we never know what Mother

  7    Nature can do.

  8              So that was her -- her concerns, her comments

  9    and her questions.

 10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank her for us.  Thank

 12    you, Marjorie.  Very good comments, very good questions.

 13              (Translated.)

 14                    MR. GEORGE SIELAK:  For the record, my

 15    name is George Sielak, ex-whaling crew member and

 16    subsistence user.  We must have testimonies probably

 17    thicker than the Library of Congress.  Where are all those

 18    testimonies?  I think by this time, this new panel that is

 19    formed by Obama, you should have a master EIS by now.

 20    Where is all our testimonies?  For 37 years I have lived

 21    here, all those testimonies that should be used for this

 22    day of development out in the offshore, where are those

 23    comments?

 24              I mean, I know by now it's more close to all the

 25    testimonies that we have brought to this day.  Every year
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  1    for 30-some, almost 40 years, I mean, you have nothing to

  2    show for it today.  I mean, there is nothing to read.  I

  3    mean, it's just kind of disappointing sometimes to see

  4    this type of meeting in our communities.

  5              And I want to share a little of Isaac's

  6    concerns.  I know we have talked about these, and I'm sure

  7    you guys probably haven't heard about them.  Even though

  8    you are a new panel and senior leaders or senior listeners

  9    to the federal government, I mean, we have talked about

 10    these issues.  Stricter standard operating procedures,

 11    stricter regulations for under the Clean Air Act to get

 12    stricter, under the air pollution Act.  I mean, you have

 13    people living out here up here.

 14              We have seen a lot of change up here when we

 15    look at a Deadhorse, Kuparuk, the offshore islands.  I

 16    mean, this is our last shot here.  How long more time are

 17    we going to wait?  I mean, this is just a normal come to

 18    the town and listen and write and -- I mean, where is all

 19    the master testimonies?  The master EIS you should have by

 20    now because there is almost a development going on out

 21    there.  I mean, you should have that book before you to

 22    present to our people.  Here are all our testimonies.

 23    Where are they?  I mean, it is like our bible for this

 24    community.

 25              I mean, for so many years the whole ocean you

00039

  1    see out there is our hunting ground.  It provides us, our

  2    community, provides the food that we eat from out there.

  3              And also one concern I want to bring out, the

  4    ability to clean up an oil spill.  From the experiences

  5    they have at the Gulf of the Deep Horizon cleanup, like

  6    Isaac say, they should be more strict monitoring, a

  7    monitoring program; not only the paperwork process that's

  8    out there you approve and let it go, oh, it passes

  9    regulations, it's safe -- I mean, it's minimum.  It will

 10    be okay.  There should be someone out there personally.

 11    Agencies that we have talked about should be out there

 12    monitoring the program on site.  And on top of that, other

 13    agencies should be monitoring the agencies that are out

 14    there.

 15              And it's just, you know, going back to square

 16    one here.  I mean, we know development is coming because

 17    of the offshore development.  We all know it's coming, but

 18    most of all the people up here on the North Slope have --

 19    that did not approve the offshore drilling.  But like most

 20    of our people here in this community, we would rather see

 21    nearshore or onshore development, other than --

 22              And during our -- the lifestyle, the -- the

 23    animals that we have in our ocean, which is our food to

 24    the table.  Even though you don't see it, it's in the

 25    ocean.  It's in the water.  I mean, there is a lot of food
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  1    we eat that comes from the ocean.

  2              And I wish that they could get away from

  3    offshore and start thinking seriously on drilling,

  4    drilling on land and make it more safer and less -- less

  5    battling for everybody.

  6              Thank you.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

  8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.  The one thing

  9    I'll say about the extensive testimony going back into the

 10    1970s was a few years ago our office did collect testimony

 11    from Nuiqsut and all the coastal communities and put it

 12    into a compendium.  As far as I know, that hasn't been

 13    kept up to date, but at least we can take it from that

 14    point and bring it forward because we certainly have those

 15    records.  And that might be something to put together and

 16    at least have it as a reference document.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That would be a good

 18    idea.

 19                    MR. GEORGE SIELAK:  That is a thing I

 20    think we need to see, this community need to see.  I mean,

 21    for so many years we would like to see that put into the

 22    master plan EIS for this offshore development.

 23                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  So at a least we have got

 24    a substantial part of that, and we just need to bring it

 25    up to date.
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  1                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  My question is when

  2    Obama leaves the Administration, are you still going to

  3    be, you know -- is there going to be another new face that

  4    we are going to see?

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You mean for here?

  6                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  From right here.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are career.  We are

  8    not political.

  9                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  I know, but you know,

 10    it --

 11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Are you asking what would

 12    happen to a plan?

 13                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  What would happen to

 14    the plan when you get new -- a new President and say

 15    she -- Sarah Palin is for development.

 16                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Don't talk about

 17    Sarah.  Witch.

 18                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  But that's what we face

 19    all the time.

 20                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  She don't care about

 21    Alaskans.

 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, if we have a

 23    five-year plan, it's a five-year plan.  The five-year plan

 24    we are in now started with the previous Administration.

 25    And what had happened is toward the end of this five-year

00042

  1    plan --

  2                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  They didn't come to us

  3    like you are doing now.  You are doing this different with

  4    the new Administration with Obama.

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I didn't want to say too

  6    much about myself, but when I was brought up here for a

  7    few months, the director said, I want you to come up

  8    there, and I said, why, why me?  He said, because you are

  9    a scientist.  You listen well.  Because I have a hearing

 10    problem, so I have to focus listening.  I am a scientist.

 11    I've done a lot of the science.

 12              And so this Administration is very big on making

 13    decisions based on the best science, which includes

 14    traditional knowledge.  And so you are seeing the result

 15    of sort of a new way of doing business.  You mentioned

 16    this is the very beginning.  We don't have anything to

 17    bring with us for this effort because nothing has been

 18    written yet.  The EIS is not written.

 19              And we have the testimonies that Tim brought

 20    out, but since this is the very, very beginning, we are

 21    coming to the communities first.  And so we want to make

 22    sure that before we put pen to paper -- and Rob back there

 23    is going to be one of the folks that helps us put pen to

 24    paper -- that we have this testimony starting from

 25    scratch.
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  1                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Are you going to be

  2    implementing the old testimonies of our Elders that have

  3    passed on on some of these EIS because they have talked

  4    about these testimonies from a long time ago, and they --

  5    a lot of traditional knowledge that they gave the old

  6    Administration and the old MMS people.

  7                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Right.  I think that's a

  8    really good idea, and we need to make sure that that

  9    testimony is not overlooked.  And so by virtue of getting

 10    this into the record now, this will cue us up to --

 11                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I'm glad John Goll

 12    is no longer the Alaskan Region Director.  That guy was

 13    pro-development, never listened, didn't want to hear no

 14    traditional knowledge, said hey, I don't want to hear your

 15    problems.  That's the kind of guy he was.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Understood.  Understood.

 17    Before I left in January to come up here, I asked the

 18    director, Bromwich if I could come to all these meetings.

 19    He said, of course you need to be there.  And I guess the

 20    previous regional director didn't come to these meetings.

 21    Well, I'm here now.

 22                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  That guy was just

 23    sitting there sending his little lieutenants out so he

 24    didn't get beat up.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  He should have came up.
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  1    He would have learned so much.

  2                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Carl Brower, for the

  3    record.  Nuiqsut whaler.  Also hearing everybody on

  4    protection from the -- on the oil industrial side, what

  5    about the protection from all the other folks that are

  6    going to be out there, like the fisheries and the barges

  7    that are going back and forth from east to west?  What

  8    protection is there going to be on the EIS?  Thank you.

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very good comment.  When

 10    we met with the mayor today, that same issue came up that

 11    all of these other countries are sending all this shipping

 12    and it's going through the Bering Strait and it's coming

 13    up here.  That's a serious issue.  And Tim, you have been

 14    involved in some of this.

 15                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I'm glad he brought

 16    that up because we know --

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You see it.

 18                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  It's going to happen

 19    sooner than later.  The gateway through North America.

 20    That's going to happen.  The shortest access to

 21    transportation.  Marine highway, that's going to happen.

 22    We know this.  The Coast Guard needs to be out there more.

 23                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Right.  The -- as you all

 24    know, everybody knows the receding polar ice cap is

 25    opening up more opportunity for more shipping of all
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  1    kinds, not just oil and gas, but commercial shipping,

  2    cruise ships, all these kinds of shipping.  And part of my

  3    job down in Washington, D.C. is to participate in

  4    committees of various federal agencies dealing with the

  5    Arctic.  And some of those deal with shipping.  And the --

  6    there is a great concern about lack of infrastructure for

  7    safe harbors, for Coast Guard presence.  Everybody knows

  8    there is just way not enough.  And so those -- those

  9    issues have been brought up.

 10              The issues about conflicts with hunting -- all

 11    that kind of shipping with hunting is somewhat recognized,

 12    but I don't think it's recognized well enough.  There is

 13    an organization that's part of the United Nations, the

 14    International Maritime Organization, and they have the

 15    ability to regulate and set sea channels for shipping and

 16    marine traffic, and if we can work to figure out where to

 17    set those shipping lanes best, we can get those

 18    recommendations through our U.S. Coast Guard who

 19    represents the U.S. government at this International

 20    Maritime Organization.

 21              And I'm going to kind of put that on my list of

 22    things to do, and hopefully we will try to work some

 23    things out there; even though it's not our agency's

 24    responsibility to do all that, but I think we can -- we

 25    are up here, we are hearing your testimony and concerns,
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  1    and we can facilitate that, I think.

  2                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Carl, could you give Ed

  3    just a minute to share that with Marjorie, please?

  4              (Translation.)

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very good comments.

  6    Thank you.

  7                    MR. CARL BROWER:  The reason I ask because

  8    this village experienced impact from other vessels during

  9    our whaling season and almost cost our quota to be only

 10    taken by half.  As a whaling captain, it's our

 11    responsibility to take the whale home to feed our

 12    community to last through the year.  And to get impacted

 13    and not receiving the whole quota is very disturbing.

 14    Thank you.

 15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.  Thank you.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  That came up at

 17    our meeting today as very important.  How do you have the

 18    transportation and the shipping not impact subsistence and

 19    whaling.  So that -- thank you.  Good comments.

 20                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Because they are

 21    assessing each household that's been done here, I do

 22    believe, through the North Slope Borough Wildlife

 23    Management or through one of the organizations that did

 24    survey of the consumption used by each, not household, but

 25    by each individual per in the household of the consumption
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  1    and use of marine mammals, of wildlife, the fish, of how

  2    much average of nearly a thousand pounds per person.  And

  3    composed of 30 percent of marine mammals, which is whales,

  4    seals, you name it, the marine mammals that we use.

  5    Another 30 percent is the fish.  The fish is the migrating

  6    fish that comes in from the ocean.

  7              It is noted of 28 species of fish that comes

  8    over winter and have them -- and half of those fishes

  9    winter in the Colville River.  Like the Arctic cisco is a

 10    migration fish that spawn from the MacKenzie that has been

 11    pushed through the current until they are three-,

 12    four-year-old.  By that time they are in our river system.

 13    But there is fishes that comes in the river.  That's why

 14    we are worried what will happen.

 15              These are some of the diets, our customary diet

 16    that we depend on, not just whales, but whales are one of

 17    the main species that we really depend on, and it's been

 18    known over 10,000 years, known that we have been whaling.

 19    It's been passed down from generation to generation.

 20              My brothers and I came from a big whaling

 21    family.  As a matter of fact, came from a real subsistence

 22    economic.  Our parents are gone now.  Had raised 12 -- 12

 23    children with no cash economic.  It's been all

 24    subsistence, living off the land, living off the sea.  And

 25    we are -- and they are gone now.  And now it's our
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  1    responsibility to continue keeping the tradition alive,

  2    and we are passing it on to our kids.  That's how the

  3    chain -- the chain of -- the chain link occurs.  When we

  4    are gone, they will still be here, even when the oil is

  5    gone, been extracted out.

  6              But it needs to be done the right way.  Change

  7    in policies, being on the table, sharing the benefit, the

  8    revenue benefits because everything is so high, cost of

  9    living, so expensive.  Everything that's transported here

 10    has a markup, 115 percent markup from the retail price.

 11    Not all of you have gone to our store today and look

 12    around at the prices of our goods compared to what urban

 13    folks pay.

 14              Living an urban life isn't easy.  Always a cost,

 15    and everything is all very expensive.  We are not living

 16    in luxury.  We are feeling the impact.  And like I say, we

 17    need to be part of the process and enjoy the same benefits

 18    that everybody that lives an urban life that we need to

 19    also enjoy.

 20              Thank you.

 21                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Anybody else want to

 22    speak?

 23                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I want to hear from

 24    her.

 25                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Anybody else?
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  1                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  I'll just share one

  2    here.

  3                    MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA:  My name is

  4    Clarence Ahnupkana.  Yeah.  They say they clean up the oil

  5    right.  Down in Southeast did they clean up the oil right?

  6    Just the top of it.  Under the rocks there is oil, oil.

  7    There is more oil, more cleanup.  Maybe in the near

  8    future, who knows?  There will be an oil spill north,

  9    northeast, more and more and more and pollute the Beaufort

 10    Sea.  Who knows?  You don't know.  I don't know.  More

 11    sickness, more disease will come around in the near

 12    future.  There will be no -- maybe no left animals there

 13    living.

 14              Thank you.

 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 16                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  This young man here.

 17    It's good for us to hear from the youth.

 18                    MR. JIMMY OYAGAK:  My name's Jimmy Oyagak,

 19    city council member of Nuiqsut.  My only comment is open

 20    ANWR, lease half of it, a quarter of it.  I'm sure there

 21    is a lot more oil under there.  Leave our oceans alone.

 22              Thank you.

 23                    MS. MARJORIE AHNUPKANA:  Earlier we have

 24    mentioned about vessel traffic, open lanes due to climate

 25    change, due to thinning up ice.  And there are no more --
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  1    no more land for the seals and bearded seals to depend on,

  2    the polar bears, the walruses that depend on the ice as

  3    their land.  It's shrinking.  Now today these mammals that

  4    we speak of and hunt are now using these rivers for

  5    haul-outs.  They are being stressed.  They are stressed to

  6    a point where -- where our climate change have really

  7    changed, and these are the changes that we are seeing

  8    today.

  9              A long time ago the Elders, when she was able to

 10    remember her surroundings, our Elders have spoken that the

 11    earth was going to shift.  It is shifting today.  Climate

 12    change in the Arctic, blizzards, snowstorms in the Lower

 13    48, those are the kind of changes that the Elders have

 14    spoke of.  And I, for one, I am witnessing this today.

 15              One day we will not have any winter.  There will

 16    be no winter on this Arctic.  The North Slope is going to

 17    be like Lower 48, ice and snow free.  We will be able to

 18    travel year-round by boat.  There will be vessels out

 19    there, either for industrial or commercial, which will be

 20    open.  And it's already opening.

 21              And these are the words that I have heard from

 22    my Elders that have left us long time ago.  Now I'm

 23    carrying this today ever since I am able to know my

 24    surroundings when I was a little girl like her.

 25              There was nothing out there, but today it is
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  1    changing.  Your people in Lower 48 will experience what we

  2    are experiencing today, snow, blizzard.  Your rivers are

  3    going to freeze, lakes are going to freeze.  The earth is

  4    shifting.  Our lakes and rivers are not going to be able

  5    to freeze anymore.  That's the climate change that we are

  6    seeing today.  And I am not lying to you.  It is true.

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you,

  8    Marjorie.

  9                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Me again, Carl Brower.

 10    My one last concern is studying the currents out in the

 11    ocean.  You got the current from the east side that comes

 12    and meet the current on the -- from the west side.  And

 13    when they do meet, it's strong.  I experienced losing

 14    whaling equipment out in the ocean because of the current

 15    out there.  Especially when the south wind and the south

 16    current come together, the forces are too strong to hold

 17    the big production that's out there.

 18              I just want to see if you guys did any studies

 19    on the current that are further out; not just by the land,

 20    but the stronger currents that are further out.

 21              Thank you.

 22                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I'm pretty sure you

 23    guys were in Barrow, right?

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.

 25                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  You guys see what --
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  1    the pressure ridges that happened from --

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That was impressive.  I

  3    was there last week.  It was flat, and this week three

  4    stories high.

  5                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  That's why it needs

  6    to be done the right way.  You can't predict Mother Nature

  7    because of the -- what the Mother Nature can does,

  8    especially here in the Arctic conditions.  It can come

  9    from -- from a calm to --

 10                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Very violent.

 11                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  -- very violent

 12    hurricane type force weather.

 13                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Even if there is no

 14    wind, the current itself is very destructive.

 15                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  The current and the

 16    wind, once they consult together, that can be very --

 17                    MR. CARL BROWER:  Very deadly.

 18                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Very dangerous.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And the ivus.

 20                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  It's not just happening

 21    on top.  It's gouging under the sea bed, too.

 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Impressive.

 23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  You know, you were

 24    talking about Mother Nature, and I -- very reminiscent

 25    of -- I'm sure people in New Zealand earlier today wish
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  1    that they had been able to know what Mother Nature had in

  2    mind for them, a terrible earthquake.

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Everyone is getting

  4    tired.

  5                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  Me again, Isaac

  6    Nukapigak.  It's the future that we are -- that we need to

  7    consider.  When oil is gone, we all will be gone,

  8    especially my respected Elders.  You are older than me.

  9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Thank you.

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are older than me.

 11                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  We need to protect

 12    their -- I'm talking about these kids.

 13                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  The little ones, right.

 14                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  It's their future

 15    that we are -- we are dealing with and doing it the right

 16    way instead of playing -- we are playing Russian roulette

 17    with their livelihood.  I know for a fact that parents are

 18    teaching them the right way of -- of living off the land,

 19    living off the sea.  They -- they have been given a taste,

 20    and they will continue.

 21              If you ever see this young kid as a young man be

 22    a whaler, it's like an individual that lives in urban, has

 23    a dream of become a pilot or career of some sort.  But

 24    when you are a Native, it's always been being a provider

 25    to the community, be a hunter.  That's the culture of
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  1    Inupiat.  Pass on the traditions that's been passed on to

  2    us for thousands of years.

  3              We have to do it the right way and be part of

  4    the process.  That's their future that we are dealing

  5    with.  And I want to make sure that maybe -- I'll be gone

  6    then, too, when they are -- when they someday become a

  7    parent or grandfather.  They'll have to pass on what they

  8    have been taught.  We want to continue keeping our

  9    livelihood alive.

 10              Subsistence lifestyle is priceless.  There is no

 11    price to it, period.  It's our livelihood, part of our

 12    culture.  That has been passed on to us for thousands of

 13    years.

 14              I myself wouldn't give my kids their -- their

 15    traditional diet that's been contaminated.  Like, for

 16    instance, how would you feel if I realized that our foods

 17    were being contaminated when a disaster can occur?  Spills

 18    occur.  Oil spills occur.  We have seen that happen with

 19    Gulf of Mexico.  and I think that's a wake-up call for the

 20    federal government.  I, myself, wouldn't want to feed my

 21    kids with contaminated food.

 22              The ocean is abundant by a -- it's abundant

 23    resources that we depend on.  Do it the right way.  And

 24    I'm glad that Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar made that

 25    choice that during the beginning of every process with the
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  1    EIS to come to the communities, which is us that are being

  2    impacted, the most impacted community, and the people that

  3    are sitting who have never heard or seen the livelihood of

  4    the -- of us.  We still make noise.  They don't have no --

  5    they are careless and don't have no pity for us.

  6              That's been happening too long.  Statements been

  7    ignored.  Promises been broken.  Commitment never been

  8    followed.  Never share -- never share of the benefits.  We

  9    need those being part of -- like I say early on, being

 10    part of the process and being on the table to make sure

 11    things are done right and not being ignored.

 12              Thank you.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 14                    MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA:  For the record,

 15    I'm Clarence Ahnupkana.  I have four nephews, four nephews

 16    here listening, watching.  They will take over our future.

 17    Is these meetings going to go on and on and on and on

 18    until you get the point?  Thank you.

 19                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  (to Lois Epstein:)

 20    You bring a translator from Fairbanks or somewhere where

 21    you come from?  You have a translator?  I am translating

 22    for these folks here.

 23                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  He charges by the

 24    word.

 25                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  I just wanted to
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  1    comment very briefly because I was at the --

  2                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  You have an Elder

  3    here that don't understand you.

  4                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Can you interpret for

  5    me?

  6                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  I'm translating for

  7    these folks here, and you are an individual that came from

  8    another organization.

  9                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  From Anchorage.

 10                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Exactly.

 11                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Okay.

 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It is a public meeting.

 13    Anyone from the public --

 14                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  So I can translate

 15    for her?

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, you may, please.

 17                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Are you going to

 18    pay me, too?  That's a question.

 19                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  I think they will cover

 20    your time for my conversation, and I'll be very fast.  Is

 21    that okay?

 22                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Very short.

 23                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Okay.  Mostly I wanted

 24    to thank the community for all your good comments, for

 25    hosting this meeting.  I think it's very important.  And
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  1    also thanks to the Bureau of Ocean Energy for the

  2    opportunity to speak.

  3              As I said, my name is Lois Epstein.  I'm an

  4    engineer.  I work on Arctic issues out of Anchorage.  And

  5    I left my card today.  I went in and talked to people at

  6    the city offices.  Unfortunately, the mayor was very busy,

  7    so I didn't get to talk to him, except very briefly at the

  8    airport.  I was in the tribal offices.  I spoke to the

  9    subsistence organization.  And I also stopped in at

 10    Kuukpik.  So people can get a hold of me, I left my

 11    information.

 12              I want to be a resource to the community.  I

 13    have experience working on Cook Inlet offshore, the zero

 14    discharge issue.  I have done a lot of work on pipelines

 15    onshore and offshore nationally as well as in Alaska for

 16    ten years.  I know air pollution is a big issue here in

 17    Nuiqsut, and I'm trying to keep track of that, as well as

 18    in Kaktovik, encourage people to take photographs of that.

 19              I did want to mention that, you know, as a

 20    watchdog organization, one of the reasons I'm here is to

 21    observe and make sure the federal government listens to

 22    what everybody says so hopefully that can be -- that can

 23    be helpful.

 24              Yesterday we heard a lot in Barrow about the

 25    Conflict Avoidance Agreement and how BOEMRE doesn't have
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  1    the ability to enforce that, and I think that's very

  2    important and something that they -- the federal

  3    government heard.

  4              So I'll make more detailed comments in

  5    Anchorage.  That will be on the record.  I'm happy to send

  6    that to anyone.  But please, you know, let me know if you

  7    are interested in staying in contact.  And if I can help,

  8    I'd like to be able to do that.  Thank you.

  9              (Translation.)

 10                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  I just wanted to put

 11    for the record that we have had very bad representation

 12    from the Wilderness League in the past, from a

 13    representative that used to live here that is associated

 14    with the Wilderness League or any other environmental

 15    groups.  They make out like we are a very sick community,

 16    a very poor hunting community.  They speak half truth.

 17    Now we are seeing them on TV talking about Nuiqsut.

 18              We heard comments like there were 20 respiratory

 19    distressed babies that were sent out, 120 people on

 20    inhalers.  That is not true.  We know that there needs to

 21    be a health assessment that is correct and comes from the

 22    community.  We are the ones that are impacted.

 23              I appreciate your comments, but I would ask you

 24    guys to speak the truth if you are going to try to speak

 25    on behalf of Nuiqsut.
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  1                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  I won't speak for you.

  2                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Or speak what

  3    development goes around our village.  We can speak for

  4    ourselves.  We have heard environmental groups come in and

  5    distort our testimonies.  They have never been out at our

  6    whaling camp.  They have never been out hunting with us.

  7    And it kind of upsets me to hear it on KACN TV from our

  8    past representative that is closely associated with the

  9    environmental groups.  I was kind of pissed off when I

 10    heard those testimonies.

 11              And those were a lot of lies that were coming

 12    from the Wilderness League, from the Alaska Pacific

 13    Coalition and other environmental groups that speak on

 14    behalf of these communities that are impacted.  They are

 15    not welcome here a lot of times, you know, after the

 16    misrepresentation of our communities.  They don't come

 17    here and speak -- you know, people kind of shut their

 18    doors because of the lies that were presented from

 19    their -- their organization.

 20              And I would just like to make that for the

 21    record.  Thank you.

 22                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  I'm with the Wilderness

 23    Society, not the Wilderness League.  And I won't speak for

 24    people from the community.  I would like to help if I can.

 25                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I'm glad Dora
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  1    brought that up.  We had an individual that was affiliated

  2    with a group, was so-called fired, a physician's

  3    assistant.  No longer holds a license to practice medical

  4    for telling lies to the world of misleading the global

  5    organizations that have been -- that are affiliated with

  6    the Friends of the Earth or any environmental

  7    organizations.

  8              We still have abundance of wildlife.  We are not

  9    starving.  Whales are abundant.  The fish are abundant.

 10    But like I say, we need to do it the right way.

 11    Regulations need to be changed, need -- new enforceable

 12    policies need to be implemented within the federal level.

 13    I'm going to repeat myself over and over because of what

 14    happened in the past that had ignored our requests.  It's

 15    like being shut down by the federal government.

 16              I think that's the only way that things can be

 17    worked on, the utilization of new technology in

 18    integrating the science and traditional knowledge.  We

 19    know that we can't -- we can't go backwards.  There is

 20    absolutely no way myself or any of them that's sitting

 21    here won't -- can go backwards.  We can survive.  The

 22    Elders that had lived the traditional way without lights,

 23    heating, are gone.  We depend on it nowadays.  Without it,

 24    without the -- without the oil to keep our house warm, we

 25    can't go back.  We are adopted to that way.
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  1              Even you; even you may be affiliated with other

  2    organization, you still utilize it.  But maybe you are

  3    driving a Cadillac with the oil, gas being poured in your

  4    vehicle or going on a luxury cruise or do sports hunting.

  5    Still -- and you are still fighting.

  6              We are very fortunate to come from that we are

  7    off from the Third World.  Because of these benefits that

  8    had happened from formation of our home government, we

  9    will be able to tax the industry of the facilities.  Now

 10    we are enjoying life.  Our livelihood is much easier.

 11              I grew up in the honey buckets in the past, no

 12    running water.  These are benefits that we see.

 13    Employment.  In the past unemployment with the Natives was

 14    almost nearly 90 percent unemployment rate.  Nowadays

 15    what's been discovered, people have a career in public

 16    service; not only in public service, but in the

 17    international -- in the national market being competitive,

 18    companies to be able to provide jobs, employment, training

 19    and show the benefits.

 20              We can't go back.  We are -- we are adopted to

 21    it.  There is absolutely no way that we could go back.

 22    There is absolutely no way.  We can survive.  We will

 23    grumble.  I want you to understand that.  Thank you.

 24                    MS. LOIS EPSTEIN:  Thank you, Isaac and

 25    Dora.  And I -- let me tell you what I will say in
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  1    Anchorage.  I would say I agree with what Dora said, take

  2    it slow.  There is a lot of things that the federal

  3    government needs to do before it moves offshore.  I

  4    understand the need for development in Alaska.  I was

  5    hired because I've spent my career trying to make it

  6    better to stop the leases from pipelines.  Spent many

  7    years working on that regulatory structure.

  8              And now those lessons, moving over to the Bureau

  9    of Ocean Energy, the federal government pipeline agency is

 10    part of Department of Transportation, so I agree with

 11    almost -- just about everything I heard tonight and

 12    that's -- that's where I'm coming from.

 13              We do need to take it slow.  And potentially,

 14    you know, oil shale on State lands is a way to fill the

 15    pipeline.  We haven't tried that yet.  It's working in

 16    North Dakota.  There are other options besides the

 17    offshore.  And those need to be considered by the

 18    government.

 19              So thank you.  And I'd love to talk to you more

 20    about this.

 21                    MR. ISAAC NUKAPIGAK:  I don't testimony

 22    after overtime because you have to pay me.

 23                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  And the Tea Party is in

 24    charge of Congress and they are cutting our budget, so

 25    it's going to be hard to pay you, you know.  That's just a
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  1    joke.

  2              Our schedule is to go to 9:45, and it's 9:45.

  3    And I think we will -- my sense is everybody has had an

  4    opportunity to speak.  If I'm wrong, let me know.

  5                    MR. EDWARD NUKAPIGAK:  Can I say a very

  6    short, brief -- My name is Edward Nukapigak, for the

  7    record.  I'm a Nuiqsut whaler.  In the past we have -- we

  8    heard tonight about a lot of things that the government

  9    hasn't really heard of, particularly the new panel that

 10    has been selected to oversee and coming to communities and

 11    gathering comments and concerns about the possible

 12    five-year lease plan.

 13              Tonight we heard about buffer zones, deferral

 14    lines.  Deferral line has been brought before Minerals

 15    Management Service and all the other agencies.  It has

 16    already been documented, but in the past Secretary of the

 17    Interior have not really looked into it under Bush

 18    Administration.

 19              Nuiqsut is the only one that's been left out

 20    from this critical -- that habitat that needs to be

 21    preserved, particularly with offshore exploration.

 22    Deferral line is something that we need to be protected if

 23    federal government wants to be out there to open lease

 24    sales.

 25              These areas are not just one island we are
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  1    speaking of.  There are numerous islands that need to be

  2    deferred from further seismic exploration and in the

  3    development phase.  These are the critical habitat of the

  4    wildlife, of the marine mammals that depend on haul-outs.

  5    We have haul-outs.  When there is no ice, they depend on

  6    these islands for calving.

  7              I spoke with this young man over here earlier

  8    before we had this meeting going.  Him and I had a good

  9    conversation.  I gave him some nice, good, strong

 10    pointers.  And we spoke of deferral lines.  We spoke of

 11    the current and the ice conditions that these Elders and

 12    the rest have spoke of.  Those have been offset in the

 13    past, and we are still seeing them today with different

 14    faces, with new panel, with new agencies that comes to

 15    this community.

 16              That deferral line is very important to us, and

 17    it may be important to federal government because it's in

 18    federal waters.  It may be in the best interests of

 19    their -- of United States energy needs.

 20              So how are you going to balance subsistence vice

 21    versa industrial?  Not only oil and gas producers, but we

 22    are talking about marine traffic lane that is bound to

 23    open.  What kind of mitigation impact is the federal

 24    government going to give to those nonindustrial vessel

 25    traffic that may open in federal waters, either coming
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  1    from Atlantic side or coming from Chukchi or from the

  2    Bering Strait side?

  3              We talk about mitigation impact.  When you talk

  4    about social impact, those are the -- are the impacts that

  5    you are going to -- we are experiencing today.  Do you

  6    think that these oil companies are going to do good in

  7    giving mitigation impact to this community?  Or is the

  8    community going to ask the federal government to set aside

  9    whatever lease tracts they have sold on behalf of oil and

 10    gas industry?  How much can you give to the community so

 11    that the community can continue to hunt and harvest?

 12              Earlier you finally figure out what the

 13    mitigation impact fund meant for the onshore and offshore,

 14    particularly with Northstar, Pioneer.  The impacts are to

 15    us mean that we have to travel further distance, which is

 16    already happening today.

 17              With what city can give us, we are only limited

 18    to our boundless boundary of our subsistence.  We have to

 19    travel further out while this 20 gallons per month is

 20    going to provide the community with what we hunt from the

 21    offshore and how much of horsepower are they looking at

 22    just from this 20 gallon that each hunter receives?  So I

 23    am limited to travel and harvest from the ocean because

 24    the impact is not giving me enough to travel further to

 25    harvest and provide for the food on the table.
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  1              So those are the things that we have talked of

  2    tonight.  And we heard the conditions of what Mother

  3    Nature can do.  I think you have already experienced what

  4    a current can do to an ice buildup pressure ridge like you

  5    have mentioned in Barrow.  These are our unexpected

  6    conditions that can happen.  It will not give you any

  7    warning.  National Weather Service ain't going to give you

  8    no warning that something is going to happen out there

  9    when the weather is blowing out there 24 hours ahead of

 10    time.  No.  It happens instantly.

 11              Ice, you can have ice free, and next thing you

 12    will have ice out there.  The current is pushing the wind,

 13    and the current are pushing the ice together.  It can open

 14    the lead within minutes.  It can close the lead within

 15    minutes.

 16              And you can hear those icebergs slamming louder

 17    than what you can hear banging on a drill rig.  That's the

 18    kind of current that we have heard of, that we have seen

 19    and heard all these big chunks of ice, no matter how big

 20    you look at them.  When they come together, they are

 21    smashed, the current -- the ice is carrying them, swirling

 22    them.  So what's going to happen if you put out a drill

 23    rig out there?  You think one or two ice breakers is going

 24    to be enough to protect a drill ship out there?  No.

 25              Are those other vessels, support vessels, are
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  1    they double hull to protect from being possibly crushed

  2    and have a spill themselves?  We are not only talking

  3    about a drill ship and a drill rig that may have an oil

  4    spill.  We are talking about other vessels that might have

  5    oil spills that may be impacted by some sort of a current,

  6    ice because the vessels are not double hull.  They are

  7    single hull, and they are easily smashed.  So we are

  8    not -- those are the kind of spills we are talk about,

  9    too.  We are not just talking about from an oil rig that's

 10    going to have a major blowout.  You going to think about

 11    safety and do it the right way, you are looking at those

 12    other vessels, also.

 13              So there is something that -- that we all have

 14    to work together and what -- and how can you balance

 15    subsistence vice versa industry?  You can't.  How can they

 16    work together?  The only way that it can work together is

 17    that we all have to work together.

 18              You come to our community to gather information.

 19    You wanted to hear traditional knowledge.  You want to

 20    incorporate traditional knowledge into black and white.

 21    And you wanted to have traditional knowledge from these

 22    Elders that have more knowledgeable that we have inherited

 23    and from these pictures that you have seen up here.

 24              I have experienced the Sivulluk prospect early

 25    in the '80s.  Federal government was so careless when they

00068

  1    first opened the lease sale.  Hammerhead is now called

  2    Sivulluk.  That's where Shell first drilled their

  3    prospect.  When federal government opened that to

  4    Hammerhead, everything was chaos.

  5              There was no absolutely monitoring of these

  6    offshore oil and gas -- there were less monitoring back

  7    then when they first started that offshore.  Careless in

  8    discharging oil spill and the fluids into the ocean.  And

  9    I've seen icebergs covered with drill mud, not natural

 10    mud.  Those I have seen in the past.

 11              And noise is a factor.  Yes, noise is a factor

 12    in offshore.  We talk about bowhead whales, they are

 13    vulnerable to noise.  And not only bowhead whales, but

 14    also to the other marine mammals.  But in order for us to

 15    do it in a safer manner, our area in the Beaufort Sea

 16    needs to be more studied before it can be given to the oil

 17    and gas producers.

 18              We know that we have been opposing to offshore

 19    from time to time over and over; no, no alternative is no

 20    sale.  And next thing we hear is there is a sale going on

 21    there.  Our voices have been heard.  They have gone from

 22    one ear and out to the other.  I think that maybe there is

 23    more problems.  I'm not going to say.  Under Obama

 24    Administration, I see now that he has -- has put a panel

 25    together that's willing to listen to us now, hoping to
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  1    listen to us, not just this community, but also those

  2    other communities that are being -- will be affected.  But

  3    I'm very disappointed that Chukchi Sea side is being more

  4    favored and that's not being impacted yet.

  5              The Beaufort Sea side, Kaktovik and Nuiqsut are

  6    the only two that is being heavily impacted.  And they are

  7    getting more -- they have been granted more than what we

  8    have asked for.  We have been denied from time to time,

  9    not just by one agency; by another agency that we are

 10    dealing with the same offshore issue.  One agency is going

 11    to say yes, the other is going to say no.

 12              We talk about air quality, water quality.  Those

 13    are the folks that's going to be coming to this community

 14    and make the same presentation for offshore and the

 15    same -- possibly same drill ships that we have spoken in

 16    the past, the testimonies that have been given.

 17              This is just the beginning because you have

 18    nothing to present to us.  And one way that we can make

 19    this to come alive is that we have to work together and we

 20    have to put this in the manner where it's not going to

 21    affect our subsistence livelihood.

 22              And we are hoping that we should not be driven

 23    out of Cross Island area because there might be so much

 24    development going on over there.  The land fall of the

 25    pipeline is another thing.  And those are the -- right on
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  1    the path of the migration of bowheads, the walruses that

  2    comes ashore from the north.

  3              So we all have to sit down and think what's

  4    going to happen now.  What's going to happen if you guys

  5    leave tomorrow?  Will this community -- will this

  6    community here ever hear from you folks again?  Will we

  7    ever have a promise feedback?  Will there be any promises

  8    that -- that we want the communities and the other

  9    communities want -- want to say no to offshore.

 10              But after hearing from my whaling captains and

 11    other whaling captains, I see they are not opposed to it.

 12    They are not opposed to offshore.  I'm one of the whaling

 13    captains.  They want to make sure that the government do

 14    it the right way with strongest regulations.  The

 15    regulations need to be stronger.  There need to be some

 16    observers out there because we don't want to go through

 17    that back in 19 early '80s again.  I don't want to see

 18    that happen.  Why?  Because of Hammerhead.

 19              Under oil/whalers agreement back in '86, before

 20    that came -- even came alive, we had a lot of air and

 21    vessel traffic for two seasons.  Two seasons none of the

 22    whales were sited.  Two seasons none of the whales were

 23    landed because of the low altitude of the aircraft and the

 24    choppers that are being shuttled back and forth to the

 25    drill ship.  A lot of supply vessels going back and forth
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  1    to West Dock is something that has caused all the whales

  2    to be skittish.  They had to even travel further out, and

  3    that's risking their crew members' lives.

  4              So anyway, I'm not opposed to offshore.  I just

  5    want to see that it is done in minimal environmentally

  6    less impact.  And for us to do so, I'm going to ask you

  7    that you go back to Washington, D.C. and tell the

  8    Secretary that the Nuiqsut whalers have been left out on

  9    this deferral line.  If that deferral line cannot be

 10    granted, then it must be challenged by the community

 11    because it is very important.

 12              That Cross Island has been there long before

 13    these commercial and Yankee whalers have came that far

 14    north.  My people were there subsisting on bowheads,

 15    walruses.  There are now some bowhead skulls starting to

 16    submerge -- emerge on the north side of the island.  Those

 17    are the signs of the old whalers that have harvested those

 18    whales.  None of us have harvested and landed a whale on

 19    the north side of the island.

 20              And we talk about winter ice conditions because

 21    it is -- we are out there during hurricane season.  That's

 22    another thing:  There is always a weather factor

 23    sometimes.  But tonight I just want to make sure that our

 24    people want to do it in a safer and environmental way.

 25              And we are hoping that -- one oil company that
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  1    doesn't listen to us is Shell.  We are hoping that Shell

  2    will understand where we are coming from.  Shell is the

  3    one that we have been always having a hard time.  That's

  4    their royal touch.  They are from another country.  And we

  5    are not going to be stampeded by them unless the federal

  6    government gives them stronger stipulations.  It is

  7    something that we have gone through, and we don't want to

  8    go through this again with that one company.

  9              So anyway, I thought I'd give a short comment,

 10    concern after hearing from my colleagues about a lot of

 11    certain issues that have been come forward before you

 12    folks.

 13              Thank you.

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 15                    MS. DORA LEAVITT:  Good night.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Amen.

 17                    MR. CLARENCE AHNUPKANA:  For the record,

 18    my name is Clarence.  I think that's the end of it.  Thank

 19    you.

 20               (Proceedings adjourned at 10:11 p.m.)
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